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If the SIDS o f the Caribbean are to be thorough in their approach to the further 
implementation o f the Programme o f  Action for the Sustainable Development o f Small 
Island Developing States (SIDS POA), it is absolutely vital that the outcomes of the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) be factored into the exercise, so 
that the most recent developments o f relevance to that implementation process might be 
duly taken into account. By merely drawing attention to the very close connection 
between the WSSD and the SIDS POA and, also, between the processes that each has set 
in train, this proposition will be amply clarified.
The WSSD convened in the context of what had earlier been envisaged as Rio + 
10 i.e. a 10-year review o f the implementation o f the Rio Declaration on Environment 
and Development and o f Agenda 21. The Summit entrenched the tri-dimensional (social, 
economic and environmental) approach to sustainable development that was first 
formally and explicitly articulated in operational terms, at the twenty-second special 
session of the United Nations Generally Assembly in 1999 (resolution S-22/2). 
Significantly also, it dedicated a separate section (Section V I1) o f  its Plan o f  
Implementation to Sustainable Development o f Small Island Developing States.
Indeed, setting the stage for the substantive provisions o f Section V I1, the 
opening paragraph o f that section (paragraph 58) makes a direct link, in operational 
terms, between Agenda 21, the SIDS Programme o f Action and the decisions adopted at 
the twenty-second special session o f the General Assembly. The provisions o f Section 
V I1 also direct attention to other sections o f the Plan o f Implementation in which critical 
issues to be addressed in the context o f  the sustainable development o f small island 
developing States are covered. Section 11 (Poverty eradication), is thus sign-posted, for 
example.
The WSSD Plan o f  Implementation adopted in Johannesburg, as will be illustrated 
later in this paper, also covers topics that are o f critical importance to SIDS. Section IV 
(Protecting and managing the natural resource base o f economic and social 
development) under which are covered such important areas as “oceans, seas, island and 
coastal areas” (paragraphs 30-36); in addition to Vulnerability/Disaster management 
(paragraph 37, an extended paragraph); Waste Management (para 22); the transboundary 
movement o f  hazardous wastes (paragraph 23); and Sustainable tourism development 
(paragraph 43) is but one example o f  this. Further, the explicit recognition by the WSSD, 
o f the constraints to implementation encountered by SIDS and as articulated by SIDS 
themselves, in the relevant international forums, in addition to the fact that the global 
problems of sustainable development were reviewed by WSSD through the prism o f the 
outcomes of such other major international instruments as the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration, means that the final documents emanating from Johannesburg have passed 
the imperatives o f implementation o f the SIDS POA through the filter o f all the relevant 
international decisions which SIDS, to their great advantage, now find it impossible to 
overlook.

At least, since the time o f the convening o f the twenty-second special session of 
the General Assembly, it had become necessary, in any meaningful discussion on the 
further implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action, to emphasise, in addition to 
the specific provisions o f the document that was adopted at the UNGCSIDS in 1994, the 
relevance o f other related international decisions. Falling into that category are, 
necessarily, those that were adopted at that special session itself, as well as those that 
were adopted at the WSSD. Nor should this be surprising in the specific context of the 
WSSD, inasmuch as the SIDS POA is the direct progeny o f Agenda 21. The convening 
o f the UNGCSIDS, by the General Assembly, in its resolution 47/189 o f 22 December 
1992, it will be recalled, was done on the specific recommendation o f UNCED.
Likewise, it will be noted that it was on the basis o f a recommendation o f the 
WSSD, not, for example, o f  the twenty-second special session -  even though a similar 
recommendation issued from that forum - that the General Assembly proceeded to adopt 
the resolution (A/C.2/57/L.64) in which it decided to convene an international meeting in 
2004, which will include a high-level segment, to undertake a fu ll and comprehensive 
review o f the implementation o f  the Programme o f  Action, as called fo r  in the Plan of  
Implementation o f  the World Summit on Sustainable Development.. ”
The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Plan of 
Implementation o f  the World Summit on Sustainable Development are deemed by the 
Subregional Headquarters o f  ECLAC for the Caribbean to be central to the further 
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1. THE WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (WSSD)
The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) convened in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, over the period 26 August-4 September 2002. It was preceded by four meetings of 
CSD-10 Acting as the Preparatory Commission on 30 April-2 May 2001 (New York); 28 
January-8 February 2002 (New York); 25 March-5 April 2002 (New York); and 6-17 May 2002 
(Bali). Given the wide differences o f opinion on the several complex issues involved, the 
preparatory sessions o f Commission on Sustainable Development-10 (CSD-10) failed to 
complete their work. Recourse was therefore had to the convening, in Johannesburg itself, of 
meetings o f subregional groups and o f the G-77 on 23 August 2002; as well as to informal 
negotiations on the Plan o f Implementation on 24-26 August 2002. The WSSD was inaugurated 
on 26 August 2002, as scheduled, with the segment for Heads o f State and/or Government 
convening over the period 2-4 August 2002.
It was at the eighth meeting o f the CSD (CSD-8) which convened in New York, on 24 
April-5 May 2000, that agreement was reached on the desirability o f requesting the General 
Assembly to, once again, review the implementation o f Agenda 21, in 2002. In this context, it is 
to be recalled that, at the conclusion o f the Five-year Review o f  the implementation o f Agenda 
21, commonly referred to as Rio + 5 which was undertaken by a special session of the General 
Assembly in 1997, the results were viewed as being less than encouraging. The main obstacles 
identified in this regard were finance; transfer o f  technology', and trade-related issues.
Also to be recalled, is the fact that Agenda 21 was adopted in the context o f a global 
consensus and o f a commitment at the highest political level to cooperation in the related spheres 
of environment and development. It was for this basic reason that the WSSD was convened at the 
level o f  Heads o f State and/or Government i.e. to ensure that the assessment o f the 
implementation o f  Agenda 21, at what had earlier been envisaged to convene as Rio + 10, as 
well as the decisions arising therefrom, would be produced at the same level at which the 
original commitments were made.
A major defining parameter with respect to the scope of the discussions that would take 
place in Johannesburg was the consensus to the effect that Agenda 21 would not be subject to 
renegotiation. The major objective o f the WSSD would be to review its implementation: the 
assumption being that the conduct o f the review in a developing country would prompt a fresh 
look at the relevant issues from a developing country perspective. Agenda 21 was to maintain its 
role as the basic framework within which all the outcomes o f the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED) would be reviewed and from which new challenges 
and opportunities that had emerged since UNCED would be addressed. Simply stated, the review 
to be undertaken by the WSSD would focus on those areas in which further efforts were needed 
to implement Agenda 21 and the other outcomes o f UNCED. Also emphasised was the fact that 
the results o f the review process would be action-oriented decisions, together with a renewed 
political commitment to sustainable development.
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The outcomes of the WSSD are contained in The Johannesburg Declaration on 
Sustainable Development', and the World Summit on Sustainable Development Plan o f  
Implementation^ the resolution adopted by the fifty-seventh session o f the General Assembly 
entitled, World Summit on Sustainable Development (A/C.2/57/L.83), governments and all 
relevant international and regional organizations, including regional economic commissions, are 
urged to take timely actions to ensure the effective follow-up and implementation o f  the 
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Johannesburg Plan o f  
Implementation.
1.1 The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development
In summary terms, this political declaration conveys a reaffirmation o f the commitment 
by the Heads of State and/or Government to advance and strengthen the interdependent and 
mutually reinforcing pillars o f sustainable development - economic development, social 
development and environmental protection - at local, national, regional and global levels. Special 
attention is drawn to the areas o f poverty eradication and human development as issues to be 
urgently addressed. (United Nations 2002b)
Tracing the history o f  international diplomatic discourse on sustainable development 
issues from the Stockholm Conference (the 1972 United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment), to the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 3-14 June 1992; to the International Conference on Financing for  
Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 18-22 March 2002; then to the Doha Ministerial Conference 
o f the World Trade Organization (WTO), Qatar, 9-14 November 2001, the Heads o f State and/or 
Government identify a number o f challenges to sustainable development. Among the challenges 
identified are poverty eradication', changing consumption and production patterns', protecting 
and managing the natural resource base fo r  economic and social development; reducing the 
disparities between developed and developing countries', and issues relating to globalisation.
In Our Commitment to Sustainable Development within the Declaration, concern is 
expressed with respect to such issues as clean water, sanitation, adequate shelter, energy, health 
care, food security and protection o f  biodiversity. Other elements highlighted include 
cooperation towards the provision o f  access to financial resources, the need for open markets, 
capacity-building, transfer o f  technology', and human resource development, education and 
training, “to banish forever underdevelopment. ”
In the Declaration, the Heads o f  State and/or Government also reaffirmed their pledge to 
give priority attention to “the fight against the worldwide conditions that pose severe threats to 
the sustainable development o f  our p e o p l e Among the conditions identified in this specific 
context, are chronic hunger, malnutrition', illicit drug problems', organized crime', corruption', 
natural disasters', illicit arms trafficking', terrorism', and endemic, communicable and chronic 
diseases, including HIV/AIDS.
While welcoming the New Economic Partnership fo r Africa’s Development (NEPAD), 
the Declaration also urges that the internationally agreed levels o f Official Development
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Assistance (ODA) be observed by all developed countries and conveys, in addition, an 
undertaking to pay special attention to the developmental needs o f small island developing States 
(SIDS) and the Least Developed Countries (LDCs). Other elements o f the Johannesburg 
Declaration refer to the importance o f creating stable partnerships with all major groups; the role 
o f the private sector, including the issue o f accountability, the provision of assistance to increase 
income-generating employment opportunities; and an undertaking to strengthen and improve 
governance at all levels for the effective implementation o f Agenda 21, the Millennium 
Development Goals and the Johannesburg Plan o f Implementation. The development of more 
effective, democratic and accountable international and multilateral institutions is also 
emphasised as a precondition o f the achievement o f the sustainable development goals. The 
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development is attached as Annex 1.
1.2 The World Summit on Sustainable Development Plan of Implementation
1.2.1 Sustainable development: The blueprint
Already, especially during the latter phase o f the preparatory process leading up to the 
WSSD, it had been accepted that the essential blueprint for sustainable development had already 
been negotiated in Agenda 21; in the internationally agreed development targets set out in the 
Millennium Declaration adopted at the Millennium Summit, United Nations, 6-8 September 
2000; in the outcome o f the Fourth Ministerial Conference o f  the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO); and the Monterrey Consensus adopted at the International Conference on Financing for  
Development, itself a Summit. On that basis, it was envisaged that the Final Documents adopted 
by the WSSD would reflect that blueprint and, in addition, identify concrete actions. An 
appropriate framework in which to present the results-oriented sustainable partnerships that were 
expected to be formed by governments, civil society and business groups had already been 
developed.
Precisely as envisaged, the WSSD reaffirmed its commitment to the foregoing elements 
o f the sustainable development blueprint, and, further, it adopted a Plan o f  Implementation that 
was intended to further build on the achievements made since UNCED and expedite the 
realization o f the remaining goals. Thus, entrenching the tridimensional sustainable development 
approach as articulated at the twenty-second special session o f the General Assembly fo r the 
review and appraisal o f  the implementation o f the Programme o f Action fo r  the Sustainable 
Development o f  Small Island Developing States, New York, which convened on 27-28 
September 1999, the Heads o f State and/or Government committed themselves to undertaking 
concrete actions and measures at all levels and to enhancing cooperation, to, inter alia, promote 
the integration o f  the three components o f  sustainable development -  economic development, 
social development and environmental protection- as interdependent and mutually reinforcing 
pillars. (United Nations, 1999)
In this regard, it will be recalled that the explicit incorporation o f socio-economic issues 
by the twenty-second special session o f the General Assembly provided a critically needed 
adjustment to the exclusively environmental focus that was the hallmark o f the SIDS Programme 
of Action as adopted at the United Nations Global Conference on the Sustainable Development
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o f Small Island Developing States (UNGCSIDS), which convened in Barbados, 26 April-6 May 
1994. (United Nations, 1994) It also drew formal attention to issues that had long been regarded 
by Caribbean SIDS, among others, as critical elements to be addressed in the quest for 
sustainable development. In the context o f the need identified for the integration of economic, 
environmental and social components o f action to achieve sustainable development, the special 
session identified such elements as, poverty eradication, issues related to globalization, trade 
liberalization, investment, commodities and capital markets, among others.
I.3 Summary review of the World Summit on Sustainable Development Plan of 
Implementation
In the Introduction to the Plan o f  Implementation, a number o f elements are highlighted 
by the Heads o f State and/or Government as, overarching objectives, and essential requirements 
fo r  sustainable development. Among these are poverty eradication, changing unsustainable 
patterns o f production and consumption; and protecting and managing the natural resource base 
of economic and social development. Also highlighted were the need for the implementation of 
the Summit outcomes to benefit all, particularly women, youth, children and vulnerable groups; 
sound national environmental, social and economic policies and democratic institutions; and 
gender equality. At the international level, particular attention is drawn to, inter alia, the 
widening gap between developed and developing countries; the need for a supportive 
international environment; and the need for the effective participation o f developing countries in 
global decision-making.
In terms o f its structure, the Plan o f Implementation is a document o f 71 pages divided 
into 11 sections, as follows:
Introduction
II. Poverty eradication
III. Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production
• Production, consumption and carrying capacity
•  Energy for sustainable development
•  Waste management, reuse, recycling and use o f environmentally friendly materials
• Management o f chemicals and hazardous wastes; life cycle analysis, ratification and
implementation o f relevant international instruments.
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1V. Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social 
development
• Water resources management;
• Oceans seas, islands and coastal areas, ihcorporating, inter alia:
Sustainable fisheries; and 
Protection o f the marine environment
• Disaster management; vulnerability; risk assessment
• Climate change




• Sustainable forest management (covering the social aspects, poverty, food security, safe 
drinking water, affordable energy etc)
• Mining, minerals and metals
V. Sustainable development in a globalizing world
VI. Health and sustainable development
VII. Sustainable development of small island developing States (covering the range of 
sustainable development issues including those detailed in other sections/subsections;)
VIII. Sustainable development for Africa
IX. Other regional initiatives:
A. Sustainable development in Latin America and the Caribbean
B. Sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific;
C. Sustainable development in the West Asia region;
D. Sustainable development in the Economic Commission for Europe region.
X. Means of implementation (covering, inter alia, cooperation towards achievement of
internationally agreed development goals; financial resources; foreign direct investment; 
ODA; debt burden and debt relief; international trade aspects, including trade-related 
technical assistance and market access; the trade, environment and development 
relationship; public health issues; transfer o f technology; research and development; 
information and communications technologies; education; capacity-building; public 
participation; information and statistical services; and sustainable development 
indicators).
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XI. Institutional fram ework fo r  sustainable development
A. Objectives;
B. Strengthening the institutional framework for sustainable development at the
international level;
C. Role o f the General Assembly;
D. Role o f the Economic and Social Council;
E. Role and function o f the Commission on Sustainable Development;
F. Role o f international institutions
G. Strengthening institutional arrangements for sustainable development at the regional level
H. Strengthening institutional frameworks for sustainable development at the national level,
I. Participation of major groups
The respective sections indicated above vary considerably in length as do the
corresponding subsections where these occur. However, length does not correlate with degree o f  
importance. The World Summit on Sustainable Development Plan o f Implementation is attached 
as Annex 11. Items for action, reflecting those elements o f the Plan o f Implementation which 
appear to be most relevant to Caribbean SIDS are set out in Annex 111.
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2. CONCRETISING THE FRAMEWORK FOR IMPLEMENTATION: SELECTED 
ASPECTS
Among the operational elements o f the Plan o f Implementation that have been identified 
as being potentially o f particular interest to the SIDS o f the Caribbean subregion, there are, 
nevertheless, quite a number which can be expected to enjoy positions o f pre-eminence. Such 
elements would include those related to the sustainable development o f small island developing 
States; oceans, seas, islands and coastal areas; sustainable tourism development, as well as such 
socio-economic aspects as poverty eradication; HIV/AIDS; and the trade-related issues, these 
last embracing critical matters that need to be addressed as these SIDS seek a more effective and 
profitable integration into the increasingly globalized and liberalized international economic 
system. The ongoing negotiations for the creation o f a Free Trade Area o f the Americas (FTAA); 
developments within the WTO and the dynamic evolution o f Caribbean -  European Union (EU) 
relations exemplify the considerable demands that are being brought to bear on these countries in 
these areas in the conduct o f their international commercial diplomacy, within the context o f  
their overall sustainable development thrust.
As SIDS o f the Caribbean, among others, set about developing a framework for the 
implementation o f the outcomes o f the WSSD, they will have all drawn considerable satisfaction 
from the incorporation into the Plan o f  Implementation o f section VII, dedicated to the 
sustainable development o f small island developing States. The incorporation o f this section 
prompts recall o f the very close relationship between Agenda 21 and the SIDS POA. Principle 6 
of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development provides that:
The special situation and needs o f  developing countries, particularly the least developed 
and those most environmentally vulnerable, shall be given special priority. International 
actions in the fie ld  o f  environment and development should also address the interests and 
needs o f  all countries.
It is in the convening o f the UNGCSIDS that this perceived need to direct particular 
attention to the special situation and needs o f developing countries has found its greatest 
expression, to date. In this regard, it is to be recalled that this Conference was convened at the 
request o f the General Assembly on the recommendation o f UNCED itself and represented an 
attempt to translate Agenda 21 into specific policies that are set out in the 15 chapters o f the 
SIDS Programme o f Action which it adopted. Each o f these chapters represents a priority area 
relevant to addressing the special challenges faced by SIDS in the pursuit o f their sustainable 
development. From the perspective o f Caribbean SIDS, this Programme of Action represents the 
most concrete expression o f Agenda 21 to date.
Reverting to section VII o f  the Plan o f  Implementation adopted at the WSSD, its content 
constitutes a near comprehensive identification o f elements that are o f priority concern to SIDS 
and includes either the reiteration, in most cases, or otherwise, the cross-referencing of other 
sections o f the Plan o f Implementation whose contents have important implications for the 
sustainable development o f SIDS. Indeed, this section could almost have been presented as a 
stand-alone document. The major observations in this regard relate to the position expressed by 
SIDS to the effect that more emphasis could have been placed on the provision o f assistance to
help them in confronting the trade-related aspects o f globalization and that efforts to promote the 
use o f renewable energy were being frustrated by the actions o f transnational companies which 
demanded a quick return on their investments. Nevertheless, it is important to sound a caveat to 
the effect that, notwithstanding the near comprehensive identification of elements of particular 
concern to SIDS within Section VII o f the Plan o f Implementation thus highlighting the key 
issues in a single location, a similarly comprehensive approach to implementation o f the Plan o f  
Implementation by SIDS would require an examination o f the entire document. A subregional 
meeting involving all SIDS and the collaboration o f subregional and international agencies 
would be the most appropriate forum for the development o f  a work programme based on the 
entire Plan o f  Implementation.
Illustrating the relevance o f this caveat, reference will be made to those paragraphs o f the 
Plan o f Implementation which deal, quite specifically and comprehensively, with the sustainable 
development o f oceans, seas, islands and coastal areas. These paragraphs (paras. 30-36) are 
tucked away under section IV which addresses the broad theme of: Protecting and managing the 
natural resource base o f  economic and social development. Oceans, seas, islands and coastal 
areas constitutes but one o f almost a dozen subsets o f  issues covered under this section, among 
them, those related to water resources management; disaster management', climate change, 
sustainable agriculture', mountain ecosystems', sustainable tourism development', biodiversity', 
forests and trees', and mining, minerals and metals. Thus lurking within this necessarily broadly 
conceptualised section are three elements that have been explicitly identified as being o f priority 
interest to Caribbean SIDS. Sustainable tourism development and disaster management complete 
this selection. This, o f  course, is not to deny the importance o f the other elements that are 
captured within that section. Biodiversity, for example, is also o f critical importance. 
Fundamentally, what is being emphasised is the need for decision-makers within SIDS and 
indeed o f all other countries, to be aware o f the content o f  the entire Plan o f  Implementation if  
the frameworks for implementation that are developed in the respective countries, subregions 
and regions are to yield optimum benefits.
Further illustrating the relevance o f a thorough familiarisation with the content o f the 
totality o f the Plan o f  Implementation in the specific context o f the SIDS o f the Caribbean 
subregion, reference will once more be made to the paragraphs dealing with oceans, seas, islands 
and coastal areas. These paragraphs cover, inter alia:
• An identification o f the major international treaties and other arrangements that
have been developed to address a very wide range o f what might be summarily 
described as ocean management issues and whose signature, ratification or 
accession would make significant contributions to the development and
effectiveness o f  ocean management regimes; an identification o f effective
approaches to ocean management at local, regional as well as global levels; and
• Provisions relating to the delivery o f assistance to developing countries in the
conservation and sustainable management o f fishery resources, among other 
aspects o f  ocean management.
In a very real sense, this particular combination o f elements, as set out in the paragraphs 
mentioned, in itself serves as a source o f  technical assistance with respect to the further
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development o f a very important Caribbean initiative that is currently being advanced within the 
United Nations General Assembly by the countries o f the circum-Caribbean subregion for 
Promoting an integrated management approach to the Caribbean Sea area in the context o f  
sustainable development (United Nations, 2002e1). This is an issue that currently enjoys very 
high priority within the Caribbean and one in respect o f which the ECLAC Subregional 
Headquarters for the Caribbean has been mandated by its member countries to take the lead role 
in the execution o f  the further technical work that is required for its more detailed articulation 
and operationalisation. In the resolution adopted by the fifty-seventh session o f the General 
Assembly, the Secretary-General has been requested to report on its implementation at its fifty- 
ninth session under the item “Further implementation o f  the Programme o f Action for the 
Sustainable Development o f  Small Island Developing States ”.
The fact that the content o f the Plan o f Implementation merely confirms the selection of 
elements already identified by the experts from within the subregion who have already addressed 
the matter in some considerable detail, does not detract from the validity o f the original reference 
to technical assistance. What is important in this context, is the confirmation that the Caribbean 
Sea proposal, under reference, is proceeding along the relevant parameters with potentially 
positive implications for its endorsement at the appropriate time.
What is also worth emphasising, in addition, is the potential scope o f the Caribbean Sea 
proposal to encompass all the sustainable development issues o f relevance to the countries o f the 
subregion. This is so, particularly bearing in mind the small size o f most o f the States and 
territories concerned and, arising from that, the nature o f the land space-to-ocean space ratio 
within the areas under their respective jurisdictions. The recognition o f this phenomenon would 
lead to the treatment o f the corresponding islands as completely coastal entities for planning 
purposes. This is the basis o f  the proposition to the effect that the Caribbean Sea proposal 
provides ample scope for the articulation as well as the implementation o f a comprehensive 
sustainable development regime for the entire subregion, and within the basic guideline 
articulated by the twenty-second special session o f the General Assembly and entrenched by the 
WSSD, namely, to advance and strengthen the interdependent and mutually reinforcing 
economic, social and environmental pillars o f  sustainable development. The regional approach 
is also in keeping with the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (articles 122- 
123). (United Nations, 1982)
Progress to date on this proposal has been rather limited. However, in order to accelerate 
the process and also, within the context o f follow-up o f the Plan o f Implementation and o f the 
relevant General Assembly resolutions mentioned above, the opportunity presented by the full 
and comprehensive review o f the implementation of the SIDS Programme of Action, that is to 
take place in 2004, should be seized by the countries o f  the subregion, to take the initiative to a 
higher level o f implementation. In this regard, it will be recalled that the fifty-ninth session o f the 
United Nations General Assembly, at which the Secretary-General has been requested to present 
a report on the implementation o f the General Assembly resolution on the Caribbean Sea 
proposal, will also convene in 2004.
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The decision o f the fifty-seventh session o f the General Assembly in its resolution 
Further Implementation o f the Programme o f Action fo r the Sustainable Development o f Small 
Island Developing States (United Nations 2002 c), to convene an international meeting in 2004 
to undertake a full and comprehensive review o f the implementation o f the SIDS POA, as called 
for in the Plan o f Implementation adopted at the WSSD, provides ample scope for preparation 
for this very important event during 2003. The resolution, which is attached as Annex IV, 
establishes a preparatory process for the international meeting, including regional and 
interregional meetings and makes repeated reference to the role o f regional commissions in the 
preparatory process. Thus, a framework already exists in this regard and it is expected that, 
within the subregion, the details o f the process will be developed through a process of 
consultation among the member countries and also with the agencies which collaborate in the 
implementation of the SIDS POA. The ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean will 
coordinate the process.
What is envisaged in this regard is the activation o f the Caribbean Model, comprising a 
number o f institutions and mechanisms that have been developed for the implementation o f the 
SIDS POA which will be described later in this paper. Thus relevant meetings o f the Caribbean 
SIDS and the collaborating agencies will be convened. In this regard, all relevant documentation 
pertaining to the implementation experiences at the subregional level, will be prepared by the 
ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean. Such documentation would cover, inter 
alia, a comprehensive review o f the implementation o f the SIDS POA up to the present time.
Such a review will incorporate, inter alia, an overall assessment o f the state o f  
implementation o f the SIDS POA and o f sustainable development, more generally, in the 
subregion; a review of the areas identified as subregional priorities; initiatives taken at the 
subregional level; achievements; constraints to implementation and efforts to overcome these; 
priorities for the future; key issues for priority action at the global level; and prospects for the 
future. The review would also point the way towards the development o f a further updated Joint 
Work Programme to reflect, inter alia, the outcomes o f the WSSD. Draft proposals in the latter 
regard, might be extrapolated from the elements o f  the Plan o f Implementation that have been set 
out in this Paper and tabulated as a basis for discussion.
It is also anticipated that National Reports would be prepared and the Subregional 
Headquarters will be seeking to assist the process o f  the compilation o f these reports through, 
inter alia, the administration o f a standardised questionnaire, following the procedure that was 
used, quite successfully, in preparation for the 1997 ministerial meeting which was convened to, 
inter alia, prepare the subregion for the twenty-second special session o f the General Assembly. 
National reports are critical to ensuring that the specific concerns o f the subregion are adequately 
reflected in all relevant forums.
Among other specific elements o f the framework for implementation o f the outcomes of 
the WSSD in the Caribbean subregion, what is already envisaged by the ECLAC Subregional 
Headquarters for the Caribbean as the major element, is the convening o f the Second Caribbean 
Ministerial Meeting to be developed along the lines o f its outstandingly successful 1997
3. SIDS + 1 0
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predecessor to which reference has already been made. The international meeting scheduled for 
2004 will be a meeting o f critical importance and the expectation is that a renewed commitment 
will be articulated by the subregion and, in particular, by the wider international community, to 
the implementation o f the SIDS Programme o f Action whose expansion to embrace the key 
social and economic issues that present critical obstacles to the sustainable development o f our 
countries, in addition to the environmental dimension, was entrenched at the WSSD. This 
proposed Second Caribbean Ministerial Meeting will also provide overall political direction to 
the subregional participation in the international meeting in 2004. The ministerial meeting is 
currently scheduled for June 2003.
Following the approach that informed the development o f an updated Joint Work 
Programme for execution by the subregion to take into account the amplified scope of 
implementation of the SIDS Programme o f Action as endorsed by the twenty-second Special 
Session, a wider coverage o f agencies would be sought to collaborate in the process to reflect the 
correspondingly wider coverage o f  areas as endorsed by the WSSD. The proposed meeting o f the 
SIDS of the Caribbean subregion with regional and international agencies will need to precede 
the ministerial event.
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4. THE UNITED NATIONS MILLENNIUM DECLARATION: THE CENTRAL
IMPORTANCE OF THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
The United Nations Millennium Declaration (United Nations, 2000) was adopted at the 
Millennium Summit which convened on 6-8 September 2000, by 189 member States, which 
represented the totality o f the organization at the time. Of this number, 147 were represented at 
the level o f Head o f State/and or Government. The Declaration embodies a number o f specific 
commitments which, taken together, are directed towards enhancing the welfare o f mankind.
The Millennium Declaration, which, notwithstanding its very wide scope, is a very 
compact document, sets out its diagnostic in relation to, inter alia, the international development 
problématique, as well as its recommendations, under eight headings, namely:
1. Values and principles;
2. Peace, security and disarmament;
3. Development and poverty eradication;
4. Protecting our common environment;
5. Human rights, democracy and good governance;
6. Protecting the vulnerable;
7. Meeting the special needs o f Africa; and
8. Strengthening the United Nations.
The Declaration identifies issues related to globalisation as the central challenge we face  
today. More specifically, the concern, as expressed by the Heads of State and/or Government, is 
that globalisation becomes a positive force fo r all the w orld’s people.
Among the key elements o f the Millennium Declaration are the following:
1. An assault on extreme poverty, including, to halve, by 2015, the proportion of 
those whose income is less than one dollar a day, those who suffer from hunger 
and those who are without access to safe drinking water;
2. The need for good governance within each country;
3. A commitment to an open, equitable, rule-based, predictable and non- 
discriminatory multilateral trading and financial system;
4. A call for an enhanced programme o f debt relief for the heavily indebted poor 
countries; the need to comprehensively address the debt problems o f low and 
middle-income developing countries; and a call for increased ODA;
5. A resolve to address the special needs o f small island developing States, by 
implementing the Barbados Programme o f Action and the outcome o f the twenty- 
second special session o f the General Assembly rapidly and in full. The 
international community is also urged to ensure that in the development o f a 
vulnerability index, the special needs o f small island developing States are taken 
into account.
6. A resolve to ensure by 2015, all children everywhere can complete primary 
schooling;
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7. A resolve to have halted and begun to reverse, by 2015, the spread o f HIV/AIDS, 
malaria and other major diseases;
8. A resolve to promote gender equality and the empowerment o f women as 
effective ways o f  combatting poverty, hunger and disease and to stimulate 
development that is truly sustainable;
9. Reaffirmation o f support for the principles o f sustainable development, including 
those set out in Agenda 21 ;
10. To seek to ensure the early entry into force o f  the Kyoto Protocol;
11. To intensify efforts for the management, conservation and sustainable 
development o f all types o f forests; and to press for the full implementation of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Convention to Combat 
Desertification;
12. To stop the unsustainable exploitation o f water resources through the 
development o f water management strategies at the regional, national and local 
levels, which promote both equitable access and adequate supplies;
13. To intensify cooperation to reduce the number and effects o f  natural and man- 
made disasters;
14. To work more collectively for more inclusive political processes, allowing 
genuine participation by all citizens;
15. To seek to ensure that children and civilian populations that suffer 
disproportionately the consequences o f  natural disasters, genocide, armed 
conflicts and other humanitarian emergencies are given every assistance and 
protection;
16. To support the consolidation o f democracy in Africa and assist Africans in their 
struggle for lasting peace, poverty eradication and sustainable development, 
thereby bringing Africa into the mainstream o f the world economy;
17. To strengthen the United Nations in order to make it a more effective instrument 
for pursuing all the objectives mentioned in the Declaration.
The United Nations Millennium Declaration is attached as Annex V.
As emphasised by the Secretary-General in his Report on his Road map towards the 
implementation o f  the United Nations Millennium Declaration (United Nations, 2001), the 
Declaration recognises the interrelatedness o f  global problems and the fact that “each tends to 
complicate the solution o f  one or more others”. Arising from this, was the need for “a 
comprehensive approach and a coordinated strategy”, implying the need for a range o f  problems 
to be addressed in tandem. Nor did the authors o f the Declaration labour under the misperception 
that the problems identified within its pages were new. In fact, the document explicitly 
recognises the contribution o f a number o f  international conferences, including more recently 
crafted international norms, to its development.
The commitment o f the Heads o f State and/or Government to achieving the 
internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the United Nations 
Millennium Declaration and in the outcomes o f  the major United Nations conferences and 
international agreements since 1992 is a theme that recurs throughout the Johannesburg 
Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Plan o f Implementation that were adopted at
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the WSSD. In fact, the juxtaposition o f the Millennium Development Goals with the other 
elements mentioned above, reflects the recognition o f the very strong degree o f overlap that 
exists between the overall thrust, as well as the detailed content, o f  each. By reference both to the 
details o f its content, as well as to its overall thrust, the Millennium Declaration matches the 
Johannesburg Declaration, for example, in its drive to advance and strengthen the 
interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars o f  sustainable development...at local, national, 
regional and global levels.
In this regard, highlighting o f the Millennium Development Goals and, in particular, the 
specificity o f many o f the several objectives, including the identification o f targets, in many 
cases, has the additional advantages o f  imparting a greater degree o f focus to the implementation 
process o f the Plan o f  Implementation, given, inter alia, the broad coincidence o f elements and 
approach, as well as o f  providing indicators and other guidelines against which the progress of 
implementation might be measured or otherwise evaluated. It might also be recalled that the 
Plan o f  Implementation was intended to build on international achievements since UNCED and 
expedite the realisation o f the remaining goals.
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5. SELECTED IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES
5.1 The implementation formula: Cooperation, coordination, coherence and synthesis
/
In just five lines, paragraph 143 o f the WSSD Plan o f Implementation, a document of 170 
paragraphs, makes what might be the most fundamental point in the implementation of Agenda 
21, the outcomes o f  the Summit, the Millennium Development Goals and other relevant 
sustainable development prescriptions. Significantly, in this document, in which such concepts as 
cooperation, coordination, coherence and synthesis loom large as key guiding principles to guide 
the implementation process, it is provided (para. 158), in the context o f Strengthening 
institutional arrangements fo r  sustainable development at the regional level, that Implementation 
o f Agenda 21 and the outcoms o f  the Summit should be effectively pursued at the regional and 
subregional levels, through the regional commissions and other regional and subregional 
institutions and bodies. The scope o f the implementation process is however reinforced in one of 
the document’s footnotes (page 69) in which it is clarified that References in the present chapter 
to Agenda 21 are deemed to include Agenda 21, the Programme for the Further Implementation 
o f  Agenda 21 and the outcomes o f  the Summit. This is perhaps one o f the finer expressions of 
synthesis that pervade the document. Likewise, when the Institutional framework for sustainable 
development is addressed, paragraph 137 recites the following, which effectively corroborates 
the observation with respect to coordination, cooperation, coherence and synthesis in the 
implementation process as formulated at the WSSD:
An effective institutional framework for sustainable development at all levels is key to the 
full implementation o f  Agenda 21, the follow-up to the outcomes o f  the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development and meeting emerging sustainable development challenges. 
Measures aimed at strengthening such a framework should build on the provisions o f  
Agenda 21 as well as the 1997 Programme for its further implementation and the 
principles o f  the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and should promote 
the achievement o f  the internationally agreed development goals, including those 
contained in the Millennium Declaration, taking into account the Monterrey Consensus 
and relevant outcomes o f other major United Nations conferences and international 
agreements since 1992. It should be responsive to the needs o f  all countries, taking into 
account the specific needs o f  developing countries including the means of  
implementation. It should lead to the strengthening o f  international bodies and 
organisations dealing with sustainable development, while respecting their existing 
mandates, as well as to the strengthening o f relevant regional, national and local 
institutions.
Providing an indication o f the range o f issues to be addressed in the context of 
sustainable development, paragraph 138 continues:
Good governance is essential fo r  sustainable development. Sound economic policies, 
solid democratic institutions responsive to the needs o f  the people and improved 
infrastructure are the basis fo r sustained economic growth, poverty eradication, and 
employment creation. Freedom, peace and security, domestic stability, respect for human 
rights, including the right to development, and the rule o f  law, gender equality, market-
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oriented policies, and an overall commitment to just and democratic societies are also 
essential and mutually reinforcing.
It is against this background that paragraph 143 makes what might be regarded as the 
fundamental recommendation to the effect that:
The General Assembly o f the United Nations should adopt sustainable development as a 
key element o f  the overarching framework fo r  United Nations activities, particularly for  
achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the 
Millennium Declaration, and should give overall political direction to the 
implementation o f  Agenda 21 and its review.
The importance o f this recommendation cannot be overstated, having due regard to the 
difficulties encountered over past decades in reforming the United Nations and the rationalisation 
of its activities and processes towards increased effectiveness through, enhanced coordination, 
among other aspects. Fundamentally, what this recommendation seems to be addressing, albeit 
tentatively, is the need for a clear regime for what might be referred to as the Global Governance 
o f Sustainable Development.
From the perspective o f  the SIDS of the Caribbean, among others, UNCED, through the 
convening o f the UNGCSIDS by the General Assembly on its recommendation, had bequeathed 
these entities an important legacy in the form o f the SIDS POA. The hallmark of this legacy, 
however, was its almost exclusive focus on environmental concerns to the virtual exclusion of 
the social and economic factors which closely impinge on the sustainable development prospects 
of these States.
In the interim, the SIDS o f the Caribbean, among others, had come to realise, well before 
the convening o f the twenty-second special session o f the United Nations General Assembly, that 
the SIDS POA which, as has already been stated, constituted, for them, the most concrete 
expression o f Agenda 21, had, nevertheless, fallen short in respect o f the articulation o f a holistic 
strategy as evidenced by its failure to capture a number of vital social, economic and other issues 
which were already recognised to be presenting very serious obstacles to the sustainable 
development o f  their countries. Among the more critical concerns in this regard and in respect o f  
which more specific prescriptions were advocated, were the HIV/AIDS pandemic; the rising 
levels o f crime; the drug problem-, the alienation of, particularly, male youths from the education 
system; and the trade and related aspects o f the phenomena o f the increased globalisation, as well 
as the liberalisation o f interstate relations in the economic and other spheres.
The explicit incorporation o f such socio-economic elements in operational terms in the 
context o f the implementation o f the SIDS POA by the twenty-second special session o f the 
General Assembly, accompanied by the similarly explicit identification o f the need for the 
integration o f  economic, environmental and social components o f  action to achieve sustainable 
development was a source o f  great satisfaction and encouragement to Caribbean SIDS.
Further, as Caribbean SIDS prepared for the WSSD, a major concern was that the SIDS 
POA and all SIDS-related issues that provide scope for the articulation o f holistic sustainable
17
development strategies, covering inter alia, economic, social and environmental parameters, 
should be restored to a central place on the international agenda, following a perceived dilution 
o f focus in this regard by the wider international community since UNCED. Fundamentally, the 
concern was for the SIDS POA and related international decisions to be entrenched as the 
framework for pursuing the sustainable development o f  SIDS at the international, as well as at 
the regional and national levels.
It is in this specific context that the recommendation set out in paragraph 143 of the 
WSSD Plan o f  Implementation finds ample resonance in the Caribbean. Reference has already 
been made to the need, in the context o f Global Governance, for the coordination of sustainable 
development initiatives at the international level. The entrenchment, or as stated in the Plan o f  
Implementation, the adoption o f sustainable development as a key element o f the overarching 
framework for United Nations activities, is perhaps the next best approach to confronting the 
major obstacles that are encountered in efforts at further enhancing coordination within the 
United Nations system.
In the present circumstances, each Global Summit, including UNCED, 3-14 June 1992; 
the UNGCSIDS, 25 April-6 May 1994; the World Summit for Social Development, 6-12 March 
1995; the Fourth World Conference on Women, 4-15 September 1995; Habitat, 3-14 June 1996; 
and all the others that have convened since UNCED, produced its own Plan o f Action and 
instituted its more-or-less discrete follow-up process. Even in those cases where reference is 
made to the Action Plans or Platforms adopted at other Summits, the integration, or at least, the 
coordination o f relevant activities, is seldom at a level that permits the optimal exploitation of 
synergies. Implementation o f the recommendation in paragraph 143 would, therefore, represent a 
great first step in the generation o f a shared approach to the development problématique that has 
been redefined many times over in recent decades. The generation o f a shared approach could 
conceivably predispose the relevant actors towards the enhanced coordination that is recognised 
to be necessary in the implementation o f sustainable development. Nor would the benefits of 
such a development be restricted to the SIDS o f the different geographical subregions. The 
benefits o f  the process can be expected to accrue to the international community as a whole.
5.2 Towards integrated and coordinated implementation: Retrofitting the international
implementation infrastructure
Even as attention is directed, specifically to the development of a framework for the 
implementation o f the World Summit on Sustainable Development and even as specific 
guidelines for implementation have been provided by the General Assembly in this regard, it is 
nevertheless important to take full cognisance o f all related developments in the wider United 
Nations system.
In its resolution entitled World Summit on Sustainable Development (United Nations 
2002 f), for example, quite apart from endorsing the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable 
Development and the Johannesburg Plan o f  Implementation, the General Assembly :
4. Urges Governments and all relevant international and regional organizations, the
Economic and Social Council, United Nations funds, programmes and regional
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commissions, specialized agencies, international financial institutions, the Global 
Environment Facility, as well as other international organizations and major groups, to 
take timely actions to ensure the effective follow-up and implementation o f the 
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation;
9.Requests the Economic and Social Council to implement the provisions o f  the 
Johannesburg Plan o f  Implementation relevant to its mandate and, in particular, to 
promote the implementation o f Agenda 21 by strengthening system-wide coordination;
Significantly, in the same resolution, the General Assembly also:
9. Requests the Secretary-General to take into fu ll account the outcomes o f the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development, in particular the decisions made on the 
institutional frameworkfor sustainable development as contained in chapter XI o f  the 
Plan o f  Implementation, in the ongoing process of reform of the United Nations and 
in his contribution to the integrated and coordinated implementation of and follow- 
up to the outcomes of major United Nations conferences and summits in the 
economic, social and related fields; (emphasis added).
The text o f  the resolution entitled, World Summit on Sustainable Development (United 
Nations 2002.Í), is attached as Annex VI.
Also related to the follow-up o f the WSSD, thus relevant, also, for the development of 
this section o f the paper, is the resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its fifty-seventh 
session on Further implementation o f  the Programme o f  Action fo r the Sustainable Development 
o f Small Island Developing States (United Nations 2002.c)
It will be recalled that, in the context o f implementation o f the outcomes o f  the WSSD, 
this resolution, inter alia, provided for the convening o f an international meeting in 2004, which 
will include a high-level segment, to undertake a full and comprehensive review o f the 
implementation o f  the Programme o f Action, as called for in the Plan o f Implementation o f the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development. Quite apart from stipulating the incorporation o f a 
high-level segment into the structure o f the proposed international meeting, other specific 
guidelines are set out, including:
7. Further decides to convene regional preparatory meetings o f small island developing 
States in the African,Caribbean and Pacific regions, as well as an interregional 
preparatory meeting fo r  all small island developing States, to undertake the review o f  the 
Programme o f  Action at the national, subregional and regional levels and to identify and 
develop input fo r  the above-mentioned review that is specific to small island developing 
States while maximizing coherence and complementarity with respect to other 
preparatory work,
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On the basis o f the foregoing, three major observations may be made with respect to the 
machinery for implementation and for more general follow-up o f the outcomes of global 
summits, as follows:
1. The provision by the General Assembly o f specific guidelines that are to a greater 
or lesser extent informed by explicit recommendations o f given global summits;
2. The emphasis placed on the need for “maximizing coherence and 
complementarity” and also for "integrated and coordinated implementation” and 
other equivalent guidelines, with respect to activities undertaken, or envisaged in 
connection with the outcomes o f other Summits;
3. The decision o f the General Assembly, according to which it decides to adopt 
sustainable development as a key element of the overarching framework for 
United Nations activities, in particular for achieving the internationally agreed 
development goals, including those contained in the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration, and to give overall political direction to the implementation of 
Agenda 21 and its review.
Earlier in this paper, this last element, namely, the adoption o f sustainable development 
as a key element o f the overarching framework for United Nations activities, was portrayed as a 
forward looking prescription intended to promote congruence, if  not similarity o f approaches to 
the formulation and implementation o f development activities and to overcome the difficulties 
currently encountered in the coordination o f such activities across the United Nations system. 
However, in addition to this major, formal innovation, the fifty-seventh Session o f the General 
Assembly, evidently harbouring a profound concern with respect to overcoming the coordination 
difficulties mentioned, has introduced a very important measure which might be interpreted as a 
significant attempt to retrofit the international implementation infrastructure in the context o f the 
outcomes o f global Summits. This is an important development that must also be borne in mind 
as the development and subsequent application o f a framework for implementation o f the WSSD 
outcomes are pursued.
In what might yet be hailed as a landmark decision, the adoption o f the resolution on 
Integrated and coordinated implementation o f and follow-up to the outcomes o f the major United 
Nations conferences and summits in the economic and social fields (United Nations 2002.e), 
points in the direction of concrete measures towards the achievement o f the frequently reiterated 
objective o f  coordination among United Nations agencies.
This initiative is predicated on, inter alia:
Reaffirming that the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained 
in the United Nations Millennium Declaration and the outcomes o f the major United 
Nations conferences and summits provide a comprehensive basis fo r action at the 
national, regional and international levels with the key objectives o f  poverty eradication, 
sustained economic growth, sustainable development and improvement o f  the living 
conditions o f  people everywhere,
and
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Reaffirming further that while each United Nations conference has its thematic unity, 
major United Nations conferences and summits should be viewed as interlinked and 
contributing to an integrated framework fo r  the implementation o f the internationally 
agreed goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, and a global 
partnership fo r development,
It is in connection with the foregoing that the General Assembly has set about the 
development o f a new implementation mechanism, by virtue o f the establishment o f an open- 
ended working group o f the General Assembly under the Chairmanship of its President. The 
tasks entrusted to the working group include:
1. To produce concrete recommendations to ensure an integrated and coordinated
follow-up o f the United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social 
and related fields, and thus contribute to the implementation o f the internationally 
agreed development goals;
2. To submit proposals on how best to address the review of the implementation of 
the outcomes o f the major United Nations conferences and summits, including its 
format and periodicity;
3. Consider how to ensure that the outcomes o f the major United Nations
conferences and summits are integrated in the programmes o f work o f the United 
Nations system;
Significantly, the General Assembly also decided that ‘ future decisions on follow-up to 
conferences whole ten-year anniversary are imminent shall be kept pending subject to the 
decisions to be taken by the General Assembly on the report o f  the working group”. The 
working group was to commence its substantive work during the fifty-seventh session o f  the 
General Assembly, no later than January 2003, and will submit its report before Friday 27 June 
2003, fo r consideration by the General Assembly and action before the end o f that session in 
2003.
According to the President o f  the fifty-seventh session o f the General Assembly, the 
results o f  the working group “should inter alia contribute to more efficient fulfilment o f  
development goals, rationalization o f work o f  the United Nations General Assembly, its 
Committees, functional Commissions and ECOSOC and thus contribute to strengthening the 
United Nations role in the area o f development cooperation. ” 1
The text o f the resolution is attached as Annex V I .
The relevance o f the foregoing is, inter alia, the need for preparedness on the part o f the 
SIDS o f the Caribbean to make adjustments to whatever detailed arrangements might be 
fashioned at the subregional level for the implementation o f the outcomes o f the WSSD, in light 
o f the developments within the General Assembly just mentioned.
1 Statement on “United Nations General Assem bly Presidency in the Light o f  the Caribbean Candidacy” delivered in 
the context o f  the Fourteenth Inter-Sessional M eeting o f  the Conference o f  Heads o f  Government o f  the Caribbean 
Community, Port o f  Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, 14 February, 2003
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It is to be observed that the Plan o f  Implementation makes no attempt at a concise 
definition o f this frequently used concept, notwithstanding the reaffirmation by the Heads of 
State and/or Government o f the international community o f their commitment to sustainable 
development in all its dimensions. For example, in paragraph 163 it is proposed, inter alia, that:
All countries should promote sustainable development at the national level by, inter alia, 
enacting and enforcing clear and effective laws that support sustainable development. 
(emphasis added.)
However in the preceding paragraph 162, referring to national strategies fo r sustainable 
development, it is suggested, inter alia, that:
Such strategies, which, where applicable, could be formulated as poverty reduction 
strategies that integrate economic, social and environmental aspects o f sustainable 
development, should be pursued in accordance with each country’s national priorities.
Other statements occurring in the document suggest, for example:
Poverty eradication, changing unsustainable patterns o f  production and consumption, 
and protecting and managing the natural resource base o f economic and social 
development are overarching objectives of, and essential requirements for, sustainable 
development.
Also, on the question o f the implementation o f the WSSD outcomes through 
partnerships, it is indicated that:
As reflected in the Monterrey Consensus, such partnerships are key to pursuing 
sustainable development in a globalizing world.
Yet another formulation advises that:
Peace, security, stability and respect fo r human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
including the right to development, as well as respect fo r  cultural diversity, are essential 
fo r  achieving sustainable development and ensuring that sustainable development 
benefits all.
These formulations, among others, refer, variously, to inter alia:
1. Sustainable development as a final goal or state o f a country, a society or even an 
economy;
2. Sustainable development as a process: moving from one mode o f  existence to 
another;
3. Elements that are advanced as preconditions for sustainable development: peace, 
security etc; and
5.3 But what is Sustainable Development?
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4. The implied need fo r  the equitable sharing o f  the benefits o f  the undefined 
process, both as a precondition, as well as an expression, in itself, o f  the final 
state o f  sustainable development.
Against the foregoing, there is the formulation of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to the effect that:
“ ....sustainable development is an exceptional opportunity fo r  humankind —economically 
to build markets and create jobs; socially, to bring people in from the margins; politically, to 
reduce tensions over resources, that could lead to violence; and o f  course, environmentally, to 
protect the ecosystems and resources on which all life depends. ” (United Nations, 1998)
This formulation captures the dominant approach that is being entrenched within both the 
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the WSSD Plan o f Implementation 
and which places emphasis on advancing the interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars of 
sustainable development -  economic development, social development and environmental 
protection- at local, national, regional and global levels.
On this question o f the varying approaches to sustainable development within both the 
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and the WSSD Plan o f  Implementation, 
it is probably worthwhile to observe that a similar state o f affairs is encountered in the more 
general literature in which, a range o f terminologies and formulations is advanced in approaches 
to sustainable development. Among the more frequently used approaches that might be 
identified in this regard are:
• Sustainable development: integrating the social, economic and environmental 
components o f development;
• Sustainable development approached from the perspective o f  sustainable 
economic development;
• Sustainable development approached from the perspective o f  ecological 
sustainability;
•  Sustainable development approached in the context o f ecologically sustainable 
economic development;
•  Sustainable development as an approach to the sustainable society.
From the foregoing, it might be surmised that the juxtaposition o f  these and related 
elements such as can be extrapolated from the various usages o f sustainable development in the 
Plan o f  Implementation, as well as in the wider literature, provides the raw material for the 
generation of, at least, a more concise definitional approach to sustainable development. Not 
only would such an approach inform the operationalisation o f the concept and facilitate the 
ongoing discourse on the subject on the basis o f shared understandings, but also, through the 
generation o f some significant degree on convergence, it would, constitute a very important tool 
for implementation. This element o f  convergence might be o f particular relevance at the 
subregional or regional level, for example in the Caribbean subregion, where many similar 
situations and phenomena are encountered, suggesting the relevance o f concrete subregional 
approaches to this evidently plastic concept o f sustainable development on several fronts.
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Convergence o f approaches to sustainable development also becomes a critical issue as efforts 
are made to concretise indicators for sustainable development as urged in the Plan o f  
Implementation itself (paragraph 130).
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6. ROLE OF THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONS: ISSUES RELATING TO THE
ECLAC SUBREGIONAL HEADQUARTERS FOR THE CARIBBEAN
6.1 Introduction
Even prior to the convening o f the WSSD, the regional commissions o f the United 
Nations system had articulated a position conveying, in the explicit context o f that Summit, inter 
alia, the recognition o f the need for the international sustainable development effort to be 
coordinated at regional, national, local as well as global levels. (United Nations, 2002a). In that 
regard, the regional commissions recognized that they were well positioned to promote the 
implementation o f the multi-dimensional concept that is sustainable development and to 
articulate local and national priorities consistent with regional and global realities.
Regional commissions also recognise that cooperation among countries can most 
effectively be promoted at the regional and subregional levels in responding to complex global 
issues, especially in the context o f the specificities inherent within any given geographical space. 
Regional commissions recognise, in addition, the value o f cooperation with other regional and 
international institutions in undertaking the responsibilities assigned to them in connection with 
the implementation o f the outcomes o f the WSSD at the regional level.
In this regard, the comparative advantage o f the commissions is founded on, inter alia, 
their accumulated experience; their multifaceted analytical work; their effective provision of 
technical assistance and their capabilities to assist governments in developing regional and 
subregional perspectives and consensus on global issues. Moreover, their multisectoral expertise 
and the inter-disciplinary nature o f  their work, combined with their ability to convene meetings 
in a neutral forum for policy dialogue and exchange o f experience, place them at a vantage point 
to manage and coordinate regional and subregional efforts to make development sustainable. On 
the basis o f the foregoing, the regional commissions have indicated their readiness to lead the 
way towards effective actions at the regional level, involving, inter alia, the translation of the 
WSSD outcomes into concrete initiatives, projects and activities.
6.2 Implementation: Some issues in relation to the role of regional commissions
Reference has already been made to the role perceived by the regional commissions for 
themselves in connection with the follow-up o f the outcomes o f the WSSD based on, inter alia, 
their inter-disciplinary strengths; their ability to provide greater coherence and coordination 
between the national, subregional, regional and global levels and their willingness to lead the 
process at the regional level.
Of significance in this regard, is the support conveyed for an enhanced role for the 
regional commissions by the Secretary-General o f the United Nations who, in his Report to Prep 
Com 11 o f the WSSD envisaged “..the fuller utilization o f  the regional commissions to promote 
regional sustainable development strategies and review regional and national implementation o f  
the outcomes o f  the World Summit on Sustainable Development ".
Within the Plan o f  Implementation itself, under the heading, Strengthening institutional 
arrangements fo r sustainable development at the regional level (paras.158-161), a mandate, as
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extensive as it is intensive, is conveyed to, inter alia, the regional commissions with respect to 
the follow-up o f the outcomes o f the WSSD. This mandate comprises the following major 
elements:
1. Implementation o f Agenda 21 and the outcomes o f the Summit should be 
effectively pursued at the regional and subregional levels, through the regional 
commissions and other regional and subregional bodies;
2. Intraregional coordination and cooperation on sustainable development should be 
improved among the regional commissions and other regional and subregional 
institutions and bodies. Such cooperation is to include, as appropriate, support for 
development; enhancement and implementation o f agreed regional sustainable 
development strategies and action plans; reflecting national and regional 
priorities;
3. In particular, regional commissions, in collaboration with other regional and 
subregional bodies, should:
• Promote the integration o f the three dimensions o f sustainable 
development into their work in a balanced way, including through 
implementation o f Agenda 21 ;
• Facilitate and promote a balanced integration o f the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions o f sustainable development into the work of 
regional, subregional and other bodies, for example, by facilitating and 
strengthening the exchange o f experiences, including national experiences, 
best practices, case studies and partnership experience related to the 
implementation o f Agenda 21 ;
• Assist in the mobilisation o f technical and financial assistance and 
facilitate the provision o f adequate financing for the implementation of 
regionally and subregionally agreed sustainable development programmes 
and projects, including addressing the objective o f poverty eradication;
•  Support regionally and subregionally agreed sustainable development 
initiatives and programmes such as the interregional aspects o f the 
globally agreed Programme o f Action for the Sustainable Development of 
Small Island Developing States.
Also o f relevance with respect to the functions o f regional commissions in relation to the 
follow-up o f the outcomes o f the WSSD, is the role envisaged by the General Assembly in its 
resolution dealing with the World Summit on Sustainable Development, in which it:
Urges Governments and all relevant international and regional organizations ...United
Nations funds, programmes and regional economic commissions ...to take timely actions
to ensure the effective follow-up and implementation o f  the Johannesburg Declaration on
Sustainable Development and the Johannesburg Plan o f  Implementation; (United
Nations, 2002f)
Against the background o f the foregoing, even as the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters 
for the Caribbean prepares for intense involvement in the implementation and general follow-up 
of the outcomes o f  the WSSD, in accordance with its mandates, it is nevertheless mindful o f the
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need to balance its activism with the need for sustained participation on the part o f its member 
countries thus ensuring ownership o f the process by the SIDS o f the subregion. Selected core 
aspects o f the contribution o f the Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean to the 
implementation o f the SIDS POA to date are detailed in the following section. This aspect is 
also worth bearing in mind in relation to the framework for future implementation of the SIDS 
POA, including the outcomes o f the WSSD.
6.2.1 The contribution of the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean to 
the implementation of the SIDS POA
With responsibility as a regional commission to undertake activities associated with 
global summits and prompted by the concern with respect to the recognised deficit in 
implementation within the subregion, the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean 
convened the first o f  a series o f inter-agency meetings aimed at convening a regional technical 
and ministerial meeting to discuss the status o f  the SIDS Programme o f Action in the subregion.
As a result o f  this initiative, in November 1997, ECLAC, with the support o f a number of 
agencies, convened the subregion’s first and, to date, only ministerial meeting on the 
implementation o f the SIDS POA, hosted in Barbados, to address, inter alia, the status of 
implementation o f the POA, the level o f  political commitment to the process and the way 
forward. This also marked the beginnings o f the informal grouping o f regional and regionally 
based agencies that is now referred to as the Inter-Agency Collaborative Group (IACG) and 
which has since become one o f the most important mechanisms for the implementation of 
activities under the Programme o f Action within the subregion.
In the absence o f  information on the status o f  implementation o f the Programme of  
Action at both the national or regional levels, the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the 
Caribbean, with the aid o f  a questionnaire and staff who travelled to the respective member 
States, produced a publication entitled, “Implementation o f  the SIDS POA-A Caribbean 
Perspective” (ECLAC/CDCC, 1998). This publication detailed the implementation activities of 
15 countries, as well as those o f a number o f relevant regional and regionally-based agencies. 
Until the convening o f the Subregional Preparatory Meeting o f the Caribbean fo r the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development, Havana, Cuba, 28-29 June 2001, it had the distinction of 
being the only document that summarized the experience o f implementation of the SIDS 
Programme o f Action in individual countries o f the Caribbean and in the subregion as a whole.
The Ministerial Meeting was attended by 18 Caribbean countries; three observers, 
namely, Canada, the Netherlands and the United States o f America, 11 United Nations Agencies 
and 20 other organizations, including non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The meeting 
confirmed and highlighted the region’s lack o f  a strategy to coordinate, implement or report on 
activities under the POA. Nor were resources available for these purposes. It also became clear 
that, while there were several sustainable development initiatives underway in the subregion, 
these had fallen within the framework of the POA, not by design, but by default, given the broad 
and general nature o f its formulations.
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Formalising a number o f arrangements fashioned by the Subregional Headquarters, the 
Ministerial Meeting also adopted a number o f measures the implementation o f which continues 
to influence the evolution o f the structures that have emerged for the coordination of 
implementation of activities under the Programme of Action within the subregion. Reference is 
here being made to what has since become known as the Caribbean Model for the 
implementation o f the SIDS Programme o f Action. Within this model, the ECLAC Subregional 
Headquarters for the Caribbean serves as the technical or operational arm o f a joint 
implementation Secretariat, while the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat was 
entrusted with the political outreach required, including, in particular, sustained efforts towards 
maintaining SIDS-related issues as priorities on the international agenda.
Secondly, the Meeting requested its Bureau, now referred to as “the SIDS Bureau ”, to 
maintain political oversight o f all regional SIDS-related activities, with the Joint Secretariat 
acting as Secretariat to the Bureau. Thirdly, regional and regionally-based agencies and 
organizations were requested to play key roles in the implementation o f activities in areas falling 
within their respective mandates. This concept o f grouping project activities in accordance with 
the respective Chapters o f the Programme o f  Action, to be supported by agencies responsible for 
implementation, had been earlier initiated by Subregional Headquarters o f ECLAC and was 
merely formalized by the Ministerial Meeting. Activities conducted within this format, evolved 
into the subregion's Joint Work Programme (JWP).
The Joint Work Programme comprised some 130 concrete activities to whose 
implementation commitment was expressed by 24 agencies, the majority o f which were 
members o f what became styled, the Inter-Agency Collaborative Group (IACG). The approach 
sponsored by the Subregional Headquarters also had the merit o f introducing order and structure 
into the process, in addition to providing a valuable tool with which to monitor and report on 
progress. Thus, with the Subregional Headquarters o f  ECLAC at the centre o f the process, from 
very modest beginnings and from sheer necessity, the Caribbean model for the coordination of 
implementation o f the SIDS POA, evolved. The year 1997 and, in particular, the convening of 
the Ministerial Meeting proved to be a watershed in terms of the series o f activities unleashed at 
that forum towards the effective implementation o f the SIDS Programme o f Action within the 
subregion.
In 1998, the Interim Secretariat convened four meetings o f the SIDS Bureau and the 
IACG, either jointly or separately2. Documentation was prepared and disseminated by the 
ECLAC Subregional Headquarters as the region prepared for the Meeting o f representatives o f  
International Donors and Representative o f  SIDS, “the D onors’ Meeting”, o f February 1999. A 
similar process was followed in connection with CSD-7, which convened in April 1999 and the 
Special Session o f the General Assembly which convened in September 1999. In November 
1998, the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean prepared and circulated across 
the Caribbean, a "Report on the state o f  implementation in the Caribbean o f the Programme o f  
Action for Small Island Developing States This document was at the focus o f attention at a 
regional meeting convened by the Subregional Headquarters in an effort to generate consensus 
on a Caribbean position on the implementation o f the POA as an input into CSD-7 and the 
overall process o f  preparation for the Special Session o f the General Assembly. The document
2 On 23 March; 15 June; 16 June and 6 November, 1998
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was ratified by consensus. The subregion had begun to speak with one voice, a not insignificant 
achievement. Moreover, the Subregional Headquarters o f  ECLAC received from the 
Department o f Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), a request for permission to circulate this 
Report to other SIDS regions as a model.
The ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean also hosted a one-day meeting 
on 14 August 1999 to engage the subregion in final preparations for the Special Session o f the 
United Nations General Assembly that convened on 27-28 September 1999, to review and 
appraise the implementation o f the SIDS Programme o f Action. At this meeting, a document 
entitled "The Caribbean Consensus on the Further Implementation o f  the SIDS Programme o f  
Action”, developed by the secretariat was circulated for discussion. The objective o f this 
document was singular: to provide the last comprehensive briefing for Caribbean delegations in 
the final days leading to the Special Session. While some misgivings were expressed, for the 
most part by the agencies there represented, with respect to the title o f the document, its content 
received general endorsement.
Finally, in its intervention at the Special Session, the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters 
for the Caribbean, in outlining its role in the subregional process o f implementation o f the 
Barbados Programme o f Action, also drew attention to the need to deepen the Programme of  
Action to encompass, in a focussed, operational sense, the social and economic issues, which, in 
addition to their environmental counterparts, had been recognised to present major obstacles to 
the sustainable development o f Caribbean SIDS, among others. Reference was made to the role 
o f the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters in a number o f interventions at the Special Session. In 
this context, particular reference was made to the efforts made by this Regional Commission to 
ensure that the Caribbean subregion was fully prepared to promote and defend its interests at that 
very important and critical review of the implementation o f the SIDS Programme o f Action.
At the Special Session, also, it was recognised that the United Nations agencies would 
need to continue to focus on their areas o f  expertise and agreed mandates and to build upon 
regional or national strategies, conventions and programmes that were country-driven. It was 
also recognized that the United Nations should continue to play its catalytic and supportive role, 
particularly through the regional commissions, which were regarded as playing an integral role in 
the overall implementation o f the Programme o f Action for the Sustainable Development o f  
Small Island Developing States. This recognition o f  the contribution o f regional commissions by 
the General Assembly, a sentiment earlier expressed by the CSD at its Seventh Meeting, held in 
April 1999, quite apart from being a source o f encouragement to the ECLAC Subregional 
Headquarters also facilitated the activities o f  the Office as it continued to solicit the support o f  
other regional entities in the pursuit o f  the sustainable development o f the Caribbean subregion.
By mid-2001, with the 1997 Joint Work Programme almost fully implemented, an 
updated Joint Work Programme encompassing social, economic, as well as environmental 
components as endorsed by the twenty-second Special Session o f the General Assembly was 
adopted, coordinated by the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean. Finally, on 
28-29 June 2001, there convened in Havana, Cuba, the Preparatory Meeting o f  the Caribbean 
fo r the World Summit on Sustainable Development, jointly coordinated by the ECLAC 
Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean and the United Nations Environment Programme/
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Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNEP/ROLAC), Mexico. As a 
fundamental input into the subregional preparations, the Subregional Headquarters presented 
extensive basic reference documentation to the subregional and later to the Regional Preparatory 
Conference o f Latin America and the Caribbean fo r the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development which convened in Brazil, on 23-24 October 2001. The major document presented 
set out the status o f  implementation o f the SIDS POA in the Caribbean subregion up to the eve o f  
the WSSD, identifying, in the process, the constraints encountered by the subregion, as well as 
its achievements, in the implementation o f the 15 Chapters o f the Programme o f Action. The 
document also articulated the challenges and issues that remained to be confronted in the future 
implementation o f Agenda 21 and the SIDS Programme o f Action. A number o f national reports 
on implementation o f the Programme o f Action, as well as the updated Joint Work Programme 
were also contained between its covers. (UNECLAC/CDCC, 2001)
The ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean remains at the disposal o f the 
SIDS o f the subregion and will pursue its mandates to the very best o f its ability within the limits 
of the resources at its disposal.
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7. THE SIDS PROGRAMME OF ACTION, ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT: THE OECS FRAMEWORK.3
Even as the institutions and processes o f the wider Caribbean subregion are explored 
towards the articulation o f a framework for the further implementation o f the SIDS Programme 
o f Action, it is also important to take full account o f  the related structures that have been 
established at other levels.
In September, 1999, the Ministers o f the Environment o f the countries o f the OECS 
requested the then OECS Natural Resources Management Unit (OECS/NRMU) o f the OECS 
Secretariat, subsequently renamed the Environment and Sustainable Development Unit (ESDU), 
to develop an OECS Charter fo r Environmental Management and “a regional strategy... that will 
become the framework fo r  environmental management” in the subregion. The St. George’s 
Declaration o f  Principles fo r  Environmental Sustainability in the OECS adopted in Grenada in 
April 2001 sets out the general framework requested by the Ministers.(OECS website: 
http ://www.oecsnrmu.org/)
The 21 Principles embodied in the St George’s Declaration are as follows:
1. Foster Sustainable Improvement in the Quality o f Life;
2. Integrate Social, Economic and Environmental Considerations into National
Development Policies, Plans and Programmes;
3. Improve on Legal and Institutional Frameworks;
4. Ensure Meaningful Participation by Civil Society in Decision-Making;
5. Ensure Meaningful Participation by the Private Sector;
6. Use Economic Instruments for Sustainable Environmental Management;
7. Foster Broad-based Environmental Education, Training and Awareness;
8. Address the Causes and Impacts o f  Climate Change;
9. Prevent and Manage the Causes and Impacts o f Disaster;
10. Prevent and Control Pollution and Manage Waste;
11. Ensure the Sustainable Use o f  Natural Resources;
12. Protect Cultural and Natural Heritage;
13. Protect and Conserve Biological Diversity;
14. Recognize Relationships between Trade and Environment;
15. Promote Cooperation in Science and Technology;
16. Manage and Conserve Energy;
17. Negotiate and Implement Multilateral Environmental Agreements;
3 The Treaty establishing the Organisation o f Eastern Caribbean States entered into force on 1 July 1968. 
Annex A  to the Treaty embodies an Agreement establishing the East Caribbean Common Market. The objectives o f  
the OECS include cooperation; harmonisation o f  foreign policy; and promotion o f  econom ic integration. The 
members o f  the organisation are Antigua and Barbuda; Dominica; Grenada; St Kitts and Nevis; St Lucia; and St 
Vincent and the Grenadines. The Associate Members are Anguilla; the British Virgin Islands; and Montserrat.
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18. Coordinate Assistance from the International Donor Community towards the 
Organisation o f Eastern Caribbean States Region;
19. Implementation and Monitoring;
20. Obligations o f Member States;
21. Review
With respect to the basic approach o f the OECS countries to sustainable development, 
and the relationship postulated between environment and sustainable development, the Preamble 
to the St George’s Declaration was adopted as proclaiming “the principles o f  sustainable 
development by which human conduct affecting the Environment is to be guided and judged .” It 
commences with the declaration to the effect that the States o f the OECS are:
Persuaded that the effective management o f  environmental resources at local, national,
regional and international levels is an essential component o f sustainable social and
economic development, including the creation o f  jobs, a stable society, a buoyant
economy and the sustaining o f viable natural systems on which all life depends;
The Declaration also recognizes “the need to address the relevant priority areas o f the 
SIDS Programme o f Action to ensure follow-up action to the United Nations Global Conference 
on Sustainable Development o f Small Island Developing States...”
On the basis o f  these Principles, the OECS Environmental Management Strategy has 
been developed as the mechanism for their implementation. The “central challenge” for 
environmental management in the OECS States, as identified within that Strategy , “is to ensure 
levels o f environmental quality that maximise opportunity for economic and social development 
for present and future generations, without compromising the integrity and sustainability of 
biological diversity, environmental and cultural assets.
At the level o f  the OECS subregion, the primary responsibility for coordinating 
implementation o f the Environmental Management Strategy (EMS) is the OECS Secretariat, 
through its recently renamed Environment and Sustainable Development Unit (ESDU). Other 
regional agencies are also recognised to have "key roles” to play.
In this regard, Principle 18 (Coordinate Assistance from the International Donor 
Community towards the Organisation o f  Eastern Caribbean States Region) indicates, inter alia, 
that the OECS Member States agree to: Collaborate through the OECS Secretariat and other 
regional organizations to ensure that the environmental needs and requirements o f  the Member 
States are clearly articulated to the international community.
Likewise, in the context o f the Commitments adopted by the OECS Membership as set 
out in Annex A to the Declaration, regional organisations would need to undertake a series of 
actions, among them:
•  Facilitate cooperation between Governments in adopting and implementing 
appropriate programmes to give effect to the goals o f  the Declaration and the 
OECS EMS;
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• Facilitate the requirements o f  reporting and implementation as laid down in the 
Declaration and the OECS EMS;
• Coordinate technical assistance and programmes in support o f national activities 
to give effect to the Declaration and the OECS EMS;
7.1 The OECS framework in the wider Caribbean subregional context
Significantly, with the OECS constituting a subregion within CARICOM and the 
overlapping o f its membership with that o f  the ECLAC/CDCC, these latter two organisations are 
among the regional agencies that are consulted by the OECS Secretariat in the context of the 
implementation o f the Strategy. In this context, it is useful to recall that the Strategy builds on 
a series o f  other relevant planning documents, including....the Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS) Programme o f Action (POA) in support o f environmental management. It is also useful to 
recall that, in the context o f the CDCC membership, ECLAC/CDCC has the responsibility for 
coordination o f the implementation o f the SIDS POA. Moreover, within the ECLAC/CDCC and 
the Caribbean Model that has evolved for the implementation o f the SIDS POA in relation to the 
SIDS o f the Caribbean, the ECLAC/CDCC and CARICOM Secretariats together provide the 
Joint Secretariat for the implementation process.
In addition, within the same Caribbean Model, the OECS Secretariat is itself a member 
o f the Inter-Agency Collaborative Group (IACG) o f agencies which jointly implement a Joint 
Work Programme (JWP) extrapolated precisely from the SIDS POA and other relevant 
international decisions, such as those emanating from the twenty-second special session, o f the 
General Assembly and the WSSD. With this multi-dimensional overlap o f membership and 
functions, there would appear to be ample scope for the generation o f joint understandings and 
even convergence, in relation to sustainable development and on the policies required for its 
achievement. The utility o f  joint understandings and convergence in approaches is also relevant 
in the facilitation o f inter-subregional outreach, as well as in the adoption o f joint positions for 
articulation in wider international fora. Thus, in summary terms, on the basis o f their generally 
shared economic, social and environmental profiles; their overlapping membership; the existence 
of common problems requiring common or even joint approaches; and the existence o f other 
common concerns, a situation exists which would appear to militate in favour o f the desirability 
and even the necessity o f convergent approaches to sustainable development among 
ECLAC/CDCC, CARICOM and the OECS. Fundamentally, all three entities draw their 
inspiration in this sphere of activity from the SIDS POA.
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In the development o f this paper, the main objective in setting out a framework for the 
implementation o f the outcomes o f the WSSD1 in the Caribbean subregion, was to identify and 
elaborate some o f the major substantive, contextual, as well as institutional elements, which, 
taken together, could comprehensively inform, as well as facilitate, the implementation process. 
The substantive element is, o f course, represented by the WSSD Plan o f Implementation whose 
elements that were o f potential priority interest to the SIDS o f the subregion were highlighted. 
The approach to sustainable development, as reinforced by the WSSD, is also relevant in this 
regard. The contextual element was addressed through the review, executed, some times, 
explicitly and, at others, implicitly, o f  the several antecedents to the WSSD, including the 
specific contribution o f each (UNCED, UNGCSIDS, the Millennium Summit etc.). Finally, the 
institutional aspect was highlighted by reference to, inter alia, the mandate entrusted by the 
General Assembly to regional commissions in the implementation o f the WSSD outcomes; the 
perspectives o f the Secretaiy-General on that very matter; the role perceived by the regional 
commissions themselves in relation to the implementation process; and the specific experiences 
and approaches o f the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean.
It is envisaged that this paper will be o f  practical relevance to the SIDS o f the Caribbean 
and, also, perhaps, to those o f other geographical subregions as they proceed to the development 
and execution of their respective work programmes in the context o f the follow-up o f the Plan of  
Implementation adopted at the WSSD, as well as o f the review o f implementation o f the review 
to be undertaken at SIDS + 10.
8. CONCLUSION
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS
CARICOM Caribbean Community
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity
CDCC Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee
CSD Commission on Sustainable Development
ECLAC Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
ECA Economic Commission for Africa
ECE Economic Commission for Europe
EEZ Exclusive Economic Zone
ESCAP Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
ESCWA Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
EU European Union
F AO Food and Agriculture Organisation
FTAA Free Trade Area o f the Americas
GEF Global Environment Facility
GPA Global Programme o f Action
HIV/AIDS Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome
IACG Inter-Agency Collaborative Group
ICPD International Conference on Population and Development
ISO International Standards Organisation
JWP Joint Work Programme
NEPAD New Economic Partnership for Africa’s Development
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ODA Overseas Development Assistance
Ramsar Convention The Convention on Wetlands o f International Importance 
ROLAC Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean
SIDS Small Island Developing States
SIDS POA Programme o f Action for the Sustainable Development o f Small
Island Developing States
UN United Nations
UNCED United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
UNGA United Nations General Assembly
UNGCSIDS United Nations Global Conference on the Sustainable
Development o f Small Island Developing States
WSSD World Summit on Sustainable Development
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The Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development 
From our Origins to the Future
1. We, the representatives o f the peoples o f the world, assembled at the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa from 2-4 September 2002, reaffirm our 
commitment to sustainable development.
2. We commit ourselves to build a humane, equitable and caring global society cognizant of 
the need for human dignity for all.
3. At the beginning o f this Summit, the children o f the world spoke to us in a simple yet
clear voice that the future belongs to them, and accordingly challenged all o f us to ensure that 
through our actions they will inherit a world free of the indignity and indecency occasioned by 
poverty, environmental degradation and patterns o f unsustainable development.
4. As part o f  our response to these children, who represent our collective future, all o f us, 
coming from every comer o f the world, informed by different life experiences, are united and 
moved by a deeply-felt sense that we urgently need to create a new and brighter world o f hope.
5. Accordingly, we assume a collective responsibility to advance and strengthen the 
interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars o f sustainable development -  economic 
development, social development and environmental protection -  at local, national, regional and 
global levels.
6. From this Continent, the Cradle o f Humanity we declare, through the Plan of
Implementation and this Declaration, our responsibility to one another, to the greater community 
of life and to our children.
7. Recognizing that humankind is at a crossroad, we have united in a common resolve to 
make a determined effort to respond positively to the need to produce a practical and visible plan 
that should bring about poverty eradication and human development.
From Stockholm to Rio de Janeiro to Johannesburg
8. Thirty years ago, in Stockholm, we agreed on the urgent need to respond to the problem
of environmental deterioration. Ten years ago, at the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, we agreed that the protection o f the 
environment, and social and economic development are fundamental to sustainable development,
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based on the Rio Principles. To achieve such development, we adopted the global programme, 
Agenda 21, and the Rio Declaration, to which we reaffirm our commitment. The Rio Summit 
was a significant milestone that set a new agenda for sustainable development.
9. Between Rio and Johannesburg the world’s nations met in several major conferences 
under the guidance o f the United Nations, including the Monterrey Conference on Finance for 
Development, as well as the Doha Ministerial Conference. These conferences defined for the 
world a comprehensive vision for the future o f humanity.
10. At the Johannesburg Summit we achieved much in bringing together a rich tapestry of 
peoples and views in a constructive search for a common path, towards a world that respects and 
implements the vision o f sustainable development. Johannesburg also confirmed that significant 
progress has been made towards achieving a global consensus and partnership amongst all the 
people o f our planet.
The Challenges we Face
11. We recognize that poverty eradication, changing consumption and production patterns, 
and protecting and managing the natural resource base for economic and social development are 
overarching objectives of, and essential requirements for sustainable development.
12. The deep fault line that divides human society between the rich and the poor and the 
ever-increasing gap between the developed and developing worlds pose a major threat to global 
prosperity, security and stability.
13. The global environment continues to suffer. Loss o f biodiversity continues, fish stocks 
continue to be depleted, desertification claims more and more fertile land, the adverse effects of 
climate change are already evident, natural disasters are more frequent and more devastating and 
developing countries more vulnerable, and air, water and marine pollution continue to rob 
millions o f a decent life.
14. Globalization has added a new dimension to these challenges. The rapid integration of 
markets, mobility o f  capital and significant increases in investment flows around the world have 
opened new challenges and opportunities for the pursuit o f sustainable development. But the 
benefits and costs o f globalization are unevenly distributed, with developing countries facing 
special difficulties in meeting this challenge.
15. We risk the entrenchment o f  these global disparities and unless we act in a manner that 
fundamentally changes their lives, the poor o f the world may lose confidence in their 
representatives and the democratic systems to which we remain committed, seeing their 
representatives as nothing more than sounding brass or tinkling cymbals.
Our Commitment to Sustainable Development
16. We are determined to ensure that our rich diversity, which is our collective strength, will 
be used for constructive partnership for change and for the achievement o f the common goal o f
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17. Recognizing the importance o f  building human solidarity, we urge the promotion of 
dialogue and cooperation among the world’s civilizations and peoples, irrespective o f race, 
disabilities, religion, language, culture and tradition.
18. We welcome the Johannesburg Summit focus on the indivisibility o f human dignity and 
are resolved through decisions on targets, timetables and partnerships to speedily increase access 
to basic requirements such as clean water, sanitation, adequate shelter, energy, health care, food 
security and the protection o f bio-diversity. At the same time, we will work together to assist one 
another to have access to financial resources, benefit from the opening o f markets, ensure 
capacity building, use modem technology to bring about development, and make sure that there 
is technology transfer, human resource development, education and training to banish forever 
underdevelopment.
19. We reaffirm our pledge to place particular focus on, and give priority attention to, the 
fight against the worldwide conditions that pose severe threats to the sustainable development of 
our people. Among these conditions are: chronic hunger; malnutrition; foreign occupation; 
armed conflicts; illicit drug problems; organized crime; corruption; natural disasters; illicit arms 
trafficking; trafficking in persons; terrorism; intolerance and incitement to racial, ethnic, 
religious and other hatreds; xenophobia; and endemic, communicable and chronic diseases, in 
particular HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.
20. We are committed to ensure that women’s empowerment and emancipation, and gender 
equality are integrated in all activities encompassed within Agenda 21, the Millennium 
Development Goals and the Johannesburg Plan o f Implementation.
21. We recognize the reality that global society has the means and is endowed with the 
resources to address the challenges o f poverty eradication and sustainable development 
confronting all humanity. Together we will take extra steps to ensure that these available 
resources are used to the benefit o f  humanity.
22. In this regard, to contribute to the achievement of our development goals and targets, we 
urge developed countries that have not done so to make concrete efforts towards the 
internationally agreed levels o f  Official Development Assistance.
23. We welcome and support the emergence o f stronger regional groupings and alliances, 
such as the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), to promote regional 
cooperation, improved international co-operation and promote sustainable development.
24. We shall continue to pay special attention to the developmental needs o f Small Island 
Developing States and the Least Developed Countries.
25. We reaffirm the vital role o f  the indigenous peoples in sustainable development.
26. We recognize sustainable development requires a long-term perspective and broad-based
sustainable development.
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participation in policy formulation, decision-making and implementation at all levels. As social 
partners we will continue to work for stable partnerships with all major groups respecting the 
independent, important roles o f each o f these.
27. We agree that in pursuit o f their legitimate activities the private sector, both large and 
small companies, have a duty to contribute to the evolution o f equitable and sustainable 
communities and societies.
28. We also agree to provide assistance to increase income generating employment 
opportunities, taking into account the International Labour Organization (ILO) Declaration of  
Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work.
29. We agree that there is a need for private sector corporations to enforce corporate 
accountability. This should take place within a transparent and stable regulatory environment.
30. We undertake to strengthen and improve governance at all levels, for the effective 
implementation o f Agenda 21, the Millennium Development Goals and the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation.
Multilateralism is the Future
31. To achieve our goals o f sustainable development, we need more effective, democratic 
and accountable international and multilateral institutions.
32. We reaffirm our commitment to the principles and purposes o f the UN Charter and 
international law as well as the strengthening o f multi-lateralism. We support the leadership role 
of the United Nations as the most universal and representative organization in the world, which 
is best placed to promote sustainable development.
33. We further commit ourselves to monitor progress at regular intervals towards the 
achievement o f our sustainable development goals and objectives.
Making it Happen!
34. We are in agreement that this must be an inclusive process, involving all the major 
groups and governments that participated in the historic Johannesburg Summit.
35. We commit ourselves to act together, united by a common determination to save our 
planet, promote human development and achieve universal prosperity and peace.
36. We commit ourselves to the Johannesburg Plan o f Implementation and to expedite the 
achievement o f  the time-bound, socio-economic and environmental targets contained therein.
37. From the African continent, the Cradle o f  Humankind, we solemnly pledge to the peoples 
of the world, and the generations that will surely inherit this earth, that we are determined to 
ensure that our collective hope for sustainable development is realized.
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We express our deepest gratitude to the people and the Government o f South Africa for their 
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1. The United N ations C onference on Environm ent and D evelopm ent, held  in R io  
de Janeiro in 1992 ,1 provided the fundamental principles and the program m e o f  
action for achieving sustainable developm ent. We strongly reaffirm our com m itm ent 
to the R io principles,2 the full im plem entation o f  A genda 212 and the Program m e for 
the Further Im plem entation o f  A genda 2 13. We also com m it ou rselves to ach ieving  
the internationally agreed developm ent goals, including those contained in the 
United N ations M illennium  D eclaration4 and in the outcom es o f  the m ajor United  
N ations conferences and international agreem ents since 1992.
2. The present plan o f  im plem entation w ill further build on the achievem ents  
m ade since the United N ations C onference on Environm ent and D evelop m en t and 
expedite the realization o f  the rem aining goals. To this end, w e com m it ou rselves to  
undertaking concrete actions and m easures at all lev e ls  and to  enhancing  
international cooperation, taking into account the R io princip les, in clu d ing , inter 
alia, the principle o f  com m on but differentiated responsibilities as set out in 
principle 7 o f  the R io D eclaration on  Environm ent and D evelopm ent.5 T h ese efforts 
w ill also prom ote the integration o f  the three com ponents o f  sustainable  
developm ent —  econ om ic developm ent, social developm ent and environm ental 
protection —  as interdependent and m utually reinforcing p illars. Poverty  
eradication, changing unsustainable patterns o f  production and consum ption  and 
protecting and m anaging the natural resource base o f  econ om ic and social 
developm ent are overarching objectives o f, and essential requirem ents for, 
sustainable developm ent.
3. We recognize that the im plem entation o f  the outcom es o f  the Sum m it should  
benefit all, particularly w om en, youth, children and vulnerable groups. Furthermore, 
the im plem entation should  in volve all relevant actors through partnerships, 
especially  betw een  G overnm ents o f  the North and South, on  the on e hand, and 
betw een Governm ents and m ajor groups, on  the other, to ach ieve th e w id ely  shared  
goals o f  sustainable d evelopm ent. A s reflected in the M onterrey C onsensus,6 such  
partnerships are key to  pursuing sustainable developm ent in  a g lob a liz in g  w orld .
4. Good governance w ith in  each country and at the international leve l is  essential 
for sustainable d evelopm ent. A t the dom estic level, sound environm ental, soc ia l and 
econom ic p o lic ies, dem ocratic institutions responsive to the needs o f  the p eop le, the 
rule o f  law, anti-corruption m easures, gender equality and an enabling environm ent 
for investm ent are the b asis for sustainable developm ent. A s  a result o f  
globalization, external factors have becom e critical in determ ining the su ccess or 
failure o f  d evelop in g  countries in  their national efforts. The gap b etw een  developed
1 Report o f  the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 
3-14 June 1992 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda).
2 Ibid., vol. I: Resolutions Adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annexes I and II.
3 General Assembly resolution S-19/2, annex.
4 General Assembly resolution 55/2.
5 Report o f the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 
3-14 June 1992 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: 
Resolutions Adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annex I.
6 Report o f  the International Conference on Financing fo r Development, Monterrey, Mexico, 




and developing countries points to  the continued need for a dynam ic and enabling  
international econom ic environm ent supportive o f  international cooperation, 
particularly in the areas o f  finance, technology transfer, debt and trade and full and 
effective  participation o f  developing countries in global decision-m aking, i f  the 
m om entum  for global progress towards sustainable developm ent is to be m aintained  
and increased.
5 . P eace, security, stability and respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedom s, including the right to  developm ent, as w ell as respect for cultural 
diversity, are essential for achieving sustainable developm ent and ensuring that 
sustainable developm ent benefits all.
6 . We acknow ledge the importance o f  eth ics for sustainable developm ent and, 
therefore, em phasize the need to  consider eth ics in the im plem entation o f  A genda
2 1 .
II. Poverty eradication
7. Eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the w orld  today and 
an indispensable requirement for sustainable developm ent, particularly for 
developing countries. A lthough each country has the primary responsibility  for its 
ow n sustainable developm ent and poverty eradication and the role o f  national 
p olicies and developm ent strategies cannot be overem phasized, concerted and 
concrete m easures are required at all levels  to  enable d evelop in g  countries to  
achieve their sustainable developm ent goals as related to  the internationally agreed  
poverty-related targets and goals, including th ose contained in A genda 21, the  
relevant outcom es o f  other U nited N ations conferences and the U nited  N ations  
M illennium  D eclaration. This w ould  include actions at all le v e ls  to:
(a) H alve, by the year 2015 , the proportion o f  the w orld’s peop le w hose  
incom e is less than 1 dollar a day and the proportion o f  p eop le  w ho suffer from  
hunger and, by the sam e date, to  halve the proportion o f  p eop le w ithout access to  
safe drinking water;
(b) Establish a world solidarity fund to  eradicate poverty and to  promote 
social and human developm ent in the develop in g  countries pursuant to  m odalities to  
b e determ ined by the General A ssem bly, w hile stressing the voluntary nature o f  the 
contributions and the need to avoid  duplication o f  ex istin g  U nited  N ations funds, 
and encouraging the role o f  the private sector and individual citizen s relative to  
G overnm ents in funding the endeavours;
(c) D evelop  national program m es for sustainable developm ent and local and 
com m unity developm ent, w here appropriate w ithin  country-ow ned poverty 
reduction strategies, to prom ote the em powerm ent o f  p eop le  liv in g  in poverty and 
their organizations. T h ese programmes should reflect their priorities and enable 
them  to increase a ccess to productive resources, public serv ices and institutions, in 
particular land, water, em ploym ent opportunities, credit, education  and health;
(d) Prom ote w om en ’s equal access to  and full participation in, on  the basis o f  
equality w ith  m en, decision-m aking at all lev e ls , m ainstream ing gender perspectives 
in all p o lic ies and strategies, elim inating all form s o f  v io len ce  and discrim ination  
against w om en and im proving the status, health and econ om ic w elfare o f  wom en
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and girls through full and equal access to econom ic opportunity, land, credit, 
education and health-care services;
(e ) D evelop  p o lic ies and w ays and m eans to im prove access by indigenous  
people and their com m unities to econom ic activities and increase their em ploym ent  
through, where appropriate, m easures such as training, technical assistan ce and 
credit facilities. R ecogn ize that traditional and direct dependence on  renew able  
resources and ecosystem s, including sustainable harvesting, continues to  b e  essential 
to the cultural, econom ic and physical w ell-b eing  o f  indigenous people and their 
com m unities;
(f)  D eliver basic health services for all and reduce environm ental health  
threats, taking into account the special needs o f  children and the linkages betw een  
poverty, health and environm ent, w ith provision o f  financial resources, technical 
assistance and know ledge transfer to developing countries and countries w ith  
econom ies in  transition;
(g )  Ensure that children everyw here, boys and girls alike, w ill be able to  
com plete a full course o f  primary schooling and w ill have equal access to  all leve ls  
o f  education;
(h ) Provide access to  agricultural resources for peop le liv in g  in poverty, 
esp ecia lly  wom en and indigenous com m unities, and prom ote, as appropriate, land 
tenure arrangements that recogn ize and protect indigenous and com m on property 
resource m anagem ent system s;
(i)  Build basic rural infrastructure, d iversify  the econom y and im prove 
transportation and access to m arkets, market inform ation and credit for the rural 
poor to support sustainable agriculture and rural developm ent;
(j) Transfer basic sustainable agricultural techniques and know ledge, 
including natural resource m anagem ent, to  sm all and m edium -scale farmers, fishers 
and the rural poor, esp ecia lly  in  develop in g  countries, including through m ulti­
stakeholder approaches and public-private partnerships aim ed at increasing  
agriculture production and food  security;
(k) Increase food  availability  and affordability, including through harvest and 
food technology and m anagem ent, as w ell as equitable and efficien t distribution  
system s, by prom oting, for exam ple, com m unity-based partnerships link ing urban 
and rural peop le and enterprises;
(1) Combat desertification  and m itigate the effects o f  drought and floods  
through m easures such as im proved use o f  clim ate and weather inform ation and 
forecasts, early warning system s, land and natural resource m anagem ent, 
agricultural practices and ecosystem  conservation in order to reverse current trends 
and m inim ize degradation o f  land and w ater resources, including through the 
provision o f  adequate and predictable financial resources to im plem ent the U nited  
N ations C onvention to  Com bat D esertification  in T hose Countries E xperiencing  
Serious Drought and/or D esertification , particularly in A frica ,7 as on e o f  the too ls  
for poverty eradication;
7 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1954, No. 33480.
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(m ) Increase access to sanitation to im prove human health and reduce infant 
and ch ild  mortality, prioritizing water and sanitation in national sustainable 
developm ent strategies and poverty reduction strategies w here they exist.
8. The provision o f  clean drinking water and adequate sanitation is necessary to  
protect human health and the environm ent. In this respect, w e  agree to halve, by the 
year 201 5 , the proportion o f  people w ho are unable to  reach or to  afford safe 
drinking water (as outlined in the M illennium  D eclaration) and the proportion o f  
people w ho do not have access to basic sanitation, w hich  w ould  include actions at 
all levels  to:
(a) D evelop  and im plem ent efficien t household  sanitation system s;
(b ) Im prove sanitation in public institutions, esp ecia lly  schools;
(c ) Prom ote safe hygiene practices;
(d ) Prom ote education and outreach focu sed  on  children, as agents o f  
behavioural change;
(e ) Prom ote affordable and socia lly  and culturally acceptable technologies  
and practices;
(f)  D evelop  innovative financing and partnership m echanism s;
(g )  Integrate sanitation into water resources m anagem ent strategies.
9. Take jo in t actions and im prove efforts to work together at all leve ls  to  improve 
access to reliable and affordable energy services for sustainable developm ent 
sufficien t to  facilitate the achievem ent o f  the M illennium  developm ent goals, 
including the goal o f  halving the proportion o f  p eop le in poverty by 201 5 , and as a 
m eans to  generate other important services that m itigate poverty, bearing in mind  
that a ccess to  energy facilitates the eradication o f  poverty. This w ould  include 
actions at all lev e ls  to:
(a) Im prove access to reliable, affordable, econ om ica lly  v iab le, socially  
acceptable and environm entally sound energy serv ices and resources, taking into 
account national sp ecificities and circum stances, through various m eans, such as 
enhanced rural electrification and decentralized energy system s, increased use o f  
renew ables, cleaner liquid and gaseous fuels and enhanced energy efficien cy , by 
in tensify ing regional and international cooperation in support o f  national efforts, 
including through capacity-building, financial and techn ologica l assistance and 
innovative financing m echanism s, including at the m icro- and m eso- levels , 
recogn izing the sp ec ific  factors for providing access to  the poor;
(b ) Im prove access to m odem  biom ass tech n o log ies and fuelw ood  sources 
and supplies and com m ercialize b iom ass operations, including the use o f  
agricultural residues, in rural areas and where such practices are sustainable;
(c )  Prom ote a sustainable use o f  b iom ass and, as appropriate, other 
renew able energies through im provem ent o f  current patterns o f  use, such as 
m anagem ent o f  resources, m ore efficien t use o f  fu e lw ood  and n ew  or improved  
products and technologies;
(d ) Support the transition to the cleaner use o f  liquid  and gaseous fossil 




(e ) D evelop  national energy p o licies and regulatory frameworks that w ill 
help to create the necessary econom ic, social and institutional conditions in the 
energy sector to  im prove access to  reliable, affordable, econom ically  v iab le, socia lly  
acceptable and environm entally sound energy serv ices for sustainable developm ent 
and poverty eradication in rural, peri-urban and urban areas;
(f) Enhance international and regional cooperation to im prove access to 
reliable, affordable, econom ically  v iab le, soc ia lly  acceptable and environm entally  
sound energy services, as an integral part o f  poverty reduction program m es, by 
facilitating the creation o f  enabling environm ents and addressing capacity-build ing  
needs, w ith  special attention to rural and isolated areas, as appropriate;
(g ) A ssist and facilitate on an accelerated basis, w ith  the financial and  
technical assistance o f  developed countries, including through public-private 
partnerships, the access o f  the poor to reliable, affordable, econom ically  viable, 
soc ia lly  acceptable and environm entally sound energy services, taking into account 
the instrumental role o f  developing national p o lic ies on energy for sustainable 
developm ent, bearing in m ind that in  d eveloping countries sharp increases in energy  
services are required to im prove the standards o f  liv in g  o f  their populations and that 
energy serv ices have p ositive im pacts on poverty eradication and im prove standards 
o f  living.
10. Strengthen the contribution o f  industrial developm ent to  poverty eradication  
and sustainable natural resource m anagem ent. T his w ould  include actions at all 
lev e ls  to:
(a) Provide assistance and m obilize resources to enhance industrial 
productivity and com petitiveness as w ell as industrial developm ent in d evelop in g  
countries, including the transfer o f  environm entally  sound techn ologies on  
preferential term s, as m utually agreed;
(b ) Provide assistance to  increase incom e-generating em ploym ent 
opportunities, taking into account the D eclaration on Fundamental Principles and 
R ights at Work o f  the International Labour O rganization;8
(c) Prom ote the developm ent o f  m icro, sm all and m edium -sized  enterprises, 
including by m eans o f  training, education and sk ill enhancem ent, w ith  a special 
focu s on agro-industry as a provider o f  live lih ood s for rural com m unities;
(d) Provide financial and techn ological support, as appropriate, to rural 
com m unities o f  developing countries to  enable them  to  benefit from safe and 
sustainable livelih ood  opportunities in sm all-sca le  m ining ventures;
(e ) Provide support to d evelop in g  countries for the developm ent o f  safe low -  
co st tech n olog ies that provide or conserve fuel for cook in g  and water heating;
(f)  Provide support for natural resource m anagem ent for creating sustainable 
live lih ood s for the poor.
11. B y  2 0 2 0 , ach ieve a sign ificant im provem ent in the liv e s  o f  at least 100 m illion  
slum  dw ellers, as proposed in the “C ities w ithout slum s” initiative. This w ould  
include actions at all lev e ls  to:
8 See ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up Adopted 
by the International Labour Conference at its Eighty-sixth Session, Geneva, 16 June 1998 
(Geneva, International Labour Office, 1998).
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(a) Improve access to land and property, to adequate shelter and to basic  
services for the urban and rural poor, with special attention to fem ale heads o f  
household;
(b) U se low -cost and sustainable materials and appropriate techn ologies for 
the construction o f  adequate and secure housing for the poor, w ith financial and 
technological assistance to developing countries, taking into account their culture, 
clim ate, sp ec ific  social conditions and vulnerability to natural disasters;
(c ) Increase decent em ploym ent, credit and incom e for the urban poor, 
through appropriate national p o licies, prom oting equal opportunities for w om en and 
men;
(d) R em ove unnecessary regulatory and other obstacles for m icroenterprises 
and the informal sector;
(e) Support local authorities in elaborating slum  upgrading programmes 
w ithin the framework o f  urban developm ent plans and facilitate access, particularly 
for the poor, to  information on housing legislation .
12. Take im m ediate and effective  m easures to elim inate the w orst form s o f  child  
labour as defined in International Labour O iganization C onvention N o . 182, and 
elaborate and im plem ent strategies for the elim ination o f  ch ild  labour that is 
contrary to accepted international standards.
13. Prom ote international cooperation to  assist develop in g  countries, upon request, 
in addressing child labour and its root causes, inter alia, through soc ia l and 
econom ic p o lic ies aim ed at poverty conditions, w h ile  stressing that labour standards 
should not be used for protectionist trade purposes.
III. Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production
14. Fundamental changes in the w ay soc ieties produce and consum e are 
indispensable for achieving global sustainable developm ent. A ll countries should  
prom ote sustainable consum ption and production patterns, w ith  the developed  
countries taking the lead and w ith all countries benefiting from  the process, taking  
into account the R io principles, including, inter alia , the principle o f  com m on but 
differentiated responsibilities as set out in principle 7 o f  the R io D eclaration on  
Environm ent and D evelopm ent. G overnm ents, relevant international organizations, 
the private sector and all major groups should play an active role in changing  
unsustainable consum ption and production patterns. T his w ould  include the actions  
at all le v e ls  set out below .
15. Encourage and prom ote the d evelopm ent o f  a  10-year fram ework o f  
programm es in support o f  regional and national in itiatives to accelerate the shift 
towards sustainable consum ption and production to  prom ote socia l and econom ic  
developm ent w ithin the carrying capacity o f  ecosystem s by addressing and, where 
appropriate, delinking econom ic growth and environm ental degradation through  
im proving effic ien cy  and sustainability in the u se  o f  resources and production  
processes and reducing resource degradation, p o llu tion  and w aste. A ll countries 
should take action, w ith d eveloped  countries taking the lead, taking into account the 
developm ent needs and capabilities o f  d evelop in g  countries, through m obilization ,
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from all sources, o f  financial and technical assistance and capacity-building for 
developing countries. This would require actions at all leve ls to:
(a) Identify specific activities, too ls, p o lic ies, m easures and m onitoring and 
assessm ent m echanism s, including, where appropriate, life -cyc le  analysis and 
national indicators for measuring progress, bearing in mind that standards applied by  
som e countries m ay be inappropriate and o f  unwarranted econom ic and socia l cost 
to  other countries, in particular d evelop in g  countries;
(b) Adopt and im plem ent p o lic ies and m easures aimed at prom oting  
sustainable patterns o f  production and consum ption, applying, inter alia, the 
polluter-pays principle described in principle 16 o f  the R io Declaration on  
Environm ent and Developm ent;
(c ) D evelop  production and consum ption p o lic ies to im prove the products 
and services provided, w hile reducing environm ental and health im pacts, using, 
where appropriate, science-based  approaches, such as life -cy c le  analysis;
(d) D evelop  awareness-raising program m es on  the im portance o f  sustainable 
production and consum ption patterns, particularly am ong youth and the relevant 
segm ents in all countries, esp ecia lly  in d eveloped  countries, through, inter alia, 
education, public and consum er inform ation, advertising and other m edia, taking  
into account local, national and regional cultural values;
(e ) D evelop  and adopt, where appropriate, on a voluntary basis, effective , 
transparent, verifiab le, non-m islead ing and non-discrim inatory consum er 
inform ation too ls to provide inform ation relating to  sustainable consum ption and 
production, including human health and safety  aspects. T hese tools should not be  
used  as d isguised  trade barriers;
(f)  Increase eco-effic iency , w ith  financial support from all sources, where 
m utually agreed, for capacity-building, tech n ology  transfer and exchange o f  
techn ology  with developing countries and countries w ith  econom ies in transition, in 
cooperation w ith relevant international organizations.
16. Increase investm ent in cleaner production and eco -effic ien cy  in all countries  
through, inter alia, incentives and support schem es and p o licies directed at 
estab lish ing appropriate regulatory, financial and lega l fram eworks. T h is w ould  
include actions at all leve ls  to:
(a ) Establish and support cleaner production program m es and centres and 
m ore efficien t production m ethods by provid ing, inter alia, incentives and capacity- 
building to  assist enterprises, e sp ecia lly  sm all and m edium -sized  enterprises, 
particularly in developing countries, in im proving productivity and sustainable 
developm ent;
(b ) Provide incentives for investm ent in cleaner production and eco -  
effic ien cy  in all countries, such as state-financed  loans, venture capital, technical 
assistan ce and training program m es for sm all and m edium -sized  com panies w h ile  
avoid in g  trade-distorting m easures in con sisten t w ith  the rules o f  the World Trade 
Organization;
(c ) C ollect and d issem inate inform ation on  cost-effective  exam ples in  
cleaner production, eco -effic ien cy  and environm ental m anagem ent and prom ote the
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exchange o f  best practices and know -how  on environm entally sound tech n olog ies  
between public and private institutions;
(d) Provide training program m es to sm all and m edium -sized enterprises on  
the use o f  information and com m unication technologies.
17. Integrate the issue o f  production and consum ption patterns into sustainable  
developm ent p olicies, programmes and strategies, including, where applicable, into 
poverty reduction strategies.
18. Enhance corporate environm ental and social responsibility and accountability. 
This w ould include actions at all leve ls to:
(a) Encourage industry to  im prove social and environm ental perform ance 
through voluntary initiatives, including environm ental m anagem ent system s, codes  
o f  conduct, certification and public reporting on environm ental and soc ia l issues, 
taking into account such in itiatives as the International Organization for 
Standardization standards and G lobal Reporting Initiative gu idelin es on  
sustainability reporting, bearing in m ind principle 11 o f  the R io D eclaration  on  
Environment and D evelopm ent;
(b) Encourage dialogue betw een  enterprises and the com m unities in  w hich  
they operate and other stakeholders;
(c) Encourage financial institutions to incorporate sustainable developm ent 
considerations into their decision-m aking processes;
(d) D evelop  w orkplace-based partnerships and program m es, including  
training and education program m es.
19. Encourage relevant authorities at all levels  to  take sustainable developm ent 
considerations into account in decision-m aking, including on national and local 
developm ent planning, investm ent in  infrastructure, business developm ent and 
public procurement. This w ould  include actions at all levels to:
(a) Provide support for the developm ent o f  sustainable developm ent 
strategies and program m es, includ ing in decision-m aking on investm ent in  
infrastructure and business developm ent;
(b) Continue to prom ote the internalization o f  environm ental costs and the 
use o f  econom ic instruments, taking into account the approach that the polluter 
should, in principle, bear the costs o f  pollution , w ith due regard to the public interest 
and without distorting international trade and investm ent;
(c) Prom ote public procurem ent p o licies that encourage developm ent and 
diffusion o f  environm entally sound good s and services;
(d) Provide capacity-build ing and training to assist relevant authorities w ith  
regard to the im plem entation o f  the in itiatives listed  in the present paragraph;
(e) U se environm ental im pact assessm ent procedures.
* * *
20. Call upon Governm ents as w e ll as relevant regional and international 
organizations and other relevant stakeholders to im plem ent, taking into account 
national and regional sp ec ific itie s and circum stances, the recom m endations and 
conclusions adopted by the C om m ission  on Sustainable D evelopm ent concerning
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energy for sustainable developm ent at its ninth session , including the issu es and 
options set out below , bearing in m ind that in v iew  o f  the different contributions to  
global environm ental degradation, States have com m on but differentiated  
responsibilities. This w ould include actions at all levels to:
(a) Take further action to m obilize the provision o f  financial resources, 
technology transfer, capacity-build ing and the diffusion o f  environm entally sound  
techn ologies according to the recom m endations and conclusions o f  the C om m ission  
on Sustainable D evelopm ent, as contained in section  A , paragraph 3, and section  D , 
paragraph 30, o f  its decision  9 /19 on energy for sustainable developm ent;
(b) Integrate energy considerations, including en eigy  efficien cy , affordability  
and accessibility , into soc io -econ om ic programm es, especia lly  into p o lic ies o f  major 
energy-consum ing sectors, and into the planning, operation and m aintenance o f  
long-lived  energy consum ing infrastructures, such as the public sector, transport, 
industry, agriculture, urban land use, tourism  and construction sectors;
(c) D evelop  and dissem inate alternative energy techn ologies w ith the aim  o f  
g iv in g  a greater share o f  the energy m ix to  renew able energies, im proving energy  
efficien cy  and greater reliance on advanced energy techn ologies, including cleaner 
fossil fuel technologies;
(d) Com bine, as appropriate, the increased use o f  renew able energy  
resources, m ore effic ien t use o f  energy, greater reliance on advanced energy  
technologies, including advanced and cleaner fo ssil fuel tech n olog ies, and the 
sustainable use o f  traditional en eig y  resources, w hich could  m eet the grow in g need  
for energy services in the longer term  to ach ieve sustainable developm ent;
(e ) D iversify  energy supply by d eveloping advanced, cleaner, m ore efficien t, 
affordable and cost-effective  energy techn ologies, including fo ss il fuel tech n olog ies  
and renewable en eigy  techn ologies, hydro included, and their transfer to  d evelop in g  
countries on con cession al terms as m utually agreed. With a sense o f  urgency, 
substantially increase the global share o f  renewable energy sources w ith  the 
objective o f  increasing its contribution to  total energy supply, recogn izing the ro le o f  
national and voluntary regional targets as w ell as in itiatives, w here they ex ist, and 
ensuring that energy p o lic ies are supportive to d eveloping countries’ efforts to  
eradicate poverty, and regularly evaluate available data to  rev iew  progress to  th is  
end;
(f) Support efforts, including through provision o f  financial and technical 
assistance to d evelop in g  countries, w ith the involvem ent o f  the private sector, to  
reduce flaring and venting o f  gas associated  w ith  crude oil production;
(g ) D eve lop  and u tilize indigenous energy sources and infrastructures for 
various local uses and prom ote rural com m unity participation, including local 
A genda 21 groups, w ith  the support o f  the international com m unity, in develop in g  
and utilizing renew able en eig y  tech n olog ies to m eet their daily  energy needs to  find  
sim ple and loca l solutions;




(h) Establish dom estic program m es for energy efficiency, including, as 
appropriate, by accelerating the deploym ent o f  energy efficien cy  techn ologies, w ith  
the necessary support o f  the international com m unity;
(i) A ccelerate the developm ent, dissem ination and deploym ent o f  affordable 
and cleaner energy effic ien cy  and energy conservation technologies, as w e ll as the 
transfer o f  such techn ologies, in particular to developing countries, on favourable 
terms, including on concessional and preferential terms, as m utually agreed;
(j) Recom m end that international financial institutions and other a g en cies’ 
policies support developing countries, as w ell as countries with econ om ies in  
transition, in their ow n efforts to establish  p o licy  and regulatory fram eworks w hich  
create a level p laying field  betw een the follow ing: renewable energy, enetgy  
efficiency, advanced energy techn ologies, including advanced and cleaner fo ss il fuel 
technologies, and centralized, distributed and decentralized energy system s;
(k) Promote increased research and developm ent in the field  o f  various  
energy technologies, including renew able energy, energy efficien cy  and advanced  
enetgy technologies, including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel tech n olog ies, both  
nationally and through international collaboration; strengthen national and regional 
research and developm ent institutions/centres on reliable, affordable, econ om ica lly  
viable, socia lly  acceptable and environm entally sound enetgy for sustainable  
developm ent;
(1) Promote networking betw een  centres o f  excellen ce on energy for 
sustainable developm ent, including regional networks, by linking com petent centres 
on energy technologies for sustainable developm ent that could support and prom ote 
efforts at capacity-building and technology transfer activities, particularly o f  
developing countries, as w ell as serve as inform ation clearing houses;
(m ) Promote education to  provide information for both m en and w om en about 
available energy sources and techn ologies;
(n) U tilize financial instrum ents and m echanism s, in particular the G lobal 
Environment Facility, w ithin its m andate, to  provide financial resources to  
developing countries, in  particular least d eveloped  countries and sm all island  
developing States, to m eet their capacity needs for training, technical k now -h ow  and 
strengthening national institutions in reliable, affordable, econom ically  v iab le, 
socia lly  acceptable and environm entally sound energy, including prom oting energy  
efficien cy  and conservation, renew able energy and advanced energy tech n olog ies, 
including advanced and cleaner fo ss il fuel technologies;
(o )  Support efforts to  im prove the functioning, transparency and inform ation  
about energy markets w ith  respect to both supply and dem and, w ith the a im  o f  
achieving greater stability  and predictability, and to  ensure consum er a ccess  to  
reliable, affordable, econ om ica lly  v iab le, soc ia lly  acceptable and environm entally  
sound energy services;
(p) P olic ies to  reduce m arket distortions w ould prom ote energy system s  
com patible with sustainable d evelopm ent through the use o f  im proved m arket 
signals and by rem oving m arket distortions, including restructuring taxation and 
phasing out harmful su bsid ies, w here they ex ist, to reflect their environm ental 
im pacts, w ith such p o lic ies taking fu lly  into account the sp ec ific  n eed s and
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conditions o f  developing countries, w ith the aim o f  m inim izing the p ossib le  adverse 
im pacts on their developm ent;
(q) Take action, where appropriate, to phase out subsidies in th is area that 
inhibit sustainable developm ent, taking fully into account the sp ec ific  conditions  
and different levels o f  developm ent o f  individual countries and considering their 
adverse effect, particularly on developing countries;
(r) Governments are encouraged to im prove the functioning o f  national 
en eigy  markets in such a w ay that they support sustainable developm ent, overcom e  
market barriers and im prove accessibility , taking fully  into account that such  
p olicies should be decided  by each country, and that its ow n characteristics and 
capabilities and leve l o f  developm ent should b e considered, esp ecia lly  as reflected  
in national sustainable developm ent strategies, w here they exist;
(s) Strengthen national and regional energy institutions or arrangem ents for 
enhancing regional and international cooperation on energy for sustainable 
developm ent, in particular to assist d eveloping countries in their d om estic efforts to  
provide reliable, affordable, econom ically  viab le, soc ia lly  acceptable and 
environm entally sound energy serv ices to all sections o f  their populations;
(t) Countries are urged to develop  and im plem ent actions w ithin  the 
framework o f  the ninth session  o f  the C om m ission on Sustainable D evelopm ent, 
including through public-private partnerships, taking into account the different 
circum stances o f  countries, based on lessons learned by G overnm ents, international 
institutions and stakeholders, including business and industry, in the fie ld  o f  access  
to energy, including renew able energy and energy-efficiency and advanced energy  
techn ologies, including advanced and cleaner fo ss il fuel techn ologies;
(u) Prom ote cooperation betw een  international and regional institutions and 
bodies dealing with different aspects o f  energy for sustainable d evelopm ent w ithin  
their ex isting  m andate, bearing in mind paragraph 46  (h ) o f  the Program m e o f  
A ction  for the Further Im plem entation o f  A genda 21 , strengthening, as appropriate, 
regional and national activ ities for the prom otion o f  education and capacity-build ing  
regarding en eigy  for sustainable developm ent;
(v ) Strengthen and facilitate, as appropriate, regional cooperation  
arrangements for prom oting cross-border energy trade, including the interconnection  
o f  electricity grids and o il and natural gas pipelines;
(w ) Strengthen and, w here appropriate, facilitate d ia logu e forum s am ong  
regional, national and international producers and consum ers o f  energy.
♦  *  *
21. Prom ote an integrated approach to policy-m aking at the national, regional and 
local leve ls  for transport serv ices and system s to prom ote sustainable developm ent, 
including p o lic ies and planning for land use, infrastructure, public transport system s  
and goods delivery netw orks, w ith  a v iew  to providing safe, affordable and efficien t 
transportation, increasing en e ig y  efficiency, reducing pollution , con gestion  and 
adverse health effects and lim iting urban sprawl, taking into account national 
priorities and circum stances. This w ould  include actions at all lev e ls  to:
(a) Im plem ent transport strategies for sustainable developm ent, reflecting  
sp ec ific  regional, national and local conditions, to im prove the affordability,
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effic ien cy  and convenience o f  transportation as w ell as urban air quality and health  
and reduce greenhouse gas em issions, including through the developm ent o f  better 
veh ic le  technologies that are m ore environm entally sound, affordable and socially  
acceptable;
(b) Prom ote investm ent and partnerships for the developm ent o f  sustainable, 
en eigy  efficien t m ulti-m odal transportation system s, including public mass 
transportation system s and better transportation system s in rural areas, w ith  
technical and financial assistance for developing countries and countries with  
econom ies in transition.
* * *
22. Prevent and m inim ize w aste and m axim ize reuse, recycling and use o f  
environm entally friendly alternative materials, w ith the participation o f  governm ent 
authorities and all stakeholders, in order to m inim ize adverse effects on the 
environm ent and im prove resource efficiency, w ith financial, technical and other 
assistance for d eveloping countries. This w ould  include actions at all lev e ls  to:
(a) D evelop  w aste m anagem ent system s, w ith the h ighest priority placed on 
w aste prevention and m inim ization, reuse and recycling, and environm entally sound  
disposal facilities, including technology to  recapture the energy contained in w aste, 
and encourage sm all-scale w aste-recycling in itiatives that support urban and rural 
w aste management and provide incom e-generating opportunities, w ith  international 
support for developing countries;
(b) Prom ote w aste prevention and m inim ization by encouraging production  
o f  reusable consum er good s and biodegradable products and d eveloping the 
infrastructure required.
*  *  *
23. R enew  the com m itm ent, as advanced in A genda 21, to sound m anagem ent o f  
chem icals throughout their life  cy c le  and o f  hazardous w astes for sustainable 
developm ent as w ell as for the protection o f  human health and the environm ent, 
inter alia, aim ing to ach ieve, by 2020 , that chem icals are used and produced in w ays  
that lead to the m inim ization o f  significant adverse effects on  hum an health and the 
environm ent, using transparent science-based  risk assessm ent procedures and 
science-based  risk m anagem ent procedures, taking into account the precautionary 
approach, as set out in  principle IS o f  the R io D eclaration on  Environm ent and 
D evelopm ent, and support d eveloping countries in strengthening their capacity for 
the sound m anagem ent o f  chem icals and hazardous w astes by providing technical 
and financial assistance. This w ould  include actions at all leve ls to:
(a ) Prom ote the ratification and im plem entation o f  relevant international 
instruments on  chem icals and hazardous w aste, including the Rotterdam C onvention  
on Prior Informed C onsent Procedures for Certain H azardous C hem icals and 
P esticides in International Trade10 so  that it can enter into force by 2003 and the  
Stockholm  C onvention on Persistent Organic Pollutants11 so  that it can enter into  
force by 200 4 , and encourage and im prove coordination as w e ll as supporting  
developing countries in their im plem entation;




(b) Further d evelop  a strategic approach to  international chem icals 
m anagem ent based on the Bahia Declaration and Priorities for A ction  beyond 2000  
o f  the Intergovernmental Forum on C hem ical S afety12 by 200 5 , and urge that the 
United N ations Environm ent Programme, the Intergovernm ental Forum, other 
international organizations dealing with chem ical m anagem ent and other relevant 
international organizations and actors c lo se ly  cooperate in this regard, as 
appropriate;
(c )  Encourage countries to im plem ent the n ew  glob ally  harm onized system  
for the classification  and labelling o f  chem icals as soon  as p ossib le  w ith a v iew  to 
having the system  fully  operational by 2008;
(d ) Encourage partnerships to prom ote activ ities aim ed at enhancing  
environm entally sound m anagem ent o f  chem icals and hazardous w astes, 
im plem enting m ultilateral environm ental agreem ents, raising aw areness o f  issues  
relating to  chem icals and hazardous w aste and encouraging the co llection  and use o f  
additional sc ien tific  data;
(e ) Prom ote efforts to prevent international illegal trafficking o f  hazardous 
chem icals and hazardous w astes and to  prevent dam age resulting from  the 
transboundary m ovem ent and disposal o f  hazardous w astes in  a manner consistent 
w ith ob ligations under relevant international instruments, such as the Basel 
C onvention on the Control o f  Transboundary M ovem ents o f  Hazardous W astes and 
Their D isp osa l;13
(f)  Encourage developm ent o f  coherent and integrated inform ation on  
ch em icals, such as through national pollutant release and transfer registers;
(g ) Prom ote reduction o f  the risks posed  by heavy m etals that are harmful to  
hum an health and the environm ent, including through a rev iew  o f  relevant studies, 
such as the U nited N ations Environm ent Programm e global assessm ent o f  mercury 
and its com pounds.
IV. Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic 
and social development
2 4 . Human activ ities are having an increasing im pact on the integrity o f  
ecosystem s that provide essential resources and services for human w ell-b ein g  and 
econom ic activ ities. M anaging the natural resources base in a sustainable and 
integrated manner is essential for sustainable developm ent. In this regard, to reverse  
the current trend in natural resource degradation as soon  as p ossib le, it is  necessary  
to im plem ent strategies w hich should include targets adopted at the national and, 
where appropriate, regional lev e ls  to  protect ecosystem s and to . ach ieve integrated  
m anagem ent o f  land, water and liv ing  resources, w h ile  strengthening regional, 
national and local capacities. This w ould include actions at all leve ls  as set out 
below .
25. Launch a programm e o f  actions, w ith  financial and technical assistance, to  
ach ieve the M illennium  developm ent goal on  sa fe  drinking water. In this respect, w e
12 Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, third session, Forum III final report 
(IFCS/Forum III/23w), annex 6.
13 United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 1673, No. 28911.
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agree to halve, by the year 2015, the proportion o f  peop le w ho are unable to  reach or 
to afford safe drinking water, as outlined in the M illennium  Declaration, and the 
proportion o f  people without access to basic sanitation, w hich w ould include actions 
at all leve ls  to:
(a) M ob ilize international and dom estic financial resources at all levels, 
transfer technology, promote best practice and support capacity-building for water 
and sanitation infrastructure and services developm ent, ensuring that such 
infrastructure and services m eet the needs o f  the poor and are gender-sensitive;
(b) Facilitate access to public information and participation, including by 
w om en, at all levels in support o f  policy  and decision-m aking related to  water 
resources m anagem ent and project im plem entation;
(c ) Prom ote priority action by G overnm ents, w ith the support o f  all 
stakeholders, in water management and capacity-build ing at the national level and, 
where appropriate, at the regional level, and prom ote and provide new  and 
additional financial resources and innovative tech n olog ies to im plem ent chapter 18 
o f  A genda 21;
(d ) Intensify water pollution prevention to reduce health hazards and protect 
ecosystem s by introducing technologies for affordable sanitation and industrial and 
dom estic w astew ater treatment, by m itigating the effects o f  groundwater 
contam ination and by establishing, at the national lev e l, m onitoring system s and 
effective  legal frameworks;
(e ) A dopt prevention and protection m easures to prom ote sustainable water 
use and to  address water shortages.
26 . D eve lop  integrated water resources m anagem ent and water efficien cy  plans by 
200 5 , w ith  support to developing countries, through actions at all levels to:
(a ) D eve lop  and im plem ent national/regional strategies, plans and 
program m es w ith regard to  integrated river basin, watershed and groundwater 
m anagem ent and introduce m easures to  im prove the efficien cy  o f  water 
infrastructure to  reduce losses and increase recyclin g  o f  water;
(b ) E m ploy the full range o f  p o licy  instrum ents, including regulation, 
m onitoring, voluntary m easures, market and inform ation-based too ls, land-use 
m anagem ent and cost recovery o f  water serv ices, w ithout cost recovery objectives  
becom ing a barrier to access to safe water by poor peop le, and adopt an integrated  
water basin  approach;
(c ) Im prove the efficient use o f  water resources and prom ote their allocation  
am ong com peting uses in a w ay that g iv es  priority to  the satisfaction  o f  basic human 
needs and balances the requirement o f  preserving or restoring ecosystem s and their 
functions, in particular in fragile environm ents, w ith  hum an dom estic, industrial and 
agriculture n eed s, including safeguarding drinking water quality;
(d ) D ev e lo p  programmes for m itigating the effec ts o f  extrem e water-related  
events;
(e )  Support the diffusion o f  tech n ology  and capacity-building for non- 
conventional water resources and conservation tech n o log ies, to developing countries 
and regions facing water scarcity con d itions or subject to drought and 
desertification , through technical and financial support and capacity-building;
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(f)  Support, where appropriate, efforts and program m es for energy-efficient, 
sustainable and cost-effective desalination o f  seawater, water recycling and water 
harvesting from coastal fogs in developing countries, through such m easures as 
technological, technical and financial assistance and other m odalities;
(g )  Facilitate the establishm ent o f  public-private partnerships and other 
forms o f  partnership that g ive  priority to  the needs o f  the poor, w ithin stable and 
transparent national regulatory fram eworks provided by Governm ents, w hile  
respecting local conditions, in volvin g all concerned stakeholders, and m onitoring  
the performance and im proving accountability o f  public institutions and private 
com panies.
27 . Support developing countries and countries w ith econom ies in transition in  
their efforts to m onitor and assess the quantity and quality o f  water resources, 
including through the establishm ent and/or further developm ent o f  national 
m onitoring networks and water resources databases and the developm ent o f  relevant 
national indicators.
2 8 . Im prove water resource m anagem ent and sc ien tific  understanding o f  the water 
cy c le  through cooperation in jo in t observation and research, and for th is purpose 
encourage and prom ote know ledge-sharing and provide capacity-building and the 
transfer o f  technology, as m utually agreed, including rem ote-sensing and satellite  
tech n olog ies, particularly to  d eveloping countries and countries with econ om ies in  
transition.
29. Prom ote effective  coordination am ong the various international and 
intergovernm ental bodies and processes w orking on water-related issu es, both  
w ithin the United N ations system  and betw een  the U nited N ations and international 
financial institutions, drawing on the contributions o f  other international institutions 
and c iv il soc iety  to inform intergovernmental decision-m aking; closer coordination  
should a lso  be promoted to elaborate and support proposals and undertake activ ities  
related to  the International Year o f  Freshwater, 2003  and beyond.
*  # *
30. O ceans, seas, islands and coastal areas form  an integrated and essential 
com ponent o f  the Earth’s ecosystem  and are critical for global food security and for 
sustaining econom ic prosperity and the w ell-b e in g  o f  m any national econom ies, 
particularly in developing countries. Ensuring the sustainable developm ent o f  the 
oceans requires effective  coordination and cooperation, including at the g lob al and 
regional lev e ls , betw een relevant bodies, and actions at all lev e ls  to:
(a) Invite States to  ratify or acced e to  and im plem ent the United N ations  
C onvention  on  the Law  o f  the S ea  o f  1 9 8 2 ,14 w h ich  provides the overall legal 
fram ework for ocean  activities;
(b) Prom ote the im plem entation o f  chapter 17 o f  A genda 21, w hich provides 
the program m e o f  action for achieving the sustainable developm ent o f  oceans, 
coastal areas and seas through its program m e areas o f  integrated m anagem ent and 
sustainable developm ent o f  coastal areas, includ ing ex c lu siv e  econom ic zones;
14 Official Records o f  the Third United Nations Conference on the Law o f  the Sea, vol. XVII 
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), document A/CONF.62/122.
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marine environm ental protection; sustainable use and conservation o f  marine liv ing  
resources; addressing critical uncertainties for the m anagement o f  the marine 
environm ent and clim ate change; strengthening international, including regional, 
cooperation and coordination; and sustainable developm ent o f  sm all islands;
(c ) Establish an effective, transparent and regular inter-agency coordination  
m echanism  on ocean and coastal issues w ithin the U nited N ations system ;
(d) Encourage the application by 2010  o f  the ecosystem  approach, noting the 
R eykjavik  Declaration on R esponsible F isheries in the M arine E cosystem 15 and 
d ecision  V /6  o f  the C onference o f  Parties to the Convention on B io log ica l 
D iversity;16
(e ) Prom ote integrated, m ultidisciplinary and m ultisectoral coastal and ocean  
m anagem ent at the national level and encourage and assist coastal States in  
d eveloping ocean p o licies and m echanism s on integrated coastal management;
( f)  Strengthen regional cooperation and coordination betw een the relevant 
regional organizations and program m es, the regional seas programmes o f  the U nited  
N ations Environm ent Programme, regional fisheries m anagem ent organizations and 
other regional sc ience, health and developm ent organizations;
(g )  A ssist developing countries in coordinating p o lic ies and program m es at 
the regional and subregional levels  aim ed at the conservation and sustainable 
m anagem ent o f  fishery resources and im plem ent integrated coastal area m anagem ent 
plans, including through the prom otion o f  sustainable coastal and sm all-scale fish ing  
activities and, where appropriate, the developm ent o f  related infrastructure;
(h) Take note o f  the work o f  the open-ended informal consultative process 
established by the U nited N ations General A ssem b ly  in its resolution 54/33 in order 
to facilitate the annual review  by the A ssem bly o f  developm ents in ocean affairs and 
the upcom ing review  o f  its effectiveness and utility  to be held  at its fifty-seventh  
session  under the terms o f  the above-m entioned resolution.
31. To ach ieve sustainable fisheries, the fo llow in g  actions are required at all 
levels:
(a) M aintain or restore stocks to lev e ls  that can produce the m axim um  
sustainable y ie ld  w ith  the aim  o f  achieving these goals for depleted stocks on  an 
urgent basis and where p ossib le not later than 2015;
(b) Ratify or accede to  and e ffec tive ly  im plem ent the relevant U nited  
N ations and, where appropriate, associated regional fisheries agreem ents or 
arrangements, noting in particular the A greem ent for the Im plem entation o f  the 
Provisions o f  the U nited N ations C onvention on the Law o f  the Sea o f  10 D ecem ber  
1982 relating to the Conservation and M anagem ent o f  Straddling Fish Stocks and 
H ighly Migratory Fish  S tocks17 and the 1993 A greem ent to Prom ote C om pliance
15 See Food and Agriculture Organization o f the United Nations document C200/INF/25, 
appendix I.
>6 See UNEP/CBD/COP/5/23, annex III.
17 See International Fisheries Instruments (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.98.V.11), sect.
I; see also A/CONF. 164/37.
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with International Conservation and M anagem ent M easures by F ishing V essels on 
the High S eas;18
(c ) Im plem ent the 1995 Code o f  Conduct for R esponsib le F ish eries,19 taking 
note o f  the special requirements o f  develop in g  countries as noted in its article 5 , and 
the relevant international plans o f  action  and technical gu idelines o f  the Food and 
Agriculture Organization o f  the United N ations;
(d) U rgently develop and im plem ent national and, where appropriate, 
regional plans o f  action, to put into effect the international plans o f  action o f  the 
Food and Agriculture Organization o f  the U nited N ations, in particular the 
International Plan o f  A ction  for the M anagem ent o f  F ish ing Capacity20 by 2005  and 
the International Plan o f  A ction to  Prevent, D eter and Elim inate Illegal, Unreported  
and Unregulated Fishing21 by 2004 . Establish effec tive  m onitoring, reporting and 
enforcem ent, and control o f  fishing v esse ls , including by flag States, to further the 
International Plan o f  A ction  to Prevent, D eter and Elim inate Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing;
(e )  Encourage relevant regional fish eries m anagem ent organizations and 
arrangements to  g ive due consideration to  the rights, duties and interests o f  coastal 
States and the special requirements o f  d evelop in g  States w hen addressing the issue  
o f  the a llocation  o f  share o f  fishery resources for straddling stocks and h ighly  
m igratory fish  stocks, mindful o f  the provisions o f  the U nited  N ations Convention  
on the Law  o f  the Sea and the A greem ent for the Im plem entation o f  the Provisions 
o f  the U nited N ations Convention on the L aw  o f  the Sea o f  10 D ecem ber 1982 
relating to  the Conservation and M anagem ent o f  Straddling Fish Stocks and H ighly  
M igratory Fish Stocks, on the high seas and w ithin  exc lu sive  econom ic zones;
(f)  E lim inate subsidies that contribute to  illeg a l, unreported and unregulated  
fish ing  and to over-capacity, w hile com p letin g  the efforts undertaken at the World 
Trade Organization to clarify and im prove its d iscip lines on  fisheries subsidies, 
taking into account the importance o f  th is sector to  d evelop in g  countries;
(g ) Strengthen donor coordination and partnerships between international 
financial institutions, bilateral agen cies and other relevant stakeholders to enable  
d evelop in g  countries, in particular the least developed  countries and sm all island  
d evelop in g  States and countries w ith  econ om ies in transition, to d evelop  their 
national, regional and subregional capacities for infrastructure and integrated  
m anagem ent and the sustainable use o f  fisheries;
(h ) Support the sustainable d evelopm ent o f  aquaculture, including sm all- 
sca le  aquaculture, g iven  its grow ing im portance for food  security and econom ic  
d evelopm ent.
32. In accordance with chapter 17 o f  A gen da 21 , prom ote the conservation and 
m anagem ent o f  the oceans through actions at all lev e ls , g iv in g  due regard to  the 
relevant international instruments to:
(a ) M aintain the productivity and b iod iversity  o f  important and vulnerable 
m arine and coastal areas, including in areas w ithin  and beyond national jurisdiction;
>* Ibid.
is> Ibid., sect. 111.




(b) Implement the work programme arising from the Jakarta M andate on the 
Conservation and Sustainable U se  o f  M arine and Coastal B iological D iversity  o f  the 
Convention on B iological D iversity,22 including through the urgent m obilization  o f  
financial resources and technological assistance and the developm ent o f  hum an and 
institutional capacity, particularly in developing countries;
(c ) D evelop  and facilitate the use o f  diverse approaches and tools, including  
the ecosystem  approach, the elim ination o f  destructive fish ing practices, the 
establishm ent o f  marine protected areas consistent with international law  and based  
on scientific information, including representative networks by 2012 and tim e/area  
closures for the protection o f  nursery grounds and periods, proper coastal land use  
and watershed planning and the integration o f  marine and coastal areas m anagem ent 
into key sectors;
(d) D evelop  national, regional and international programmes for halting the  
lo ss o f  marine biodiversity, including in coral reefs and wetlands;
(e ) Implement the Ramsar C onvention,23 including its jo in t work program m e 
with the Convention on B io log ica l D iversity,24 and the programme o f  action called  
for by the International Coral R e e f  Initiative to  strengthen jo in t m anagem ent plans 
and international networking for w etland ecosystem s in coastal zones, including  
coral reefs, m angroves, seaw eed beds and tidal m ud flats.
33 . A dvance im plem entation o f  the G lobal Programme o f  A ction  for the Protection  
o f  the M arine Environm ent from Land-based A ctivities25 and the M ontreal 
Declaration on the Protection o f  the M arine Environm ent from Land-based  
A ctivities,26 with particular em phasis during the period from 2002  to  20 0 6  on  
m unicipal wastewater, the physical alteration and destruction o f  habitats, and 
nutrients, by actions at all leve ls to:
(a) Facilitate partnerships, sc ien tific  research and d iffusion o f  technical 
know ledge; m obilize dom estic, regional and international resources; and prom ote 
human and institutional capacity-build ing, paying particular attention to  the needs o f  
developing countries;
(b) Strengthen the capacity o f  d evelop in g  countries in the developm ent o f  
their national and regional program m es and m echanism s to  m ainstream  the 
objectives o f  the G lobal Programm e o f  A ction  and to  m anage the risks and im pacts 
o f  ocean pollution;
(c) Elaborate regional program m es o f  action and im prove the links w ith  
strategic plans for the sustainable developm ent o f  coastal and m arine resources, 
noting in particular areas that are subject to accelerated environm ental changes and 
developm ent pressures;
22 See A/S 1/312, annex II, decision 11/10.
23 Ramsar Convention on Wetlands o f  International Importance Especially as Waterfowl Habitat 
(United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 996, No. 14583).
24 See United Nations Environment Programme, Convention on Biological Diversity 
(Environmental Law and Institution Programme Activity Centre), June 1992.




(d) M ake every effort to ach ieve substantial progress by the n ext Global 
Programme o f  A ction  conference in 2006  to protect the marine environm ent from  
land-based activities.
34 . Enhance m aritim e safety and protection o f  the marine environm ent from  
pollution by actions at all levels to:
(a) Invite States to ratify or accede to and im plem ent the conventions and 
protocols and other relevant instruments o f  the International M aritim e Organization  
relating to  the enhancem ent o f  m aritim e safety and protection o f  the m arine 
environm ent from m arine pollution and environm ental dam age caused by ships, 
including the use o f  tox ic  anti-fouling paints, and urge the International M aritim e 
Organization (IM O ) to  consider stronger m echanism s to secure the im plem entation  
o f  IMO instruments by flag  States;
(b) A ccelerate the developm ent o f  m easures to address invasive alien  sp ecies  
in ballast water. U rge the International M aritime Organization to  fina lize its draft 
International C onvention on the Control and M anagem ent o f  Ships’ B allast Water 
and Sedim ents.
35. G overnm ents, taking into account their national circum stances, are 
encouraged, recalling paragraph 8 o f  resolution GC (44)/R E S/17  o f  the G eneral 
C onference o f  the International A tom ic Energy A gency, and taking into account the 
very serious potential for environm ent and human health im pacts o f  radioactive  
w astes, to m ake efforts to exam ine and further im prove m easures and internationally  
agreed regulations regarding safety, w hile stressing the im portance o f  having  
effective  liab ility  m echanism s in place, relevant to  international m aritim e 
transportation and other transboundary m ovem ent o f  radioactive m aterial, 
radioactive w aste and spent fuel, including, inter alia, arrangements for prior 
notification and consultations done in accordance with relevant international 
instruments.
36. Im prove the sc ien tific  understanding and assessm ent o f  marine and coastal 
ecosystem s as a fundam ental basis for sound decision-m aking, through actions at all 
levels to:
(a) Increase sc ien tific  and technical collaboration, including integrated  
assessm ent at the global and regional levels , including the appropriate transfer o f  
marine sc ien ce and m arine tech n olog ies and techniques for the conservation and 
m anagem ent o f  liv in g  and n on -liv in g  marine resources and expanding ocean- 
observing capabilities for the tim ely  prediction and assessm ent o f  the state o f  m arine 
environment;
(b) Establish by 2004  a regular process under the U nited N ations for global 
reporting and assessm en t o f  the state o f  the m arine environm ent, including so c io ­
econom ic aspects, both current and foreseeable, building on  ex isting  regional 
assessm ents;
(c) B u ild  capacity in  m arine sc ien ce , inform ation and m anagem ent, through, 
inter alia, prom oting the use o f  environm ental im pact assessm en ts and 
environm ental evaluation  and reporting techniques, for projects or activ ities that are 




(d) Strengthen the ability o f  the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
C om m ission o f  the United N ations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization o f  the United N ations and 
other relevant international and regional and subregional organizations to  build  
national and local capacity in marine science and the sustainable m anagem ent o f  
oceans and their resources.
* * *
37. A n integrated, multi-hazard, inclusive approach to address vulnerability, risk  
assessm ent and disaster m anagement, including prevention, m itigation, 
preparedness, response and recovery, is an essential elem ent o f  a safer world in the 
twenty-first century. A ctions are required at all levels  to:
(a) Strengthen the role o f  the International Strategy for D isaster Reduction  
and encourage the international com m unity to provide the necessary financial 
resources to its Trust Fund;
(b) Support the establishm ent o f  effective regional, subregional and national 
strategies and sc ien tific and technical institutional support for disaster m anagem ent;
(c ) Strengthen the institutional capacities o f  countries and prom ote 
international jo in t observation and research, through im proved surface-based  
m onitoring and increased use o f  satellite data, dissem ination o f  techn ical and 
scientific know ledge, and the provision o f  assistance to  vulnerable countries;
(d) R educe the risks o f  flood ing  and drought in vulnerable countries by, inter 
alia, prom oting wetland and watershed protection and restoration, im proved land- 
use planning, im proving and applying m ore w id ely  techniques and m ethodologies  
for assessing the potential adverse effects o f  clim ate change on w etlands and, as 
appropriate, assisting countries that are particularly vulnerable to those effects;
(e) Improve techniques and m ethodologies for assessin g  the effec ts o f  
clim ate change, and encourage the continuing assessm ent o f  those adverse effects by 
the Intergovernmental Panel on C lim ate Change;
(f) Encourage the d issem ination and use o f  traditional and indigenous 
know ledge to m itigate the im pact o f  disasters and prom ote com m unity-based  
disaster m anagem ent planning by local authorities, including through training  
activities and raising public awareness;
(g ) Support the ongoing voluntary contribution o f, as appropriate, non­
governm ental organizations, the sc ien tific  com m unity and other partners in the 
m anagem ent o f  natural disasters according to agreed, relevant guidelines;
(h) D evelop  and strengthen early warning system s and inform ation networks 
in disaster m anagem ent, consistent w ith  the International Strategy for D isaster  
Reduction;
(i) D evelop  and strengthen capacity at all levels to  co llec t and d issem inate  
scien tific and technical inform ation, including the im provem ent o f  early warning  
system s for predicting extrem e w eather events, esp ecia lly  El N iñ o/L a N iñ a , through  
the provision o f  assistance to  institutions devoted  to addressing such events, 
including the International Centre for the Study o f  the El N iñ o  phenom enon;
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(j) Prom ote cooperation for the prevention and m itigation o f, preparedness 
for, response to and recovery from major technological and other disasters w ith  an 
adverse impact on the environm ent in order to enhance the capabilities o f  affected  
countries to cope w ith such situations.
* * *
38. Change in the Earth’s clim ate and its adverse effects are a com m on concern o f  
humankind. We rem ain deeply concerned that all countries, particularly develop in g  
countries, including the least developed countries and sm all island develop in g  
States, face increased risks o f  negative im pacts o f  clim ate change and recogn ize  
that, in th is context, the problem s o f  poverty, land degradation, a ccess to  water and 
food and human health remain at the centre o f  g lobal attention. The U nited  N ations  
Framework C onvention on C lim ate Change27 is the key instrument for addressing  
clim ate change, a g lobal concern, and w e reaffirm our com m itm ent to  ach iev ing  its 
ultimate objective o f  stabilization o f  greenhouse gas concentrations in the 
atm osphere at a level that w ould  prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference w ith  
the clim ate system , w ithin a tim e frame sufficient to a llow  ecosystem s to  adapt 
naturally to  clim ate change, to ensure that food production is not threatened and to  
enable econom ic developm ent to proceed in a sustainable manner, in  accordance 
with our com m on but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. 
R ecalling the U nited N ations M illennium  D eclaration, in w hich  heads o f  State and 
G overnm ent resolved  to m ake every effort to ensure the entry into force o f  the 
K yoto Protocol to the U nited N ations Framework C onvention on C lim ate C hange,28 
preferably by the tenth anniversary o f  the U nited N ations C onference on  
Environm ent and D evelopm ent in 2002 , and to embark on the required reduction o f  
em issions o f  greenhouse gases, States that have ratified the K yoto Protocol strongly  
urge States that have not already done so  to ratify it in a tim ely  manner. A ction s at 
all levels are required to:
(a) M eet all the com m itm ents and obligations under the U nited  N ations  
Framework C onvention  on  C lim ate Change;
(b) Work coop eratively  towards achieving the ob jectives o f  the Convention;
(c) Provide techn ical and financial assistance and capacity-build ing to  
d eveloping countries and countries w ith econom ies in transition in accordance w ith  
com m itm ents under the C onvention, including the Marrakesh A ccords;29
(d) B uild  and enhance scien tific  and technological capabilities, inter alia, 
through continuing support to the Intergovernmental Panel on  C lim ate C hange for 
the exchange o f  sc ien tific  data and information esp ecia lly  in d evelop in g  countries;
(e) D eve lop  and transfer technological solutions;
(f) D eve lop  and d issem inate innovative techn ologies in regard to  key sectors 
o f  developm ent, particularly energy, and o f  investm ent in th is regard, including  
through private sector involvem ent, m arket-oriented approaches, and supportive 
public p o lic ies and international cooperation;
27 A/AC.237/18 (Part II)/Add.l and Corr.l, annex I.
2* FCCC/CP/1997/7/Add. 1, decision 1/CP.3, annex.
»  FCCC/CP/2001/13 and Add.1-4.
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(g ) Prom ote the system atic observation o f  the Earth’s atmosphere, land and 
oceans b y  im proving m onitoring stations, increasing the use o f  satellites and 
appropriate integration o f  these observations to  produce high-quality data that could  
be dissem inated for the use o f  all countries, in particular develop in g  countries;
(h) Enhance the im plem entation o f  national, regional and international 
strategies to  monitor the Earth’s atm osphere, land and oceans, including, as 
appropriate, strategies for integrated global observations, inter alia, with the 
cooperation o f  relevant international organizations, especia lly  the specialized  
agen cies, in  cooperation with the C onvention;
(i)  Support initiatives to a ssess the consequences o f  clim ate change, such as 
the A rctic C ouncil initiative, including the environm ental, econom ic and social 
im pacts on local and indigenous com m unities.
39 . Enhance cooperation at the international, regional and national levels to reduce 
air pollution , including transboundary air pollution, acid  deposition and ozone  
depletion, bearing in mind the R io principles, including, inter alia, the principle that, 
in v iew  o f  the different contributions to  global environm ental degradation, States 
have com m on but differentiated responsibilities, w ith actions at all levels  to:
(a) Strengthen capacities o f  d evelop in g  countries and countries with  
econom ies in transition to m easure, reduce and assess the im pacts o f  air pollution, 
including health im pacts, and provide financial and technical support for these  
activities;
(b) Facilitate im plem entation o f  the M ontreal Protocol on Substances that 
D ep lete the O zone Layer by ensuring adequate replenishm ent o f  its fund by 
2003 /2005;
(c ) Further support the e ffec tiv e  regim e for the protection o f  the ozon e layer 
established in the V ienna Convention for the Protection o f  the O zone Layer and the 
M ontreal Protocol, including its com pliance m echanism ;
(d) Improve access by develop in g  countries to  affordable, accessib le, cost- 
effective , safe and environm entally sound alternatives to  ozone-dep leting substances 
by 2010 , and assist them  in com plying w ith  the phase-out schedule under the 
M ontreal Protocol, bearing in m ind that ozon e depletion  and clim ate change are 
scien tifica lly  and technically  interrelated;
(e ) Take m easures to  address illegal traffic in ozon e-d ep letin g  substances.
* * *
40 . Agriculture plays a crucial role in addressing the needs o f  a grow ing global 
population and is inextricably linked to poverty eradication, esp ecia lly  in developing  
countries. Enhancing the role o f  w om en at all lev e ls  and in all aspects o f  rural 
developm ent, agriculture, nutrition and food security is  im perative. Sustainable 
agriculture and rural developm ent are essentia l to  th e im plem entation o f  an 
integrated approach to increasing food  production and enhancing food security and 
food  safety in an environm entally sustainable way. T his w ould  include actions at all 
lev e ls  to:
(a) A ch ieve the M illennium  D eclaration target to  h a lve by the year 2015 the 
proportion o f  the w orld’s people w ho suffer from hunger and realize the right to a 
standard o f  liv ing adequate for the health and w ell-b ein g  o f  them selves and their
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fam ilies, including food, including by promoting food security and fighting hunger 
in com bination w ith m easures which address poverty, consistent w ith  the outcom e o f  
the World Food Sum m it and, for States Parties, w ith their ob ligations under article 
11 o f  the International Covenant on Econom ic, Social and Cultural R ights;30
(b ) D eve lop  and im plem ent integrated land m anagem ent and w ater-use plans 
that are based on sustainable use o f  renewable resources and on integrated  
assessm ents o f  soc io -econ om ic and environm ental potentials and strengthen the 
capacity o f  G overnm ents, local authorities and com m unities to m onitor and m anage 
the quantity and quality o f  land and water resources;
(c ) Increase understanding o f  the sustainable u se , protection and 
m anagem ent o f  water resources to advance long-term  sustainability  o f  freshwater, 
coastal and m arine environm ents;
(d) Prom ote program m es to enhance in a sustainable m anner the productivity  
o f  land and the efficien t use o f  water resources in agriculture, forestry, wetlands, 
artisanal fisheries and aquaculture, especially  through indigenous and local 
com m unity-based approaches;
(e ) Support the efforts o f  developing countries to  protect oases from  silt, 
land degradation and increasing salin ity  by providing appropriate technical and 
financial assistance;
(f)  Enhance the participation o f  w om en in all aspects and at a ll levels  
relating to sustainable agriculture and food security;
(g )  Integrate ex istin g  inform ation system s on land-use practices by 
strengthening national research and extension  services and farmer organizations to  
trigger farm er-to-farm er exchange on good practices, such  as th ose related to 
environm entally sound, low -cost techn ologies, w ith the assistance o f  relevant 
international organizations;
(h) Enact, as appropriate, m easures that protect indigenous resource 
m anagem ent system s and support the contribution o f  all appropriate stakeholders, 
men and w om en a like, in rural planning and developm ent;
(i)  A dopt p o lic ies  and im plem ent law s that guarantee w ell defined  and 
enforceable land and water use rights and prom ote lega l security o f  tenure, 
recognizing the ex isten ce o f  different national law s and/or system s o f  land access  
and tenure, and provide technical and financial assistance to  d evelop in g  countries as 
w ell as countries w ith  econom ies in transition that are undertaking land tenure 
reform in order to  enhance sustainable livelihoods;
(j) R everse the declin ing trend in public sector finance for sustainable 
agriculture, provide appropriate technical and financial assistance, and prom ote 
private sector investm ent and support efforts in  d evelop in g  countries and countries 
with econ om ies in transition to strengthen agricultural research and natural resource 
m anagem ent capacity and d issem ination  o f  research results to  the farm ing  
com m unities;
30 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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(k) Em ploy market-based incentives for agricultural enterprises and farmers 
to  m onitor and m anage water use and quality, inter alia, by applying such m ethods 
as sm all-scale irrigation and wastewater recycling and reuse;
(1) Enhance access to existing markets and develop  new  markets for value- 
added agricultural products;
(m ) Increase brown-field redevelopm ent in  developed  countries and countries 
w ith econom ies in transition, w ith appropriate technical assistance where 
contam ination is a serious problem;
(n) Enhance international cooperation to  com bat the illic it cultivation o f  
narcotic plants, taking into account their n egative socia l, econom ic and 
environm ental impacts;
(o )  Prom ote programmes for the environm entally sound, effective and 
efficien t u se  o f  so il fertility improvement practices and agricultural pest control;
(p ) Strengthen and improve coordination o f  ex istin g  in itiatives to enhance 
sustainable agricultural production and food security;
(q ) Invite countries that have not done so  to ratify the International Treaty on
Plant G enetic Resources for Food and Agriculture;31
(r) Prom ote the conservation, and sustainable use and m anagem ent o f
traditional and indigenous agricultural system s and strengthen indigenous m odels o f
agricultural production.
* * *
41 . Strengthen the implem entation o f  the U nited N ations C onvention to Combat 
D esertification  in Those Countries E xperiencing Serious Drought and/or 
D esertification , particularly in A frica,7 to  address cau ses o f  desertification and land 
degradation in order to maintain and restore land, and to  address poverty resulting  
from land degradation. This would include actions at all le v e ls  to:
(a ) M ob ilize adequate and predictable financial resources, transfer o f  
tech n olog ies and capacity-building at all levels;
(b ) Formulate national action program m es to ensure tim ely and effective  
im plem entation o f  the Convention and its related projects, w ith  the support o f  the 
international com m unity, including through decentralized projects at the local level;
(c )  Encourage the United N ations Fram ework C onvention on Climate 
Change, the Convention on B io log ica l D iversity  and the C onvention to Combat 
D esertification  to continue exploring and enhancing syn ergies, w ith due regard to  
their resp ective mandates, in the elaboration and im plem entation o f  plans and 
strategies under the respective C onventions;
(d ) Integrate measures to prevent and com bat desertification as w ell as to  
m itigate the effects o f  drought through relevant p o lic ie s  and programmes, such as 
land, w ater and forest management, agriculture, rural developm ent, early warning 
system s, environm ent, energy, natural resources, health and education, and poverty 
eradication and sustainable developm ent strategies;
31 Report of the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
Thirty-first Session, Rome, 2-13 November 2001 (C2001/REP), appendix D.
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(e ) Provide affordable local a ccess to inform ation to  im prove m onitoring and 
early warning related to desertification arid drought;
(f)  Call on the Second A ssem b ly  o f  the Global Environment Facility  (GEF) 
to take action on the recom m endations o f  the GEF Council concerning the 
designation o f  land degradation (desertification  and deforestation) as a focal area o f  
GEF as a means o f  GEF support for the su ccessfu l im plem entation o f  the 
C onvention to Combat D esertification; and consequently, consider m aking GEF a 
financial m echanism  o f  the C onvention, taking into account the prerogatives and 
decisions o f  the C onference o f  the Parties to the C onvention, w hile recognizing the 
com plem entary roles o f  GEF and the G lobal M echanism  o f  the C onvention in 
providing and m obilizing resources for the elaboration and im plem entation o f  action  
programmes;
(g )  Improve the sustainability o f  grassland resources through strengthening  
m anagem ent and law  enforcem ent and provid ing financial and technical support by 
the international com m unity to d evelop in g  countries.
* * *
4 2 . M ountain ecosystem s support particular livelih oods and include sign ificant 
watershed resources, b io logical d iversity and unique flora and fauna. M any are 
particularly fragile and vulnerable to  the adverse effects o f  clim ate change and need  
sp ecific  protection. A ctions at all lev e ls  are required to:
(a) D evelop  and promote program m es, p o licies and approaches that integrate 
environm ental, econom ic and social com ponents o f  sustainable m ountain  
developm ent and strengthen international cooperation for its p ositive im pacts on  
poverty eradication program m es, esp ecia lly  in  develop in g  countries;
(b) Im plem ent program m es to  address, where appropriate, deforestation, 
erosion, land degradation, lo ss o f  b iodiversity, disruption o f  water flow s and retreat 
o f  glaciers;
(c ) D evelop  and im plem ent, w here appropriate, gender-sensitive p o lic ies and 
program m es, including public and private investm ents that help  elim inate inequities 
facing mountain com m unities;
(d ) Im plem ent program m es to  prom ote diversification  and traditional 
m ountain econom ies, sustainable live lih ood s and sm all-scale production system s, 
including sp ecific  training program m es and better access to  national and 
international markets, com m unications and transport planning, taking into account 
the particular sensitiv ity  o f  m ountains;
(e) Prom ote fu ll participation and involvem ent o f  m ountain com m unities in  
d ecisions that affect them  and integrate indigenous know ledge, heritage and values  
in all developm ent in itiatives;
(f) M ob ilize national and international support for applied research and 
capacity-build ing, provide financial and technical assistance for the effec tive  
im plem entation o f  the sustainable d evelopm ent o f  m ountain ecosystem s in 
d eveloping countries and countries w ith  econ om ies in transition, and address the  
poverty am ong peop le liv ing in m ountains through concrete plans, projects and 
program m es, w ith su fficient support from  all stakeholders, taking into account the  




43. Prom ote sustainable tourism developm ent, including non-consum ptive and 
eco-tourism , taking into account the spirit o f  the International Year o f  Eco-tourism  
200 2 , the United N ations Year for Cultural H eritage in 2002 , the World Eco-tourism  
Sum m it 2002 and its Q uebec D eclaration, and the G lobal Code o f  Ethics for  
Tourism as adopted by the World Tourism Organization in order to increase the 
benefits from tourism resources for the population in host com m unities w hile  
m aintaining the cultural and environmental integrity o f  the host com m unities and 
enhancing the protection o f  eco log ica lly  sensitive areas and natural heritages. 
Prom ote sustainable tourism  developm ent and capacity-building in order to  
contribute to the strengthening o f  rural and local com m unities. This w ould include 
actions at all levels to:
(a) Enhance international cooperation, foreign direct investm ent and 
partnerships with both private and public sectors, at all levels;
(b) D evelop  program mes, including education and training programmes, that 
encourage people to participate in eco-tourism , enable indigenous and local 
com m unities to develop  and benefit from eco-tourism , and enhance stakeholder 
cooperation in tourism developm ent and heritage preservation, in order to im prove 
the protection o f  the environm ent, natural resources and cultural heritage;
(c ) Provide technical assistance to  developing countries and countries with  
econom ies in transition to support sustainable tourism  business developm ent and 
investm ent and tourism aw areness program m es, to  im prove dom estic tourism , and to  
stim ulate entrepreneurial developm ent;
(d ) A ssist host com m unities in  m anaging visits to their tourism attractions 
for their m aximum  benefit, w hile  ensuring the least negative im pacts on and risks 
for their traditions, culture and environm ent, w ith  the support o f  the World Tourism  
Organization and other relevant organizations;
(e ) Prom ote the d iversification  o f  econom ic activ ities, including through the  
facilitation o f  access to  markets and com m ercial inform ation, and participation o f  
em erging local enterprises, especia lly  sm all and m edium -sized  enterprises.
* * *
44. B iodiversity, w hich plays a critical role in  overall sustainable developm ent and 
poverty eradication, is essential to  our planet, human w ell-b eing and to  the 
livelih ood  and cultural integrity o f  peop le. H ow ever, b iodiversity is currently being  
lost at unprecedented rates due to human activities; this trend can only be reversed i f  
the local people benefit from the conservation and sustainable use o f  b io logical 
diversity, in particular in countries o f  origin o f  gen etic resources, in accordance with  
article 15 o f  the Convention on B io log ica l D iversity. The Convention is the key  
instrument for the conservation and sustainable use o f  b io log ica l diversity and the 
fair and equitable sharing o f  benefits arising from  use o f  gen etic  resources. A  m ore 
efficient and coherent im plem entation o f  the three objectives o f  the C onvention and 
the achievem ent by 2010  o f  a sign ificant reduction in the current rate o f  lo ss o f  
b iological diversity w ill require the provision  o f  new  and additional financial and 
technical resources to developing countries, and includes actions at all leve ls to:
(a) Integrate the objectives o f  the C onvention into global, regional and 
national sectoral and cross-sectoral program m es and p o lic ies , in particular in the
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programmes and p o lic ies o f  the econ om ic sectors o f  countries and international 
financial institutions;
(b) Prom ote the ongoing work under the C onvention on  the sustainable use 
on biological diversity, including on sustainable tourism, as a cross-cutting issue  
relevant to  different ecosystem s, sectors and them atic areas;
(c) Encourage effective  synergies betw een the C onvention and other 
multilateral environm ental agreem ents, inter alia, through the developm ent o f  jo in t 
plans and program m es, w ith due regard to their respective m andates, regarding 
com m on responsibilities and concerns;
(d) Im plem ent the C onvention and its provisions, including active fo llow -u p  
o f  its work programmes and decision s through national, regional and global action  
program m es, in particular the national b iodiversity  strategies and action plans, and 
strengthen their integration into relevant cross-sectoral strategies, program m es and 
p olic ies, including those related to  sustainable developm ent and poverty eradication, 
including in itiatives w hich prom ote com m unity-based sustainable use o f  b io log ica l 
diversity;
(e ) Prom ote the w id e im plem entation and further developm ent o f  the 
ecosystem  approach, as being elaborated in the on going work o f  the C onvention;
(f) Prom ote concrete international support and partnership for the 
conservation and sustainable use o f  b iodiversity, including in ecosystem s, at World 
H eritage sites and for the protection o f  endangered species, in particular through the 
appropriate channelling o f  financial resources and technology to develop in g  
countries and countries with econom ies in  transition;
(g ) To effective ly  conserve and sustainably use biodiversity, prom ote and 
support in itiatives for hot spot areas and other areas essential for b iodiversity  and 
prom ote the developm ent o f  national and regional eco log ica l netw orks and 
corridors;
(h) Provide financial and techn ical support to develop in g  countries, 
including capacity-building, in  order to  enhance indigenous and com m unity-based  
biodiversity conservation efforts;
(i)  Strengthen national, regional and international efforts to  control in vasive  
alien  sp ecies, w hich are one o f  the m ain  causes o f  biodiversity lo ss , and encourage 
the developm ent o f  e ffec tive  work program m e on  in vasive alien  species at all levels;
0 )  Subject to  national leg isla tion , recogn ize the rights o f  local and
indigenous com m unities w ho are holders o f  traditional know ledge, innovations and 
practices, and, with the approval and in volvem ent o f  the holders o f  such k now ledge, 
innovations and practices, develop  and im plem ent benefit-sharing m echanism s on  
m utually agreed term s for the use o f  such  know ledge, innovations and practices;
(k) Encourage and enable all stakeholders to  contribute to  the
im plem entation o f  the objectives o f  the C onvention  and, in particular, recogn ize  the 
sp ecific  role o f  youth, w om en and in d igen ous and local com m unities in  conserving  
and using biodiversity in  a sustainable w ay;
(1) Prom ote the effective  participation o f  indigenous and local com m unities
in decision  and policy-m aking concern ing the u se  o f  their traditional know ledge;
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(m) Encourage technical and financial support to developing countries and 
countries with econom ies in transition in their efforts to  develop  and im plem ent, as 
appropriate, inter alia, national sui generis system s and traditional system s  
according to national priorities and legislation , w ith a v iew  to conserving and the 
sustainable use o f  biodiversity;
(n) Promote the w ide im plem entation o f  and continued work on the Bonn  
Guidelines on A ccess to G enetic R esources and Fair and Equitable Sharing o f  
Benefits arising out o f  their U tilization , as an input to assist the Parties w hen  
developing and drafting leg islative, adm inistrative or p olicy  m easures on access and 
benefit-sharing as w ell as contract and other arrangements under m utually agreed  
terms for access and benefit-sharing;
(o) N egotiate w ithin the fram ework o f  the C onvention on B io log ica l 
Diversity, bearing in mind the B onn  G uidelines, an international regim e to prom ote 
and safeguard the fair and equitable sharing o f  benefits arising out o f  the utilization  
o f  genetic resources;
(p) Encourage successfu l con clusion  o f  existing processes under the auspices  
o f  the Intergovernmental C om m ittee on  Intellectual Property and G enetic R esources, 
Traditionai K now ledge and Folk lore o f  the World Intellectual Property 
Organization, and in the ad hoc open-ended working group on article 8 (j) and 
related provisions o f  the C onvention;
(q) Prom ote practicable m easures for access to  the results and benefits  
arising from b iotechnologies based upon gen etic resources, in accordance w ith  
articles IS and 19 o f  the C onvention, including through enhanced sc ien tific  and 
technical cooperation on b iotech nology  and biosafety, including the exchange o f  
experts, training human resources and developing research-oriented institutional 
capacities;
(r) With a v iew  to enhancing synergy and mutual supportiveness, taking into 
account the decision s under the relevant agreem ents, prom ote the d iscussions, 
without prejudging their outcom e, w ith regard to the relationships betw een the 
C onvention and agreem ents related to  international trade and intellectual property 
rights, as outlined in the D oha M inisterial Declaration;32
(s) Prom ote the im plem entation o f  the programme o f  w ork o f  the Global 
Taxonom y Initiative;
(t) Invite all States that have not already done so  to  ratify the C onvention, 
the Cartagena Protocol on B iosafety  to the C onvention33 and other biodiversity- 
related agreem ents, and invite th ose that have done so  to  prom ote their effective  
im plem entation at the national, regional and international leve ls and to support 
developing countries and countries w ith  econom ies in transition techn ically  and 
financially in th is regard.
* * *
45. Forests and trees cover nearly on e third o f  the Earth’s surface. Sustainable 
forest m anagem ent o f  both natural and planted forests and for tim ber and non-tim ber 
products is essential to ach iev ing  sustainable developm ent as w ell as a critical




means to eradicate poverty, sign ificantly  reduce deforestation, halt the loss o f  forest 
biodiversity and land and resource degradation and im prove food security and 
access to safe drinking water and affordable energy; in addition, it h ighlights the 
m ultiple benefits o f  both natural and planted forests and trees and contributes to the 
w ell-being o f  the planet and humanity. The achievem ent o f  sustainable forest 
management, nationally and globally , including through partnerships am ong  
interested G overnm ents and stakeholders, including the private sector, indigenous 
and local com m unities and non-governm ental organizations, is an essentia l goal o f  
sustainable developm ent. This w ould  include actions at all leve ls  to:
(a) Enhance political com m itm ent to ach ieve sustainable forest m anagement 
by endorsing it as a priority on the international political agenda, taking full account 
o f  the linkages betw een the forest sector and other sectors through integrated  
approaches;
(b ) Support the United N ations Forum on Forests, w ith the assistance o f  the 
Collaborative Partnership on Forests, as key intergovernmental m echanism s to  
facilitate and coordinate the im plem entation o f  sustainable forest m anagem ent at the  
national, regional and global lev e ls , thus contributing, inter alia, to the conservation  
and sustainable use o f  forest biodiversity;
(c ) Take im m ediate action on dom estic forest law  enforcem ent and illegal 
international trade in forest products, including in forest b iological resources, w ith  
the support o f  the international com m unity, and provide hum an and institutional 
capacity-building related to the enforcem ent o f  national legislation  in th ose areas;
(d) Take im m ediate action at the national and international lev e ls  to  prom ote 
and facilitate the m eans to  ach ieve sustainable tim ber harvesting and to  facilitate the 
provision o f  financial resources and the transfer and developm ent o f  
environm entally sound tech n olog ies, and thereby address unsustainable tim ber- 
harvesting practices;
(e ) D evelop  and im plem ent in itiatives to  address the needs o f  those parts o f  
the world that currently suffer from  poverty and the highest rates o f  deforestation  
and where international cooperation w ould  be w elcom ed  by affected G overnm ents;
(f)  Create and strengthen partnerships and international cooperation to  
facilitate the provision o f  increased financial resources, the transfer o f  
environm entally sound tech n olog ies, trade, capacity-building, forest law  
enforcem ent and governance at all leve ls  and integrated land and resource 
m anagem ent to im plem ent sustainable forest m anagem ent, including the proposals 
for action o f  the Intergovernm ental Panel on Forests/Intergovernm ental Forum on  
Forests;
(g )  A ccelerate im plem entation o f  the proposals for action o f  the 
Intergovernmental Panel on  Forests/Intergovernm ental Forum on Forests by 
countries and by the C ollaborative Partnership on  Forests and in tensify  efforts on  
reporting to the U nited N ations Forum on Forests to contribute to an assessm ent o f  
progress in 2005;
(h) R ecogn ize and support indigenous and com m unity-based forest 




(i) Im plem ent the expanded action-oriented work program m e o f  the 
C onvention on B io log ica l D iversity on all types o f  forest b io log ica l d iversity, in 
c lose  cooperation w ith the Forum, Partnership members and other forest-related  
processes and conventions, with the involvem ent o f  all relevant stakeholders.
* * *
46. M ining, m inerals and m etals are important to the econ om ic and social 
developm ent o f  m any countries. M inerals are essential for m odem  liv in g . Enhancing  
the contribution o f  m ining, m inerals and m etals to  sustainable developm ent includes 
actions at all levels to:
(a) Support efforts to  address the environmental, econom ic, health and social 
im pacts and benefits o f  m ining, m inerals and m etals throughout their life  cyc le , 
including workers’ health and safety, and use a range o f  partnerships, furthering 
existing activities at the national and international leve ls am ong interested  
Governments, intergovernm ental organizations, m ining com panies and workers and 
other stakeholders to  prom ote transparency and accountability for sustainable 
m ining and m inerals developm ent;
(b) Enhance the participation o f  stakeholders, including local and indigenous 
com m unities and w om en, to play an active role in m inerals, m etals and m ining  
developm ent throughout the life  cy c le s  o f  m ining operations, including after closure  
for rehabilitation purposes, in accordance with national regulations and taking into 
account significant transboundary impacts;
(c ) Foster sustainable m ining practices through the provision  o f  financial, 
technical and capacity-build ing support to developing countries and countries with  
econom ies in transition for the m ining and processing o f  m inerals, includ ing sm all- 
scale m ining, and, w here p ossib le and appropriate, im prove value-added processing, 
upgrade scien tific  and techn ologica l information and reclaim  and rehabilitate 
degraded sites.
V. Sustainable development in a globalizing world
47. G lobalization offers opportunities and challenges for sustainable developm ent. 
We recognize that globalization  and interdependence are offering n ew  opportunities 
for trade, investm ent and capital flow s and advances in techn ology , including  
information technology, for the growth o f  the world econom y, d evelopm ent and the 
improvem ent o f  liv in g  standards around the world. A t the sam e tim e, there remain  
serious challenges, including serious financial crises, insecurity, poverty, exclusion  
and inequality w ithin and am ong soc ieties. The developing countries and countries 
with econom ies in transition face special d ifficu lties in responding to those  
challenges and opportunities. G lobalization  should be fu lly  in clu sive  and equitable, 
and there is a strong need  for p o lic ies  and m easures at the national and international 
levels, formulated and im plem ented with the full and effec tive  participation o f  
developing countries and countries w ith econom ies in transition, to h elp  them  to 
respond effective ly  to  th ose ch allenges and opportunities. T his w ill require urgent 
action at all leve ls to:
(a) Continue to  prom ote open , equitable, rules-based, predictable and non- 
discrim inatory m ultilateral trading and financial system s that b enefit all countries in 
the pursuit o f  sustainable developm ent. Support the su ccessfu l com pletion  o f  the
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work programme contained in the D oha M inisterial D eclaration and the 
im plem entation o f  the M onterrey C onsensus. W elcom e the d ecision  contained in the 
D oha M inisterial Declaration to p lace the needs and interests o f  developing  
countries at the heart o f  the work programme o f  the Declaration, includ ing through  
enhanced market access for products o f  interest to  d evelop in g  countries;
(b) Encourage ongoing effort^ by international financial and trade 
institutions to  ensure that decision-m aking p rocesses and institutional structures are 
open and transparent;
(c) Enhance the capacities o f  d eveloping countries, including the least 
developed countries, landlocked developing countries and sm all island developing  
States, to  benefit from  liberalized trade opportunities through international 
cooperation and m easures aim ed at im proving productivity, com m odity  
diversification and com petitiveness, com m unity-based entrepreneurial capacity and 
transportation and com m unication infrastructure developm ent;
(d) Support the International Labour Organization and encourage its ongoing  
work on the social dim ension o f  globalization, as stated in paragraph 64 o f  the 
M onterrey C onsensus;
(e ) Enhance the delivery o f  coordinated, e ffec tiv e  and targeted trade-related  
technical assistance and capacity-building program m es, including taking advantage 
o f  existing and future market access opportunities, and exam ining the relationship  
betw een trade, environm ent and developm ent.
48 . Im plem ent the outcom es o f  the D oha M inisterial C onference by the members 
o f  the World Trade Organization, further strengthen trade-related technical 
assistance and capacity-build ing and ensure the m eaningful, e ffec tiv e  and full 
participation o f  d evelop in g  countries in  m ultilateral trade n egotiations by placing  
their n eed s and interests at the heart o f  the work program m e o f  the World Trade 
Organization.
49 . A ctive ly  prom ote corporate responsibility and accountability, based on the R io  
principles, including through the full developm ent and e ffec tiv e  im plem entation o f  
intergovernm ental agreem ents and m easures, international in itiatives and public- 
private partnerships and appropriate national regulations, and support continuous 
im provem ent in corporate practices in all countries.
50. Strengthen the capacities o f  developing countries to  encourage public/private 
in itiatives that enhance the ease o f  access, accuracy, tim elin ess and coverage o f  
inform ation on countries and financial markets. M ultilateral and regional financial 
institutions cou ld  provide further assistance for these purposes.
51. Strengthen regional trade and cooperation agreem ents, con sistent w ith the 
m ultilateral trading system , am ong developed  and d evelop in g  countries and 
countries w ith  econ om ies in transition, as w ell as am ong d evelop in g  countries, with  
the support o f  international finance institutions and regional developm ent banks, as 
appropriate, w ith  a v ie w  to  achieving the objectives o f  sustainable developm ent.
52. A ssist d evelop in g  countries and countries w ith  econ om ies in  transition in 
narrowing the digital d ivide, creating digital opportunities and harnessing the 
potential o f  inform ation and com m unication tech n olog ies for d evelopm ent through 
techn ology  transfer on  m utually agreed term s and the provision  o f  financial and
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technical support and, in this context, support the World Sum m it on the Information  
Society.
VI. Health and sustainable development
53. The R io Declaration on Environm ent and D evelopm ent states that human 
beings are at the centre o f  concerns for sustainable developm ent, and that they are 
entitled to a healthy and productive life , in harm ony w ith nature. The goals o f  
sustainable developm ent can only be achieved in the absence o f  a high prevalence o f  
debilitating d iseases, w hile  obtaining health gains for the w h ole population requires 
poverty eradication. There is an u igent need to  address the causes o f  ill health, 
including environm ental causes, and their im pact on developm ent, w ith particular 
em phasis on w om en and children, as w ell as vulnerable groups o f  society, such as 
people with disabilities, elderly persons and indigenous people.
54. Strengthen the capacity o f  health-care system s to  d eliver basic health services  
to all in an efficien t, accessib le and affordable manner aim ed at preventing, 
controlling and treating d iseases, and to  reduce environm ental health threats, in 
conform ity with human rights and fundamental freedom s and consistent with  
national law s and cultural and religious values, and taking into account the reports 
o f  relevant United N ations conferences and sum m its and o f  special session s o f  the 
General A ssem bly. T his w ould  include actions at all le v e ls  to:
(a) Integrate the health concerns, including those o f  the m ost vulnerable 
populations, into strategies, p o licies and program m es for poverty eradication and 
sustainable developm ent;
(b) Prom ote equitable and im proved access to  affordable and efficien t health­
care services, including prevention, at all leve ls  o f  the health system , essential and 
safe drugs at affordable prices, im m unization serv ices and safe vaccin es and m edical 
technology;
(c ) Provide technical and financial assistance to  d evelop in g  countries and 
countries w ith econom ies in transition to im plem ent the Health for A ll Strategy, 
including health inform ation system s and integrated databases on developm ent 
hazards;
(d ) Improve the developm ent and m anagem ent o f  human resources in health­
care services;
(e ) Prom ote and d evelop  partnerships to enhance health education w ith  the 
objective o f  achieving im proved health literacy on a global basis by 2 0 1 0 , w ith the 
involvem ent o f  U nited N ations agen cies, as appropriate;
(f)  D evelop  program m es and in itiatives to  reduce, by the year 2015, 
m ortality rates for infants and children under 5 by tw o  thirds, and maternal m ortality 
rates by three quarters, o f  the prevailing rate in  2 0 0 0 , and reduce disparities betw een  
and w ithin developed  and developing countries as quickly as p ossib le, w ith  
particular attention to elim inating the pattern o f  disproportionate and preventable 
m ortality am ong girl infants and children;
(g )  Target research efforts and apply research results to  priority public health  
issues, in particular those affecting susceptib le and vulnerable populations, through  
the developm ent o f  new  vaccin es, reducing exposures to  health risks, building on
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equal access to health-care services, education, training and m edical treatm ent and 
technology and addressing the secondary effects o f  poor health;
(h) Prom ote the preservation, developm ent and use o f  effective  traditional 
m edicine k now ledge and practices, w here appropriate, in com bination w ith  m odem  
m edicine, recognizing indigenous and local com m unities as custodians o f  traditional 
know ledge and practices, w hile prom oting effective  protection o f  traditional 
know ledge, as appropriate, consistent with international law;
(i) Ensure equal access o f  w om en to  health-care serv ices, g iv in g  particular 
attention to maternal and em ergency obstetric care;
(j) Address effectively , for all individuals o f  appropriate age, the prom otion  
o f  healthy liv ing , including their reproductive and sexual health, consistent w ith  the 
com m itm ents and outcom es o f  recent United N ations conferences and sum m its, 
including the World Sum m it for Children, the U nited N ations C onference on  
Environm ent and D evelopm ent, the International C onference on Population and 
D evelopm ent, the World Sum mit for Social D evelopm ent and the Fourth World 
Conference on  W om en, and their respective review s and reports;
(k) Launch international capacity-building in itiatives, as appropriate, that 
assess health and environm ent linkages and use the k now ledge gained to  create m ore 
effec tive  national and regional p olicy  responses to  environm ental threats to  human  
health;
(1) Transfer and dissem inate, on m utually agreed term s, including through  
public-private m ultisector partnerships, w ith  international financial support, 
techn ologies for safe water, sanitation and w aste m anagem ent for rural and urban 
areas in develop in g  countries and countries w ith econ om ies in transition, taking into 
account country-specific conditions and gender equality, includ ing sp ecific  
techn ology  needs o f  wom en;
(m ) Strengthen and prom ote program m es o f  the International Labour 
Organization and World Health Organization to  reduce occupational deaths, injuries 
and illn esses , and link occupational health w ith public health prom otion as a m eans 
o f  prom oting public health and education;
(n ) Im prove availability and access for all to  su ffic ien t, safe, culturally  
acceptable and nutritionally adequate food, increase consum er health protection, 
address issu es o f  m icronutrient d eficien cy  and im plem ent ex istin g  internationally  
agreed com m itm ents and relevant standards and guidelines;
(o )  D eve lop  or strengthen, where applicable, preventive, prom otive and 
curative program m es to  address non-com m unicable d iseases and conditions, such as 
cardiovascular d iseases, cancer, d iabetes, chronic respiratory d iseases, injuries, 
v io len ce and m ental health disorders and associated  risk factors, including a lcohol, 
tobacco, unhealthy d iets and lack o f  physical activity.
55. Im plem ent, w ithin  the agreed tim e fram es, all com m itm ents agreed in the 
Declaration o f  C om m itm ent on H IV /A ID S34 adopted by the General. A ssem b ly  at its 
tw enty-sixth  special session , em phasizing in particular the reduction o f  H IV  
prevalence am ong you n g  m en and w om en aged 15 to  24 by 25 per cent in  the m ost
34 General Assembly resolution S-26/2, annex.
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affected countries by 2005, and globally  by 2010, as w ell as com bat malaria, 
tuberculosis and other diseases by, inter alia:
(a) Im plem enting national preventive and treatment strategies, regional and 
international cooperation m easures and the developm ent o f  international in itiatives 
to provide special assistance to children orphaned by H IV /A ID S;
(b) F ulfilling com m itm ents for the provision  o f  sufficient resources to  
support the Global Fund to Fight A ID S, Tuberculosis and Malaria, w hile prom oting  
access to  the Fund by countries m ost in  need;
(c) Protecting the health o f  workers and prom oting occupational safety, by, 
inter alia, taking into account, as appropriate, the voluntary C ode o f  Practice on  
H IV /A ID S and the World o f  Work o f  the International Labour O rganization, to  
im prove conditions o f  the workplace;
(d) M obilizing adequate public, and encouraging private, financial resources 
for research and developm ent on d iseases o f  the poor, such as H IV /A ID S, malaria, 
and tuberculosis, directed at biom edical and health research, as w ell as new  vaccine  
and drug developm ent.
56. R educe respiratory d iseases and other health im pacts resulting from  air 
pollution, w ith particular attention to  w om en and children, by:
(a) Strengthening regional and national program m es, including through  
public-private partnerships, w ith technical and financial assistance to develop in g  
countries;
(b ) Supporting the phasing out o f  lead in gasoline;
(c ) Strengthening and supporting efforts for the reduction o f  em issions  
through the use o f  cleaner fuels and m odem  pollu tion  control techniques;
(d ) A ssistin g  developing countries in providing affordable energy to  rural 
com m unities, particularly to reduce dependence on traditional fuel sources for 
cook in g  and heating, w hich affect the health o f  w om en and children.
57. Phase out lead in lead-based paints and in other sources o f  human exposure, 
work to  prevent, in particular, children’s exposure to lead and strengthen m onitoring  
and surveillance efforts and the treatm ent o f  lead poisoning.
VII. Sustainable development of small island developing States
58. Sm all island developing States are a special case both for environm ent and 
developm ent. A lthough they continue to  take the lead in the path towards 
sustainable developm ent in their countries, they are increasingly constrained by the 
interplay o f  adverse factors clearly underlined in A genda 21, the Program m e o f  
A ction  for the Sustainable D evelopm ent o f  Sm all Island D evelop in g  States35 and the 
d ecision s adopted at the tw enty-second  sp ecia l session  o f  the General A ssem bly. 
T his w ould  include actions at all le v e ls  to:
35 Report of the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing 
States, Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 April-6 May 1994 (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
E.94.I.18 and corrigenda), chap. 1, resolution 1, annex II.
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(a) A ccelerate national and regional im plem entation o f  the Program m e o f  
A ction , with adequate financial resources, including through Global Environm ent 
Facility focal areas, transfer o f  environm entally sound techn ologies and assistance  
for capacity-building from  the international com m unity;
(b) Im plem ent further sustainable fisheries m anagem ent and im prove  
financial returns from fisheries by supporting and strengthening relevant regional 
fisheries m anagem ent organizations, as appropriate, such as the recently estab lished  
Caribbean R egional F isheries M echanism  and such agreem ents as the C onvention  on  
the Conservation and M anagem ent o f  H igh ly  M igratory Fish  Stocks in the W estern  
and Central P acific Ocean;
(c ) A ssist sm all island d evelop in g  States, including through the elaboration  
o f  sp ec ific  in itiatives, in delim iting and m anaging in a sustainable m anner their 
coastal areas and ex c lu siv e  econ om ic zones and the continental sh elf, includ ing, 
where appropriate, the continental sh e lf  areas beyond 200  m iles from coastal 
baselines, as w ell as relevant regional m anagem ent in itiatives w ithin  the con text o f  
the United N ations C onvention on the Law o f  the Sea and the regional seas  
programmes o f  the U nited N ations Environm ent Programme;
(d) Provide support, including for capacity-building, for the d evelopm en t and  
further im plem entation of:
(i)  Small island d evelop in g  S tates-sp ecific  com ponents w ithin  program m es
o f  work on  marine and coastal b io log ica l diversity;
(ii)  Freshwater program m es for sm all island develop in g  States, includ ing
through the G lobal Environm ent Facility  focal areas;
(e ) E ffectively  reduce, prevent and control w aste and pollution  and their 
health-related im pacts by undertaking in itiatives by 2004 aim ed at im plem enting the  
Global Programme o f  A ction  for the Protection o f  the M arine Environm ent from  
Land-based A ctiv ities in sm all island d evelop in g  States;
(f) Work to ensure that, in the on going negotiations and elaboration o f  the  
World Trade Organization w ork program m e on  trade in  sm all eco n o m ies, due  
account is taken o f  sm all island d evelop in g  States, w hich  have severe structural 
handicaps in integrating into the g lobal econom y, w ithin the context o f  the D oha  
developm ent agenda;
(g )  D evelop  com m unity-based  in itiatives on sustainable tourism  by 2 0 0 4  and 
build the capacities necessary to d iversify  tourism  products, w h ile  protecting culture 
and traditions and effec tiv e ly  conserving and m anaging natural resources;
(h) Extend assistance to sm all island developing States in support o f  loca l 
com m unities and appropriate national and regional organizations o f  sm all island  
developing States for com p rehensive hazard and risk m anagem ent, d isaster  
prevention, m itigation and preparedness, and help relieve the con sequ en ces o f  
disasters, extrem e w eather events and other em ergencies;
( i)  Support the finalization  and subsequent early operationalization, on  
agreed terms, o f  econ om ic , socia l and environm ental vu lnerability  in d ices and 
related indicators as too ls for the ach ievem ent o f  the sustainable d evelopm ent o f  the  
sm all island develop in g  States;
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(j) A ssist sm all island develop in g  States in m obilizing adequate resources 
and partnerships for their adaptation needs relating to  the adverse effects o f  clim ate 
change, sea level rise and clim ate variability, consistent with com m itm ents under the 
United N ations Framework C onvention on C lim ate Change, where applicable;
(k) Support efforts by sm all island d eveloping States to  build capacities and 
institutional arrangements to im plem ent intellectual property regim es.
59. Support the availability o f  adequate, affordable and environm entally sound  
energy services for the sustainable developm ent o f  sm all island develop in g  States 
by, inter alia:
(a) Strengthening ongoing and supporting new  efforts on energy supply and 
services, by 2004 , including through the U nited N ations system  and partnership 
initiatives;
(b) D evelop ing  and prom oting efficient use o f  sources o f  energy, including  
indigenous sources and renewable energy, and building the capacities o f  sm all island  
developing States for training, technical know -how  and strengthening national 
institutions in the area o f  energy m anagem ent.
60. Provide support to  sm all island developing States to  develop  capacity and 
strengthen:
(a) H ealth-care services for prom oting equitable access to health care;
(b) Health system s for m aking available necessary drugs and techn ology  in a 
sustainable and affordable manner to fight and control com m unicable and non- 
com m unicable d iseases, in particular H IV /A ID S, tuberculosis, d iabetes, m alaria and 
dengue fever;
(c) Efforts to  reduce and m anage w aste and pollution and building capacity  
for m aintaining and m anaging system s to deliver water and sanitation serv ices, in 
both rural and urban areas;
(d) Efforts to im plem ent in itiatives aim ed at poverty eradication, w hich  have 
been outlined in section  II o f  the present docum ent.
61 . Undertake a full and com prehensive review  o f  the im plem entation o f  the 
Barbados Programme o f  A ction  for the Sustainable D evelopm ent o f  Sm all Island  
D eveloping  States in 2004 , in accordance w ith the provisions set forth in General 
A ssem bly resolution S -22 /2 , and in th is context requests the General A ssem b ly  at its 
fifty-seventh  session  to consider conven ing an international m eeting for the 
sustainable developm ent o f  sm all island developing States.
VIII. Sustainable development for Africa
62. S ince the U nited N ations C onference on Environm ent and D evelopm ent, 
sustainable developm ent has rem ained elu sive for m any A frican countries. Poverty  
remains a major ch allenge and m ost countries on  the continent have not benefited  
fu lly  from the opportunities o f  globalization , further exacerbating the continent’s 
m arginalization. A frica’s efforts to  ach ieve sustainable developm ent have been  
hindered by con flic ts, insufficient investm ent, lim ited  market access opportunities 
and supply sid e constraints, unsustainable debt burdens, historically  d eclin ing leve ls  
o f  officia l developm ent assistance and the im pact o f  H IV /A ID S. The World Sum m it
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on Sustainable D evelopm ent should reinvigorate the com m itm ent o f  the 
international com m unity to address these special challenges and g iv e  effec t to a new  
vision  based on concrete actions for the im plem entation o f  A genda 21 in A frica. The  
N ew  Partnership for A frica’s D evelopm ent (N E PA D ) is a com m itm ent by African  
leaders to the people o f  A frica. It recogn izes that partnerships am ong African  
countries them selves and betw een them  and w ith the international com m unity are 
key elem ents o f  a shared and com m on v ision  to eradicate poverty, and furthermore it 
aim s to place their countries, both individually and co llectively , on a path o f  
sustained econom ic growth and sustainable developm ent, w hile  participating  
actively in the world econom y and body politic. It provides a fram ework for 
sustainable developm ent on  the continent to  be shared by all A frica’s peop le. The 
international com m unity w elcom es NEPAD and p ledges its support to  the 
im plem entation o f  this v ision , including through utilization o f  the benefits o f  South- 
South cooperation supported, inter alia, by the Tokyo International C onference on  
African D evelopm ent. It a lso  p led ges support for other ex istin g  developm ent 
fram eworks that are ow ned and driven nationally by African countries and that 
em body poverty reduction strategies, including poverty reduction strategy papers. 
A ch iev ing  sustainable developm ent includes actions at all lev e ls  to:
(a) Create an enabling environm ent at the regional, subregional, national and 
local levels in  order to  ach ieve sustained econom ic growth and sustainable  
developm ent and support A frican efforts for peace, stability and security, the 
resolution and prevention o f  con flic ts, dem ocracy, good  governance, respect for 
human rights and fundam ental freedom s, including the right to developm ent and 
gender equality;
(b) Support the im plem entation o f  the v ision  o f  N EPA D  and other 
established regional and subregional efforts, including through financing, technical 
cooperation and institutional cooperation and human and institutional capacity- 
building at the regional, subregional and national levels , consistent w ith  national 
p olic ies, program m es and nationally ow ned  and led strategies for poverty reduction  
and sustainable developm ent, such as, where applicable, poverty reduction strategy  
papers;
(c) Prom ote techn ology  d evelopm ent, transfer and d iffu sion  to  A frica  and 
further develop  techn ology  and k now ledge available in A frican  centres o f  
excellence;
(d) Support A frican countries in  d evelop in g  effective  sc ien ce  and techn ology  
institutions and research activ ities capable o f  develop in g  and adapting to  w orld  class  
technologies;
(e) Support the developm ent o f  national program m es and strategies to  
prom ote education w ithin the context o f  nationally ow ned and led strategies for 
poverty reduction and strengthen research institutions in education in order to  
increase the capacity to fu lly  support the achievem ent o f  internationally agreed  
developm ent goals related to education, including those contained in the M illennium  
D eclaration on ensuring that, by 2 0 1 5 , children everyw here, b oys and girls alike, 
w ill be able to com p lete a  fu ll cou rse o f  primary schooling  and that g irls and b oys  
w ill have equal access to all lev e ls  o f  education relevant to national needs;
(f)  Enhance the industrial productivity, diversity and com p etitiven ess o f  
A frican countries through a com bination  o f  financial and techn ologica l support for
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the developm ent o f  key infrastructure, access to technology, networking o f  research 
centres, adding value to export products, sk ills developm ent and enhancing market 
access in support o f  sustainable developm ent;
(g )  Enhance the contribution o f  the industrial sector, in particular m ining, 
m inerals and m etals, to the sustainable developm ent o f  A frica  by supporting the 
developm ent o f  effective  and transparent regulatory and m anagem ent frameworks 
and value addition, broad-based participation, socia l and environm ental 
responsibility and increased market access in order to  create an attractive and 
conducive environm ent for investm ent;
(h ) Provide financial and technical support to strengthen the capacity o f  
African countries to undertake environm ental leg isla tive p o licy  and institutional 
reform for sustainable developm ent and to undertake environm ental impact 
assessm ents and, as appropriate, to negotiate and im plem ent multilateral 
environm ent agreem ents;
( i)  D evelop  projects, programmes and partnerships w ith  relevant 
stakeholders and m obilize resources for the effective  im plem entation o f  the outcom e 
o f  the A frican Process for the Protection and D evelopm ent o f  the M arine and 
Coastal Environment;
(j) D eal effec tive ly  with en eigy  problem s in A frica, including through 
in itiatives to:
( i)  Establish and promote program mes, partnerships and in itiatives to 
support A frica’s efforts to  im plem ent N EPA D  ob jectives on energy, w hich  seek  
to  secure access for at least 35 per cent o f  the A frican population w ithin 20  
years, esp ecia lly  in rural areas;
( ii)  Provide support to im plem ent other in itiatives on energy, including the 
prom otion o f  cleaner and m ore efficien t use o f  natural gas and increased use o f  
renew able energy, and to im prove en eig y  effic ien cy  and access to  advanced  
en eig y  tech n olog ies, including cleaner fo ssil fuel tech n o log ies, particularly in 
rural and peri-urban areas;
(k) A ss ist A frican countries in m obilizing  adequate resources for their 
adaptation needs relating to the adverse effects o f  clim ate change, extrem e weather 
events, sea lev e l rise and clim ate variability, and assist in d evelop in g  national 
clim ate change strategies and m itigation program m es, and continue to  take actions 
to m itigate the adverse effects on  clim ate change in A frica, con sistent with the 
United N ations Fram ework C onvention on C lim ate Change;
(1) Support A frican efforts to  develop  affordable transport system s and 
infrastructure that prom ote sustainable developm ent and con n ectiv ity  in Africa;
(m ) Further to  paragraph 42  above, address the poverty affectin g  mountain  
com m unities in  Africa;
(n) Provide financial and technical support for afforestation  and reforestation  
in A frica and to  build capacity for sustainable forest m anagem ent, including  
com bating deforestation and m easures to im prove the p o licy  and legal fram ework o f  
the forest sector.
63. Provide financial and technical support for A frica’s efforts to  im plem ent the 
C onvention to  Com bat D esertification  at the national level and integrate indigenous
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know ledge system s into land and natural resources m anagem ent practices, as 
appropriate, and im prove extension services to  rural com m unities and promote 
better land and watershed m anagem ent practices, in clud ing through improved  
agricultural practices that address land degradation, in order to  develop  capacity for 
the im plem entation o f  national program mes.
64 . M ob ilize financial and other support to d evelop  and strengthen health system s 
that aim  to:
(a) Prom ote equitable access to  health-care services;
(b) M ake available necessary drugs and techn ology  in a sustainable and 
affordable manner to fight and control com m unicable d iseases, including  
H IV /A ID S, malaria and tuberculosis, and trypanosom iasis, as w ell as non- 
com m unicable d iseases, including those caused by poverty;
(c ) Build capacity o f  m edical and param edical personnel;
(d ) Prom ote indigenous m edical k now led ge , as appropriate, including  
traditional m edicine;
(e )  R esearch and control Ebola d isease.
65 . D eal effec tive ly  w ith natural disasters and con flic ts, including their 
humanitarian and environm ental im pacts, recogn izing that con flic ts in A frica have 
hindered, and in many cases obliterated, both the gains and efforts aim ed at 
sustainable developm ent, w ith the m ost vulnerable m em bers o f  society, particularly 
w om en  and children, being the m ost im pacted v ictim s, through efforts and 
in itiatives, at all levels , to:
(a) Provide financial and technical assistance to  strengthen the capacities o f  
A frican countries, including institutional and hum an capacity, including at the local 
lev e l, for e ffec tiv e  disaster m anagem ent, including observation and early warning  
system s, assessm ents, prevention, preparedness, response and recovery;
(b ) Provide support to African countries to enable them  to better deal with  
the d isplacem ent o f  people as a result o f  natural disasters and con flicts and put in 
p lace rapid response m echanism s;
(c ) Support A frica’s efforts for the prevention and resolution, m anagem ent 
and m itigation o f  conflicts and its early response to  em erging con flict situations to  
avert tragic humanitarian consequences;
(d ) Provide support to refugee h ost countries in  rehabilitating infrastructure 
and environm ent, including ecosystem s and habitats, that w ere dam aged in the 
p rocess o f  receiv in g  and settling refugees.
66 . Prom ote integrated water resources developm ent and op tim ize the upstream  
and downstream  benefits therefrom, the developm ent and e ffec tiv e  m anagem ent o f  
w ater resources across all uses and the protection o f  w ater quality and aquatic 
ecosystem s, including through in itiatives at all lev e ls , to:
(a ) Provide access to potable dom estic water, h yg ien e education and 
im proved sanitation and waste m anagem ent at the household  level through 
in itia tives to  encourage public and private investm ent in water supply and sanitation  
that g iv e  priority to the needs o f  the p oor w ithin  stable and transparent national 
regulatory fram eworks provided by G overnm ents, w h ile  respecting local conditions
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in volvin g all concerned stakeholders and m onitoring the performance and im proving  
the accountability o f  public institutions and private com panies; and d evelop  critical 
water supply, reticulation and treatment infrastructure, and build capacity to  
maintain and m anage system s to deliver water and sanitation services in both rural 
and urban areas; (
(b ) D evelop  and im plem ent integrated river basin and watershed  
m anagem ent strategies and plans for all major water bodies, consistent with  
paragraph 25 above;
(c ) Strengthen regional, subregional and national capacities for data 
collection  and processing and for planning, research, m onitoring, assessm ent and 
enforcem ent, as w ell as arrangements for water resource m anagement;
(d) Protect water resources, including groundwater and wetland ecosystem s, 
against pollution, and, in cases o f  the m ost acute water scarcity, support efforts for 
developing non-conventional water resources, including the energy-efficient, cost- 
effective  and sustainable desalination o f  seawater, rainwater harvesting and 
recycling o f  water.
67. A ch ieve sign ificantly  im proved sustainable agricultural productivity and food  
security in furtherance o f  the agreed M illennium  developm ent goals, including those  
contained in the M illennium  D eclaration, in particular to  h alve by 2015  the 
proportion o f  peop le w ho suffer from  hunger, including through in itiatives at all 
levels to:
(a) Support the developm ent and im plem entation o f  national p o lic ies and 
programm es, including research program m es and developm ent plans o f  African  
countries to  regenerate their agricultural sector and sustainably d evelop  their 
fisheries, and increase investm ent in infrastructure, techn ology  and extension  
services, according to  country needs. A frican countries should be in the process o f  
developing and im plem enting food  security strategies, w ithin  the context o f  national 
poverty eradication program m es, by 2005;
(b ) Prom ote and support efforts and in itiatives to secure equitable access to  
land tenure and clarify  resource rights and responsib ilities, through land and tenure 
reform processes that respect the rule o f  law  and are enshrined in national law, and 
provide access to credit for a ll, esp ecia lly  w om en, and that enable econ om ic and 
social em powerm ent and poverty eradication as w ell as efficien t and eco log ica lly  
sound utilization o f  land and that enable w om en producers to  becom e decision  
makers and ow ners in the sector, including the right to inherit land;
(c ) Im prove market access for good s, including good s originating from  
African countries, in particular least developed  countries, w ithin the fram ework o f  
the D oha M inisterial Declaration, w ithout prejudging the outcom e o f  the World 
Trade Organization negotiations, as w ell as w ithin  the fram ework o f  preferential 
agreements;
(d) Provide support for A frican countries to  im prove regional trade and 
econom ic integration between A frican  countries. Attract and increase investm ent in 
regional market infrastructure;
(e ) Support livestock  d evelopm ent program m es aim ed at progressive and 
effective control o f  animal d iseases.
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68. A ch ieve sound management o f  ch em icals, w ith  particular focus on hazardous 
chem icals and w astes, inter alia, through in itia tives to  assist African countries in 
elaborating national chem ical profiles and regional and national frameworks and 
strategies for chem ical m anagement and estab lish ing chem ical focal points.
6 9 . B ridge the digital d ivide and create digital opportunity in  terms o f  access  
infrastructure and technology transfer and application through integrated in itiatives 
for Africa. Create an enabling environm ent to attract investm ent, accelerate existing  
and new  program m es and projects to connect essen tia l institutions and stim ulate the 
adoption o f  information com m unication tech n olog ies in governm ent and com m erce  
program m es and other aspects o f  national econ om ic and soc ia l life .
70 . Support A frica’s efforts to attain sustainable tourism  that contributes to social, 
econom ic and infrastructure developm ent through the fo llow in g  m easures:
(a) Im plem enting projects at the local, national and subregional levels , with  
sp ec ific  em phasis on marketing African tourism  products, such as adventure 
tourism , ecotourism  and cultural tourism;
(b) Establishing and supporting national and cross-border conservation areas 
to prom ote ecosystem  conservation according to  the ecosystem  approach, and to  
prom ote sustainable tourism;
(c ) R especting local traditions and cultures and prom oting the use o f  
indigenous k now ledge in natural resource m anagem ent and ecotourism ;
(d ) A ssistin g  host com m unities in m anaging their tourism  projects for 
m axim um  benefit, w hile lim iting n egative im pact on  their traditions, culture and 
environm ent;
(e ) Support the conservation o f  A frica’s b io log ica l d iversity, the sustainable 
u se o f  its com ponents and the fair aind equitable sharing o f  the benefits arising out o f  
the u tilization  o f  genetic resources, in accordance w ith  com m itm ents that countries 
h ave under biodiversity-related agreem ents to  w h ich  they are parties, including such  
agreem ents as the Convention on B io log ica l D iversity  and the C onvention on 
International Trade in Endangered S p ecies o f  W ild  Fauna and Flora, as w ell as 
regional b iodiversity  agreements.
71 . Support A frican countries in their efforts to  im plem ent the Habitat A genda and 
the Istanbul Declaration through in itiatives to  strengthen national and local 
institutional capacities in the areas o f  sustainab le urbanization and human 
settlem ents, provide support for adequate shelter and basic services and the 
developm en t o f  efficien t and effective governance system s in c ities and other human 
settlem ents and strengthen, inter alia, the jo in t program m e on m anaging water for 
A frican  c ities  o f  the United N ations Human Settlem ents Programm e and the United  
N ation s Environm ent Programme.
IX. Other regional initiatives
72 . Important in itiatives have been d eveloped  w ithin  other U nited N ations regions 
and regional, subregional and transregional forum s to prom ote sustainable 
d evelopm ent. The international com m unity W elcom es these efforts and the results 
already ach ieved , calls for actions at all lev e ls  for their further developm ent, w hile  
encouraging interregional, intraregional and international cooperation in this
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respect, and expresses its support for their further developm ent and im plem entation  
by the countries o f  the regions.
A. Sustainable development in Latin America and the Caribbean
73. The Initiative o f  Latin A m erica and the Caribbean on Sustainable 
D evelopm ent is an undertaking by the leaders o f  that region that, building on the  
Platform for A ction on the Road to  Johannesburg, 2002 ,36 which was approved in  
R io de Janeiro in O ctober 2001 , recogn izes the importance o f  regional actions  
towards sustainable developm ent and takes into account the region’s singularities, 
shared visions and cultural diversity. It is targeted towards the adoption o f  concrete  
actions in different areas o f  sustainable developm ent, such as biodiversity, water 
resources, vulnerabilities and sustainable c ities, socia l aspects, including health and 
poverty, econom ic aspects, including energy, and institutional arrangements, 
including capacity-building, indicators and participation o f  c iv il society, taking into  
account ethics for sustainable developm ent.
74. The Initiative en visages the developm ent o f  actions am ong countries in the 
region that may foster South-South cooperation and m ay count with the support o f  
groups o f  countries, as w ell as m ultilateral and regional organizations, including  
financial institutions. A s a fram ework for cooperation, the Initiative is open to  
partnerships with governm ents and all m ajor groups.
B . Sustainable developm ent in Asia and the Pacific
75. Bearing in mind the target o f  halving the number o f  peop le w ho liv e  in poverty  
by the year 2015, as provided in the M illennium  Declaration, the Phnom  Penh  
R egional Platform on  Sustainable D evelopm ent for A sia  and the P acific37 
recognized  that the region contains over h a lf  o f  the w orld’s population and the 
largest number o f  the w orld’s peop le liv in g  in poverty. H ence, sustainable  
developm ent in the region is critical to  ach iev ing  sustainable developm ent at the 
global level.
76 . The Regional Platform identified  seven  in itiatives for fo llow -u p  action: 
capacity-building for sustainable developm ent; poverty reduction for sustainable  
developm ent; cleaner production and sustainable energy; land m anagem ent and 
biodiversity conservation; protection and m anagem ent o f  and access to freshwater 
resources; oceans, coastal and m arine resources and sustainable developm ent o f  
sm all island developing States; and action on  atm osphere and clim ate change. 
F ollow -up  actions o f  these in itiatives w ill b e taken through national strategies and 
relevant regional and subregional in itia tives, such as the R egional A ction  
Programm e for Environm entally Sound and Sustainable D evelopm ent and the 
Kitakyushu Initiative for a C lean Environm ent, adopted at the Fourth M inisterial 
C onference on Environm ent and D evelopm ent in A sia  and the P acific organized by 





C . S usta in ab le d evelopm en t in the W est A sia region
77. The W est A sia  region is know n for its scarce water and lim ited fertile land 
resources. The region has made progress to a m ore know ledge-based  production o f  
higher value-added com m odities.
78. The regional preparatory m eeting endorsed the fo llow in g  priorities: poverty  
alleviation , re lie f o f  debt burden; and sustainable m anagem ent o f  natural resources, 
including, inter alia, integrated water resources m anagem ent, im plem entation o f  
programmes to com bat desertification, integrated coastal zon e m anagem ent and land 
and water pollution control.
D . S u sta in ab le  d evelopm en t in the E con om ic C om m ission  fo r  E u rop e region
79. The E conom ic C om m ission for Europe regional m inisterial m eeting for the 
World Sum m it on Sustainable D evelopm ent recogn ized  that the region has a  major 
role to play and responsibilities in g lobal efforts to  achieve sustainable developm ent 
by concrete actions. The region recogn ized  that different lev e ls  o f  econom ic  
developm ent in countries o f  the region m ay require the application o f  different 
approaches and m echanism s to im plem ent A gen da 21. In order to  address the three 
pillars o f  sustainable developm ent in a m utually reinforcing way, the region  
identified  its priority actions for sustainable developm ent for the E conom ic  
C om m ission for Europe region in its M inisterial Statem ent to  the Sum m it.38
80. In furtherance o f  the region’s com m itm ent to sustainable developm ent, there 
are ongoing efforts at the regional, subregional and transregional lev e ls , including, 
inter alia, the Environm ent for Europe process; the fifth E conom ic C om m ission  for 
Europe m inisterial conference, to  be held  in  K iev  in  M ay 2003; the developm ent o f  
an environm ental strategy for the 12 countries o f  Eastern Europe; the C aucasus and 
Central A sia; the Central A sian A gen da 21 ; w ork  o f  the O rganisation for E conom ic  
C ooperation and D evelopm ent on  sustainable developm ent, the European U nion  
sustainable developm ent strategy; and regional and subregional conventions and 
p rocesses relevant to  sustainable developm ent, including, inter alia, the C onvention  
on A ccess  to  Information, Public Participation in  D ecision-M aking and A ccess  to  
Justice in Environm ental Matters (Aarhus C onvention), the A lp in e C onvention , the 
N orth Am erican C om m ission  for Environm ental Cooperation, the International 
Boundary Waters Treaty A ct, the Iqaluit D eclaration o f  the A rctic C oun cil, the 
B altic A genda 21 and the M editerranean A gen da 21.
X. Means of implementation
81. The im plem entation o f  A genda 21 and the achievem ent o f  the internationally  
agreed developm ent goals, including those contained in the M illennium  D eclaration  
as w ell as in the present plan o f  action, require a substantially increased effort, both  
by countries them selves and by the rest o f  the international com m unity, based on  the 
recognition  that each country has primary responsibility  for its ow n developm ent 
and that the role o f  national p o lic ies  and developm ent strategies cannot be 
overem phasized , taking fully  into account th e R io princip les, includ ing, in  
particular, the principle o f  com m on but d ifferentiated responsibilities, w hich  states:
3* ECE/ACC.22/200112, annex I.
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“States shall cooperate in a spirit o f  global partnership to conserve, protect and 
restore the health and integrity o f  the Earth’s ecosystem . In v iew  o f  the 
different contributions to g lob al environm ental degradation, States have  
com m on but differentiated responsibilities. The developed countries 
acknowledge the responsibility tjiat they bear in the international pursuit o f  
sustainable developm ent in v ie w  o f  the pressures their societies p lace on the 
global environm ent and o f  the techn ologies and financial resources they  
com m and.”
The internationally agreed developm ent goals, including those contained in the  
M illennium  Declaration and A genda 2 1 , as w ell as in the present plan o f  action, w ill 
require significant increases in the f lo w  o f  financial resources as elaborated in the 
M onterrey Consensus, including through new  and additional financial resources, in  
particular to developing countries, to  support the im plementation o f  national p o lic ies  
and programmes developed by them , im proved trade opportunities, access to and 
transfer o f  environm entally sound techn ologies on a concessional or preferential 
basis, as mutually agreed, education and aw areness-raising, capacity-build ing and 
information for decision-m aking and sc ien tific  capabilities within the agreed tim e  
frame required to m eet these goals and in itiatives. Progress to this end w ill require 
that the international com m unity im plem ent the outcom es o f  major U nited N ations  
conferences, such as the program m es o f  action adopted at the Third U nited N ations  
C onference on the Least D eveloped  C ountries39 and the Global C onference on the  
Sustainable D evelopm ent o f  Sm all Island D eveloping States, and relevant 
international agreem ents sin ce 1992, particularly those o f  the International 
C onference on Financing for D evelopm ent and the Fourth M inisterial C onference o f  
the World Trade Organization, including building on them as part o f  a process o f  
achieving sustainable developm ent.
82. M obilizing and increasing the effec tive  use o f  financial resources and 
achieving the national and international econ om ic conditions needed to  fu lfil 
internationally agreed developm ent goa ls, including those contained in the 
M illennium  Declaration, to elim inate poverty, im prove social conditions and raise 
liv ing standards and protect our environm ent, w ill be our first step to ensuring that 
the twenty-first century b ecom es the century o f  sustainable developm ent for all.
83. In our com m on pursuit o f  grow th, poverty eradication and sustainable  
developm ent, a critical challenge is to  ensure the necessary internal conditions for  
m obilizing dom estic savin gs, both public and private, sustaining adequate le v e ls  o f  
productive investm ent and increasing hum an capacity. A  crucial task is to  enhance  
the efficacy, coherence and con sisten cy  o f  m acroeconom ic p o licies. A n enabling  
dom estic environm ent is vital for m ob ilizin g  dom estic resources, increasing  
productivity, reducing capital fligh t, encouraging the private sector and attracting  
and m aking effective use o f  international investm ent and assistance. Efforts to  create 
such an environm ent should be supported by th e international com m unity.
84. Facilitate greater flow s o f  foreign  direct investm ent so as to support the  
sustainable developm ent activ ities, including the developm ent o f  infrastructure, o f  
d eveloping countries, and enhance the b enefits that developing countries can draw  




(a) Create the necessary dom estic and international conditions to facilitate  
significant increases in the flow  o f  foreign direct investm ent to  developing  
countries, in particular the least developed  countries, w hich  is critical to  sustainable 
developm ent, particularly foreign direct investm ent flow s for infrastructure 
developm ent and other priority areas in developing countries to supplem ent the 
dom estic resources m obilized  by them;
(b) Encourage foreign direct investm ent in d evelop in g  countries and 
countries with econom ies in transition through export credits that cou ld  be 
instrumental to  sustainable developm ent;
85. R ecogn ize that a substantial increase in offic ia l developm ent assistan ce and 
other resources w ill be required i f  developing countries are to ach ieve the  
internationally agreed developm ent goals and objectives, including those contained  
in the M illennium  Declaration. To build support for o ffic ia l d evelopm ent assistance, 
w e w ill cooperate to  further im prove p olicies and developm ent strategies, both 
nationally and internationally, to enhance aid effectiven ess, w ith  actions to:
(a) M ake availab le the increased com m itm ents in o ffic ia l developm ent 
assistance announced by several developed  countries at the International C onference  
on Financing for D evelopm ent. U rge the developed countries that h ave not done so  
to make concrete efforts towards the target o f  0 .7  per cent o f  gross national product 
as offic ia l developm ent assistance to d eveloping countries and e ffec tive ly  
im plem ent their com m itm ent on such assistance to the least developed  countries as 
contained in paragraph 83 o f  the Programme o f  A ction  for the L east D evelop ed  
Countries for the D ecade 2 0 0 1 -2 0 1 0 ,40 w hich w as adopted in B russels on  20  M ay  
2001. We a lso  encourage develop in g  countries to build on progress ach ieved  in 
ensuring that o ffic ia l developm ent assistance is used effec tiv e ly  to h elp  ach ieve  
developm ent goals and targets in  accordance w ith the outcom e o f  the International 
C onference on Financing for D evelopm ent. We acknow ledge the efforts o f  all 
donors, com m end those donors w h ose contributions exceed , reach or are increasing  
towards the targets, and underline the im portance o f  undertaking to  exam in e the  
m eans and tim e fram es for ach iev ing  the targets and goals;
(b) Encourage recipient and donor countries, as w ell as international 
institutions, to m ake o ffic ia l developm ent assistance m ore effic ien t and e ffec tiv e  for 
poverty eradication, sustained econ om ic growth and sustainable developm ent. In 
this regard, in tensify  efforts by the multilateral and bilateral financial and 
developm ent institutions, in accordance w ith paragraph 43 o f  the M onterrey  
C onsensus, in particular to  harm onize their operational procedures at the h ighest 
standards, so  as to reduce transaction costs and m ake disbursem ent and d elivery  o f  
offic ia l developm ent assistance m ore flex ib le  and m ore responsive to  the needs o f  
developing countries, taking into account national developm ent n eed s and ob jectives  
under the ow nership o f  recipient countries, and to use developm ent fram ew orks that 
are ow ned and driven by d evelop in g  countries and that em body poverty reduction  
strategies, including poverty reduction strategy papers, as v eh ic les  for aid delivery, 
upon request.
86. M ake full and effec tiv e  u se  o f  ex isting  financial m echanism s and institutions, 




(a ) Strengthen ongoing efforts to reform the existing international financial 
architecture to foster a transparent, equitable and in clusive system  that is able to  
provide for the effective participation o f  d eveloping countries in the international 
econom ic decision-m aking processes and institutions, as w ell as for their effective  
and equitable participation in the formulation o f  financial standards and codes;
(b ) Promote, inter alia, m easures in source and destination countries to  
im prove transparency and information about financial flow s to contribute to  stability  
in the international financial environm ent. M easures that m itigate the im pact o f  
ex cess iv e  volatility  o f  short-term capital flow s are important and m ust be 
considered;
(c )  Work to ensure that the funds are m ade available on a tim ely, more 
assured and predictable basis to international organizations and agen cies, where 
appropriate, for their sustainable developm ent activ ities, programmes and projects;
(d) Encourage the private sector, including transnational corporations, 
private foundations and civ il soc iety  institutions, to  provide financial and technical 
assistance to developing countries;
(e ) Support new  and ex isting  public/private sector financing m echanism s for 
d evelop in g  countries and countries with econ om ies in transition, to benefit in 
particular sm all entrepreneurs and sm all, m edium -sized  and com m unity-based  
enterprises and to im prove their infrastructure, w h ile  ensuring the transparency and 
accountability o f  such m echanism s.
87. W elcom e the successfu l and substantial third replenishm ent o f  the Global 
Environm ent Facility, which w ill enable it to  address the funding requirem ents o f  
new  focal areas and existing ones and continue to b e responsive to the needs and 
concerns o f  its recipient countries, in particular d evelop in g  countries, and further 
encourage the Global Environm ent Facility to  leverage additional funds from key  
public and private organizations, im prove the m anagem ent o f  funds through more 
speedy and stream lined procedures and sim p lify  its project cyc le .
88. Explore w ays o f  generating new  public and private innovative sources o f  
finance for developm ent purposes, provided that those sources do not unduly burden 
d eveloping countries, noting the proposal to  use special drawing rights allocations 
for developm ent purposes, as set forth in paragraph 44  o f  the M onterrey C onsensus.
89. R educe unsustainable debt burden through such actions as debt r e lie f  and, as 
appropriate, debt cancellation and other innovative m echanism s geared to  
com prehensively address the debt problem s o f  d evelop in g  countries, in  particular 
the poorest and m ost heavily  indebted ones. Therefore, debt re lie f m easures should, 
where appropriate, b e pursued v igorously  and exped itiously , including w ithin  the 
Paris and London Clubs and other relevant forum s, in order to  contribute to  debt 
sustainability and facilitate sustainable developm ent, w h ile  recogn izing that debtors 
and creditors m ust share responsibility  for preventing and resolving unsustainable 
debt situations, and that external debt re lie f  can p lay a key role in liberating  
resources that can then be directed towards activ ities consistent w ith  attaining 
sustainable growth and developm ent. Therefore, w e  support paragraphs 4 7  to  51 o f  
the M onterrey C onsensus dealing w ith external debt. D ebt re lie f  arrangements 
should seek  to  avoid im posing any unfair burdens on  other developing countries. 
There should be an increase in the use o f  grants for the poorest, debt-vulnerable  
countries. Countries are encouraged to d evelop  national com prehensive strategies to
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m onitor and m anage external liab ilities as a key elem ent in reducing national 
vulnerabilities. In this regard, actions are required to:
(a) Im plem ent speedily, e ffective ly  and fully  the enhanced h eavily  indebted  
poor countries (H IPC) initiative, w hich  should be fully  financed through additional 
resources, taking into consideration, as appropriate, m easures to address any 
fundamental changes in the econom ic çircum stances o f  those d evelop in g  countries 
with unsustainable debt burden caused by natural catastrophes, severe term s-of-trade 
shocks or affected by conflict, taking into account in itiatives w hich have been  
undertaken to reduce outstanding indebtedness;
(b) Encourage participation in the HIPC initiative o f  all creditors that have  
not yet done so;
(c) Bring international debtors and creditors together in  relevant 
international forums to restructure unsustainable debt in a tim ely  and efficien t 
manner, taking into account the need to in volve the private sector in the resolution  
o f  crises due to  indebtedness, where appropriate;
(d) A ck now ledge the problem s o f  the debt sustainability o f  som e non-HIPC  
low -incom e countries, in particular those facing exceptional circum stances;
(e ) Encourage exploring innovative m echanism s to  com prehensively  address 
the debt problem s o f  d evelop in g  countries, including m idd le-in com e countries and 
countries w ith econ om ies in transition. Such m echanism s m ay include debt-for- 
sustainabl e-developm ent swaps;
(f)  Encourage donor countries to take steps to ensure that resources provided  
for debt re lie f  do not detract from  offic ia l developm ent assistance resources 
intended for develop in g  countries.
90. R ecognizing the major role that trade, can play in ach iev ing  sustainable 
developm ent and in eradicating poverty, w e encourage m em bers o f  the W orld Trade 
Organization (W TO ) to pursue the work programme agreed at their Fourth 
M inisterial C onference. In order for d eveloping countries, esp ecia lly  the least 
developed am ong them , to  secure their share in  the growth o f  w orld  trade 
com m ensurate with the needs o f  their econom ic developm ent, w e urge WTO  
m em bers to take the fo llow in g  actions:
(a) Facilitate the accession  o f  all developing countries, particularly the least 
developed countries, as w e ll as countries w ith econom ies in  transition, that apply for 
m em bership in W TO, in accordance w ith  the M onterrey C onsensus;
(b) Support the w ork program m e adopted at the D oha M inisterial C onference  
as an important com m itm ent on the part o f  developed  and d evelop in g  countries to  
mainstream appropriate trade p o lic ies in their respective developm ent p o lic ies  and 
programmes;
(c ) Im plem ent substantia] trade-related technical assistan ce and capacity- 
building m easures and support th e D oh a  D evelopm ent A genda G lobal Trust Fund, 
established after the D oh a  M inisterial C onference, as an important step forward in 
ensuring a sound and predictable basis for W TO -related technical assistance and 
capacity-building;
(d) Im plem ent the N ew  Strategy for Technical C ooperation for C apacity- 
B uild ing, Growth and Integration endorsed in the D oha D eclaration;
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(e) Fully support the implementation o f  the Integrated Framework for Trade- 
Related Technical A ssistance to Least D eveloped  Countries and urge developm ent 
partners to sign ificantly  increase contributions to the Trust Fund for the Framework, 
in accordance with the D oha M inisterial Declaration.
91 . In accordance with the Doha Declaration as w ell as w ith  relevant decisions 
taken at D oha, w e are determined to take concrete action  to  address issues and 
concerns raised by developing countries regarding the im plem entation o f  som e 
WTO agreem ents and decisions, including the d ifficu lties and resource constraints 
faced by them  in fu lfillin g  those agreements.
92. Call upon m em bers o f  the World Trade Organization to  fu lfil the com m itm ents 
made in the D oha M inisterial Declaration, notably in term s o f  market access, in 
particular for products o f  export interest to develop in g  countries, especially  least 
developed countries, by im plem enting the fo llow in g  actions, taking into account 
paragraph 45  o f  the D oha M inisterial Declaration:
(a) R ev iew  all special and differential treatm ent provisions with a v iew  to  
strengthening them  and making them  m ore precise, e ffec tiv e  and operational, in 
accordance w ith paragraph 44  o f  the D oha M inisterial D eclaration;
(b) A im  to reduce or, as appropriate, elim inate tariffs on  non-agricultural 
products, including the reduction or elim ination o f  tariff peaks, h igh tariffs and tariff 
escalation, as w ell as non-tariff barriers, in particular on  products o f  export interest 
to develop in g  countries. Product coverage should be com prehensive and w ithout a 
priori exc lu sion s. T he negotiations shall take fu lly  into account the special needs 
and interests o f  d eveloping and least developed  countries, including through less  
than full reciprocity in  reduction com m itm ents, in  accordance with the D oha  
M inisterial Declaration;
(c) F u lfil, w ithout prejudging the outcom e o f  the negotiations, the 
com m itm ent for com prehensive negotiations initiated under article 20  o f  the 
A greem ent on  Agriculture, as referred to  in the D oha M inisterial Declaration,41 
aim ing at substantial im provem ents in market a ccess, reductions o f  w ith a v iew  to  
phasing out all form s o f  export subsidies, and substantial reductions in trade- 
distorting dom estic support, w hile agreeing that the p rovisions for special and 
differentia] treatm ent for developing countries shall be an integral part o f  all 
elem ents o f  the negotiations and shall be em bodied in the schedules o f  con cession  
and com m itm ents and, as appropriate, in the rules and d iscip lin es to be negotiated, 
so as to  be operationally effective and to enable d evelop in g  countries to effectively  
take account o f  their developm ent needs, including food  security and rural 
developm ent. Take note o f  the non-trade concerns reflected  in the negotiating  
proposals subm itted by members o f  the World Trade O rganization and confirm  that 
non-trade concerns w ill be taken into account in the n egotiations as provided for in 
the A greem ent on A griculture, in accordance with the D oha M inisterial Declaration.
93. Call on  developed  countries that have not already done so  to  w ork towards the 
ob jective o f  duty-free and quota-free access for all least developed  countries’ 
exports, as envisaged  in the Programme o f  A ction  for the Least D eveloped  
Countries for the D ecade 2001 -2010.
41 A/C.2/56/2, annex, paras. 13 and 14.
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9 4 . C om m it to actively pursue the w ork program m e o f  the World Trade 
Organization to address the trade-related issu es and concerns affecting the fuller  
integration o f  sm all, vulnerable econom ies into the m ultilateral trading system  in a  
manner com m ensurate with their special circum stances and in support o f  their 
efforts towards sustainable developm ent, in accordance w ith  paragraph 35 o f  the 
D oha Declaration.
95. B uild  the capacity o f  com m odity-dependent countries to  d iversify exports 
through, inter alia, financial and technical assistance, international assistance for 
econom ic diversification and sustainable resource m anagem ent and address the 
instability o f  com m odity prices and declin ing term s o f  trade, as w ell as strengthen  
the activities covered by the second  account o f  the C om m on Fund for C om m odities  
to support sustainable developm ent.
96 . Enhance the benefits for d evelop in g  countries, as w ell as countries w ith  
econom ies in transition, from trade liberalization, including through public-private 
partnerships, through, inter alia, action at all lev e ls , including through financial 
support for technical assistance, the developm ent o f  techn ology  and capacity- 
building to developing countries to:
(a) Enhance trade infrastructure and strengthen institutions;
(b) Increase developing country capacity to d iversify  and increase exports to  
cop e w ith the instability o f  com m odity prices and declin ing  terms o f  trade;
(c ) Increase the value added o f  develop in g  country exports.
97 . C ontinue to  enhance the m utual supportiveness o f  trade, environm ent and
developm ent with a v iew  to ach ieving sustainable developm ent through actions at
all leve ls to:
(a ) Encourage the WTO C om m ittee on Trade and Environm ent and the W TO  
C om m ittee on Trade and D evelopm ent, w ithin their respective m andates, to  each act 
as a forum to  identify and debate developm ental and environm ental aspects o f  the 
n egotiations, in order to help ach ieve an outcom e w hich  benefits sustainable 
developm ent in accordance with the com m itm ents m ade under the D oha M inisterial 
D eclaration;
(b ) Support the com pletion o f  the w ork program m e o f  the D oha M inisterial 
D eclaration on  subsidies so  as to  prom ote sustainable developm ent and enhance the  
environm ent, and encourage reform  o f  subsidies that h ave considerable negative  
effec ts on  the environm ent and are incom patib le w ith  sustainable developm ent;
(c) Encourage efforts to prom ote cooperation on  trade, environm ent and 
developm ent, including in the field o f  providing technical assistance to develop in g  
countries, betw een  the secretariats o f  W TO, U N C T A D , U NDP, UNEP, and other 
relevant international environm ental and developm ent and regional organizations;
(d) Encourage the voluntary use o f  environm ental im pact assessm ents as an 
im portant national-level tool to better identify  trade, environm ent and developm ent 
interlinkages. Further encourage countries and international organizations with  
exp erience in  th is field  to provide techn ical assistance to developing countries for 
these purposes.
98 . Prom ote mutual supportiveness betw een  the m ultilateral trading system  and 
the m ultilateral environm ental agreem ents, con sistent w ith  sustainable developm ent
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goa ls, in support o f  the work programme agreed through WTO, w hile recognizing  
the im portance o f  maintaining the integrity o f  both sets o f  instruments.
99 . Com plem ent and support the D oha M inisterial Declaration and the M onterrey 
C onsensus by undertaking further action at the national, regional and international 
levels , including through public/private partnerships, to  enhance the benefits, in 
particular for developing countries as w ell as for countries with econom ies in 
transition, o f  trade liberalization, through, inter alia, actions at all levels to:
(a) Establish and strengthen ex isting trade and cooperation agreem ents, 
consistent w ith the multilateral trading system , w ith a v iew  to  achieving sustainable 
developm ent;
(b ) Support voluntary W TO -com patible m arket-based in itiatives for the 
creation and expansion o f  dom estic and international markets for environm entally  
friendly goods and services, including organic products, w hich m axim ize  
environm ental and developm ental benefits through, inter alia, capacity-building and 
technical assistance to developing countries;
(c ) Support measures to sim plify and m ake m ore transparent dom estic 
regulations and procedures that affect trade so  as to  assist exporters, particularly 
those from  developing countries.
100. Address the public health problems affecting m any developing and least 
developed  countries, especially  those resulting from  H IV /A ID S, tuberculosis, 
malaria and other epidem ics, w hile noting the im portance o f  the D oha Declaration  
on the A greem ent on Trade-Related A spects o f  Intellectual Property R ights (TRIPS  
A greem ent) and public health,42 in w hich it w as agreed that the TRIPS Agreem ent 
does not and should not prevent W TO m em bers from  taking m easures to  protect 
public health. A ccordingly, w hile reiterating our com m itm ent to the TRIPS  
Agreem ent, w e reaffirm that the A greem ent can and should  be interpreted and 
im plem ented in a manner supportive o f  W TO m em bers’ right to protect public 
health and, in particular, to promote access to  m ed icines for all.
101. States should cooperate to prom ote a supportive and open international 
econom ic system  that would lead to econom ic grow th and sustainable developm ent 
in all countries to  better address the problem s o f  environm ental degradation. Trade 
p olicy  m easures for environm ental purposes should  not constitute a m eans o f  
arbitrary or unjustifiable discrim ination o f  a  d isgu ised  restriction on international 
trade. Unilateral actions to deal w ith  environm ental challenges outside the 
jurisdiction o f  the im porting country should b e avoided . Environm ental measures 
addressing transboundary or global environm ental problem s should, as far as 
p ossib le, be based on an international consensus.
102. Take steps w ith  a v iew  to the avoidance o f, and refrain from, any unilateral 
m easure not in accordance with international law  and the Charter o f  the United  
N ations that im pedes the full achievem ent o f  econ om ic and social developm ent by 
the population o f  the affected countries, in particular w om en and children, that 
hinders their w ell-b ein g  or that creates ob stac les to  the full enjoym ent o f  their 
human rights, including the right o f  everyone to  a standard o f  liv ing  adequate for 
their health and w ell-b eing  and their right to  food , m edical care and the necessary
42 Ibid,, paras. 17-19.
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social services. Ensure that food and m edicine are not used as tools for political 
pressure.
103. Take further effective  m easures to  rem ove ob stacles to  the realization o f  the 
right o f  p eop les to self-determ ination, in  particular p eop les liv in g  under colonial and 
foreign occupation, w hich continue to  adversely affect their econom ic and social 
developm ent and are incom patible w ith  the d ignity  and worth o f  the hum an person  
and must be com bated and elim inated. P eop le under foreign occupation m ust be 
protected in accordance with the provisions o f  international humanitarian law.
104. In accordance w ith the D eclaration on Principles o f  International Law  
concerning Friendly Relations and C ooperation am ong States in accordance with the 
Charter o f  the U nited N ations,43 this shall n ot b e construed as authorizing or 
encouraging any action w hich w ould dism em ber or impair, totally or in part, the  
territorial integrity or political unity o f  sovereign  and independent States conducting  
them selves in com pliance with the principle o f  equal rights and self-determ ination  
o f  peoples and thus possessed  o f  a G overnm ent representing the w hole people  
belonging to the territory without d istinction o f  any kind.
* * *
105. Prom ote, facilitate and finance, as appropriate, access to and the developm ent, 
transfer and d iffusion o f  environm entally sound techn ologies and corresponding  
know -how , in particular to develop in g  countries and countries with econom ies in 
transition on favourable terms, including on con cession a l and preferential terms, as 
m utually agreed, as set out in chapter 34  o f  A gen d a  21 , including through urgent 
actions at all leve ls to:
(a) Provide information m ore effective ly ;
(b ) Enhance existing national institutional capacity in d eveloping countries 
to im prove access to and the developm ent, transfer and d iffusion  o f  environm entally  
sound techn ologies and corresponding know -how ;
(c ) Facilitate country-driven tech n ology  n eed s assessm ents;
(d ) Establish legal and regulatory fram eworks in both supplier and recipient 
countries that expedite the transfer o f  environm entally  sound techn ologies in a cost-  
effec tive  manner by both public and private sectors and support their 
im plem entation;
(e )  Prom ote the access and transfer o f  tech n ology  related to early warning  
system s and to m itigation program m es to d evelop in g  countries affected by natural 
disasters.
106. Im prove the transfer o f  tech n o log ies to  d evelop in g  countries, in particular at 
the bilateral and regional lev e ls , in clud ing through urgent actions at all leve ls  to:
(a ) Im prove interaction and collaboration, stakeholder relationships and 
netw orks betw een and am ong u n iversities, research institutions, governm ent 
agen cies and the private sector;
43 General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.
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(b) D evelop  and strengthen networking o f  related institutional support 
structures, such as technology and productivity centres, research, training and 
developm ent institutions, and national and regional cleaner production centres;
(c ) Create partnerships conducive to investm ent and technology transfer, 
developm ent and d iffusion, to assist d eveloping countries, as w ell as countries with  
econom ies in  transition, in  sharing best practices and prom oting program mes o f  
assistance, and encourage collaboration betw een corporations and research institutes 
to enhance industrial efficien cy , agricultural productivity, environm ental 
management and com petitiveness;
(d) Provide assistance to  developing countries, as w ell as countries w ith  
econom ies in transition, in accessing  environm entally sound techn ologies that are 
publicly ow ned or in the public dom ain, as w ell as available know ledge in the public  
domain on scien ce and technology, and in accessing  the know -how  and expertise  
required in order for them  to m ake independent use o f  this know ledge in pursuing  
their developm ent goals;
(e ) Support ex isting  m echanism s and, where appropriate, establish  new  
m echanism s for the developm ent, transfer and diffusion o f  environm entally sound  
technologies to  d eveloping countries and econom ies in transition.
* * *
107. A ssist developing countries in building capacity to access a larger share o f  
multilateral and global research and developm ent program m es. In this regard, 
strengthen and, where appropriate, create centres for sustainable developm ent in 
developing countries.
108. Build greater capacity in sc ien ce and techn ology  for sustainable developm ent, 
with action to  im prove collaboration and partnerships on research and developm ent 
and their widespread application am ong research institutions, universities, the 
private sector, governm ents, non-governm ental organizations and networks, as w ell 
as betw een and am ong scientists and academ ics o f  developing and d eveloped  
countries, and in this regard encourage networking w ith  and betw een  centres o f  
scientific excellen ce in  develop in g  countries.
109. Im prove p olicy  and decision-m aking at a ll lev e ls  through, inter alia, im proved  
collaboration betw een natural and socia l sc ien tists, and betw een scien tists and 
p olicy  m akers, including through u igen t actions at all leve ls  to:
(a) Increase the use o f  sc ien tific  k now ledge and techn ology  and increase the  
beneficial use o f  local and indigenous k now ledge in a manner respectful o f  the  
holders o f  that know ledge and con sistent w ith national law;
(b) M ake greater use o f  integrated sc ien tific  assessm ents, risk assessm en ts  
and interdisciplinary and intersectoral approaches;
(c) Continue to  support and collaborate w ith  international sc ien tific  
assessm ents supporting decision-m aking, including the Inteigovem m ental Panel on  
Clim ate Change, w ith the broad participation o f  developing country experts;




(e) Establish partnerships betw een sc ien tific , public and private institutions, 
including by integrating the advice o f  sc ien tists into decision-m aking bodies to 
ensure a greater role for sc ien ce, techn ology  developm ent and engineering sectors;
(f)  Promote and im prove scien ce-b ased  decision-m aking and reaffirm the 
precautionary approach as set out in principle 15 o f  the R io  D eclaration on  
Environm ent and D evelopm ent, w hich spates:
“In order to protect the environm ent, the precautionary approach shall be 
w id ely  applied by States according to their capabilities. W here there are threats 
o f  serious or irreversible dam age, lack o f  full sc ien tific  certainty shall not be 
used as a reason for postponing cost-effective  m easures to  prevent 
environmental degradation.”
110. A ssist developing countries, through international cooperation, in enhancing  
their capacity in their efforts to address issues pertaining to environm ental 
protection, including in their form ulation and im plem entation o f  p o lic ies  for 
environm ental m anagem ent and protection, including through urgent actions at all 
levels to:
(a) Im prove their use o f  sc ien ce and techn ology  for environm ental 
m onitoring, assessm ent m odels, accurate databases and integrated inform ation  
system s;
(b) Prom ote and, where appropriate, im prove their use o f  satellite  
technologies for quality data co llection , verification  and updating, and further 
im prove aerial and ground-based observations, in support o f  their efforts to  co llec t  
quality, accurate, long-term , consistent and reliable data;
(c ) Set up and, where appropriate, further develop  national statistical 
services capable o f  providing sound data on  sc ien ce education and research and 
developm ent activities that are necessary for e ffec tive  sc ien ce and technology  
policy-m aking.
111. Establish regular channels b etw een  p o licy  m akers and the sc ien tific  
com m unity to request and receive sc ien ce and techn ology  advice for the 
im plem entation o f  A genda 21 and create and strengthen networks for sc ien ce  and 
education for sustainable developm ent, at all levels , w ith  the aim o f  sharing 
know ledge, experience and best practices and building sc ien tific  capacities, 
particularly in developing countries.
112. U se inform ation and com m unication tech n olog ies, where appropriate, as tools  
to increase the frequency o f  com m unication  and the sharing o f  experience and 
know ledge and to im prove the quality o f  and a ccess to inform ation and 
com m unications techn ology  in all countries, building on the work facilitated by the 
U nited N ations Information and C om m unications T echnology Task Force and the 
efforts o f  other relevant international and regional forum s.
113. Support publicly funded research and developm ent entities to en gage in 
strategic a lliances for the purpose o f  enhancing research and developm ent to ach ieve  
cleaner production and product tech n o log ies, through, inter alia, the m obilization  
from all sources o f  adequate financial and technical resources, including n ew  and 
additional resources, and encourage the transfer and d iffusion  o f  those techn ologies, 
in particular to develop in g  countries.
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114. Exam ine issues o f  global public interest through open, transparent and  
inclusive workshops to promote a better public understanding o f  such questions.
115. Further resolve to  take concerted action against international terrorism, w hich  
causes serious obstacles to sustainable developm ent.
* * *
116. Education is critical for prom oting sustainable developm ent. It is therefore 
essential to m obilize necessary resources, including financial resources at all lev e ls , 
by bilateral and multilateral donors, including the World Bank and the regional 
developm ent banks, by civil soc iety  and by foundations, to  com plem ent the efforts 
by national governm ents to pursue the fo llow in g  goals and actions:
(a) M eet the M illennium  developm ent goal o f  achieving universal primary 
education, ensuring that, by 2015 , children everywhere, b oys and girls alike, w ill be 
able to com plete a full course o f  primary schooling;
(b) Provide all children, particularly those living in rural areas and those  
living in poverty, especia lly  girls, w ith the access and opportunity to  com plete a full 
course o f  primary education.
117. Provide financial assistance and support to education, research, public 
awareness programmes and developm ental institutions in developing countries and 
countries with econom ies in  transition in  order to:
(a) Sustain their educational infrastructures and program m es, including those  
related to environm ent and public health education;
(b) Consider m eans o f  avoid in g  the frequent, serious financial constraints 
faced by many institutions o f  h igher learning, including universities around the  
world, particularly in developing countries and countries in transition.
118. Address the im pact o f  H IV /A ID S on the educational system  in those countries  
seriously affected by the pandem ic.
119. A llocate national and international resources for basic education as proposed  
by the Dakar Framework for A ction  on Education for A ll and for im proved  
integration o f  sustainable d evelopm ent into education and in bilateral and  
multilateral developm ent program m es, and im prove integration betw een publicly  
funded research and developm ent and developm ent program m es.
120. Elim inate gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 200 5 , as 
provided in the Dakar Fram ework for A ction  on Education for A ll, and at all le v e ls  
o f  education no later than 201 5 , to  m eet the developm ent goals contained in the  
M illennium  Declaration, w ith  action  to  ensure, inter alia, equal access to all leve ls  
and forms o f  education, training and capacity-build ing by gender m ainstream ing, 
and by creating a gen d er-sensitive educational system .
121. Integrate sustainable d evelopm en t into education system s at all lev e ls  o f  
education in order to prom ote education as a key agent for change.
122. D evelop , im plem ent, m onitor and review  education action plans and 
programmes at the national, subnational and local levels , as appropriate, that reflect 
the Dakar Framework for A ction  on  Education for A ll and that are relevant to local 
conditions and needs leading to  the achievem ent o f  com m unity developm ent and  
m ake education for sustainable developm en t a part o f  those plans.
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123. Provide all community members with a wide range o f  formal and non-formal 
continuing educational opportunities, including volunteer community service 
programmes, in order to end illiteracy and emphasize the importance o f  lifelong 
learning and promote sustainable development.
124. Support the use o f education to promote sustainable development, including 
through urgent actions at all levels to:
(a) Integrate information and communications technology in school 
curriculum development to ensure its access by both rural and urban communities 
and provide assistance, particularly to developing countries, inter alia, for the 
establishment o f  an appropriate enabling environment required for such technology;
(b) Promote, as appropriate, affordable and increased access to programmes 
for students, researchers and engineers from developing countries in the universities 
and research institutions o f  developed countries in order to promote the exchange o f  
experience and capacity that will benefit all partners;
(c) Continue to implement the work programme o f  the Commission on 
Sustainable Development on education for sustainable development;
(d) Recommend to the United Nations General Assembly that it consider 
adopting a decade o f  education for sustainable development, starting in 2003.
*  *  *
125. Enhance and accelerate human, institutional and infrastructure capacity- 
building initiatives and promote partnerships in that regard that respond to the 
specific needs o f  developing countries in the context o f  sustainable development.
126. Support local, national, subregional and regional initiatives with action to 
develop, use and adapt knowledge and techniques and to enhance local, national, 
subregional and regional centres o f  excellence for education, research and training 
in order to strengthen the knowledge capacity o f developing countries and countries 
with economies in transition through, inter alia, the mobilization from all sources o f  
adequate financial and other resources, including new and additional resources.
127. Provide technical and financial assistance to developing countries, including 
through the strengthening o f  capacity-building efforts, such as the United Nations 
Development Programme Capacity 21 programme, to:
(a) Assess their own capacity development needs and opportunities at the 
individual, institutional and societal levels;
(b) Design programmes for capacity-building and support for local, national 
and community-level programmes that focus on meeting the challenges o f  
globalization more effectively and attaining the internationally agreed development 
goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration;
(c) Develop the capacity o f  civil society, including youth, to participate, as 
appropriate, in designing, implementing and reviewing sustainable development 
policies and strategies at all levels;
(d) Build and, where appropriate, strengthen national capacities for carrying 
out effective implementation o f  Agenda 21.
*  *  *
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128. Ensure access, at the national level, to environmental information and judicial 
and administrative proceedings in environmental matters, as well as public 
participation in decision-making, so as to further principle 10 o f the Rio Declaration 
on Environment and Development, taking into full account principles 5, 7 and 11 o f  
the Declaration.
129. Strengthen national and regional information and statistical and analytical 
services relevant to sustainable development policies and programmes, including 
data disaggregated by sex, age and other factors, and encourage donors to provide 
financial and technical support to developing countries to enhance their capacity to 
formulate policies and implement programmes for sustainable development.
130. Encourage further work on indicators for sustainable development by countries 
at the national level, including integration o f gender aspects, on a voluntary basis, in 
line with national conditions and priorities.
131. Promote further work on indicators, in conformity with paragraph 3 o f decision 
9/4 o f the Commission on Sustainable Development.44
132. Promote the development and wider use o f  earth observation technologies, 
including satellite remote sensing, global mapping and geographic information 
systems, to collect quality data on environmental impacts, land use and land-use 
changes, including through urgent actions at all levels to:
(a) Strengthen cooperation and coordination among global observing 
systems and research programmes for integrated global observations, taking into 
account the need for building capacity and sharing o f data from ground-based 
observations, satellite remote sensing and other sources among all countries;
(b) Develop information systems that make the sharing o f  valuable data 
possible, including the active exchange o f  Earth observation data;
(c) Encourage initiatives and partnerships for global mapping.
133. Support countries, particularly developing countries, in their national efforts 
to:
(a) Collect data that are accurate, long-term, consistent and reliable;
(b) Use satellite and remote-sensing technologies for data collection and 
further improvement o f  ground-based observations;
(c) Access, explore and use geographic information by utilizing the 
technologies o f satellite remote sensing, satellite global positioning, mapping and 
geographic information systems.
134. Support efforts to prevent and mitigate the impacts o f natural disasters, 
including through urgent actions at all levels to:
(a) Provide affordable access to disaster-related information for early 
warning purposes;
(b) Translate available data, particularly from global meteorological 
observation systems, into timely and useful products.
135. Develop and promote the wider application o f  environmental impact 
assessments, inter alia, as a national instrument, as appropriate, to provide essential




décision-support information on projects that could cause significant adverse effects 
to the environment.
136. Promote and further develop methodologies at policy, strategy and project 
levels for sustainable development decision-making at the local and national levels, 
and where relevant at the regional level. In this regard, emphasize that the choice o f  
the appropriate methodology to be used in countries should be adequate to their 
country-specific conditions and circumstances, should be on a voluntary basis and 
should conform to their development priority needs.
XI. Institutional framework for sustainable development
137. An effective institutional framework for sustainable development at all levels 
is key to the full implementation o f Agenda 21, the follow-up to the outcomes o f  the 
World Summit on Sustainable Development and meeting emerging sustainable 
development challenges. Measures aimed at strengthening such a framework should 
build on the provisions o f Agenda 21, as well as the Programme for the Further 
Implementation o f Agenda 21 o f  1997, and the principles o f  the Rio Declaration on 
Environment and Development and should promote the achievement o f  the 
internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the 
Millennium Declaration, taking into account the Monterrey Consensus and relevant 
outcomes o f  other major United Nations conferences and international agreements 
since 1992. It should be responsive to the needs o f  all countries, taking into account 
the specific needs o f  developing countries including the means o f  implementation. It 
should lead to the strengthening o f international bodies and organizations dealing 
with sustainable development, while respecting their existing mandates, as well as to 
the strengthening o f  relevant regional, national and local institutions.
138. Good governance is essential for sustainable development. Sound economic 
policies, solid democratic institutions responsive to the needs o f  the people and 
improved infrastructure are the basis for sustained economic growth, poverty 
eradication, and employment creation. Freedom, peace and security, domestic 
stability, respect for human rights, including the right to development, and the rule 
o f law, gender equality, market-oriented policies, and an overall commitment to just 
and democratic societies are also essential and mutually reinforcing.
A. Objectives
139. Measures to strengthen institutional arrangements on sustainable development, 
at all levels, should be taken within the framework o f  Agenda 2 1,45 build on 
developments since the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development and lead to the achievement of, inter alia, the following objectives:
(a) Strengthening commitments to sustainable development;
(b) Integration o f  the economic, social and environmental dimensions o f  
sustainable development in a balanced manner;
45 References in the present chapter to Agenda 21 are deemed to include Agenda 21, the 
Programme for the Further Implementation o f Agenda 21 and the outcomes o f  the Summit.
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(c) Strengthening o f the implementation o f Agenda 21, including through the 
mobilization o f  financial and technological resources, as well as capacity-building 
programmes, particularly for developing countries;
(d) Strengthening coherence, coordination and monitoring;
(e) Promoting the rule o f law and strengthening o f  governmental institutions;
(f) Increasing effectiveness and efficiency through limiting overlap and 
duplication o f  activities o f international organizations, within and outside the United 
Nations system, based on their mandates and comparative advantages;
(g) Enhancing participation and effective involvement o f civil society and 
other relevant stakeholders in the implementation o f Agenda 21, as well as 
promoting transparency and broad public participation;
(h) Strengthening capacities for sustainable development at all levels, 
including the local level, in particular those o f  developing countries;
(i) Strengthening international cooperation aimed at reinforcing the 
implementation o f Agenda 21 and the outcomes o f  the Summit.
B. Strengthening the institutional framework for sustainable development at the 
international level
140. The international community should:
(a) Enhance the integration o f  sustainable development goals as reflected in 
Agenda 21 and support for implementation o f  Agenda 21 and the outcomes o f the 
Summit into the policies, work programmes and operational guidelines o f  relevant 
United Nations agencies, programmes and funds, the Global Environment Facility 
and international financial and trade institutions, within their mandates, while 
stressing that their activities should take full account o f  national programmes and 
priorities, particularly those o f  developing countries, as well as, where appropriate, 
countries with economies in transition, to achieve sustainable development;
(b) Strengthen collaboration within and between the United Nations system, 
international financial institutions, the Global Environment Facility and the World 
Trade Organization, utilizing the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for 
Coordination, the United Nations Development Group, the Environment 
Management Group and other inter-agency coordinating bodies. Strengthened inter­
agency collaboration should be pursued in all relevant contexts, with special 
emphasis on the operational level and involving partnership arrangements on 
specific issues, to support, in particular, the efforts o f  developing countries in 
implementing Agenda 21;
(c) Strengthen and better integrate the three dimensions o f  sustainable 
development policies and programmes and promote the full integration o f  
sustainable development objectives into programmes and policies o f  bodies that 
have a primary focus on social issues. In particular, the social dimension o f  
sustainable development should be strengthened, inter alia, by emphasizing follow- 
up to the outcomes o f  the World Summit for Social Development and its five-year 




(d) Fully implement the outcomes o f  the decision on international 
environmental governance adopted by the Governing Council o f  the United Nations 
Environment Programme at its seventh special session46 and invite the General 
Assembly at its fifty-seventh session to consider the important but complex issue o f  
establishing universal membership for the Governing Council/Global Ministerial 
Environment Forum;
(e) Engage actively and constructively in ensuring the timely completion o f  
the negotiations on a comprehensive United Nations convention against corruption, 
including the question o f repatriation o f funds illicitly acquired to countries o f  
origin;
(f) Promote corporate responsibility and accountability and the exchange o f  
best practices in the context o f  sustainable development, including, as appropriate, 
through multi-stakeholder dialogue, such as through the Commission on Sustainable 
Development, and other initiatives;
(g) Take concrete action to implement the Monterrey Consensus at all levels.
141. Good governance at the international level is fundamental for achieving 
sustainable development. In order to ensure a dynamic and enabling international 
economic environment, it is important to promote global economic governance 
through addressing the international finance, trade, technology and investment 
patterns that have an impact on the development prospects o f  developing countries. 
To this effect, the international community should take all necessary and appropriate 
measures, including ensuring support for structural and macroeconomic reform, a 
comprehensive solution to the external debt problem and increasing market access 
for developing countries. Efforts to reform the international financial architecture 
need to be sustained with greater transparency and the effective participation o f  
developing countries in decision-making processes. A universal, rules-based, open, 
non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system, as well as meaningful 
trade liberalization, can substantially stimulate development worldwide, benefiting 
countries at all stages o f development.
142. A vibrant and effective United Nations system is fundamental to the promotion 
o f international cooperation for sustainable development and to a global economic 
system that works for all. To this effect, a firm commitment to the ideals o f  the 
United Nations, the principles o f  international law and those enshrined in the 
Charter o f  the United Nations, as well as to strengthening the United Nations system 
and other multilateral institutions and promoting the improvement o f  their 
operations, is essential. States should also fulfil their commitment to negotiate and 
finalize as soon as possible a United Nations convention against corruption in all its 
aspects, including the question o f repatriation o f  funds illicitly acquired to countries 
o f origin and also to promoting stronger cooperation to eliminate money laundering.
C. R ole o f  the General Assem bly
143. The General Assembly o f  the United Nations should adopt sustainable 
development as a key element o f  the overarching framework for United Nations 
activities, particularly for achieving the internationally agreed development goals,
46 UNEP/GCSS.VII/6, annex I.
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including those contained in the Millennium Declaration, and should give overall 
political direction to the implementation o f Agenda 21 and its review.
D. Role o f the Economic and Social Council
144. Pursuant to the relevant provisions o f  the Charter o f  the United Nations, the 
provisions o f  Agenda 21 regarding the Economic and Social Council and General 
Assembly resolutions 48/162 and 50/227, which reaffirmed the Council as the 
central mechanism for the coordination o f  the United Nations system and its 
specialized agencies and supervision o f subsidiary bodies, in particular its functional 
commissions, and to promote the implementation o f  Agenda 21 by strengthening 
system-wide coordination, the Council should:
(a) Increase its role in overseeing system-wide coordination and the balanced 
integration o f  economic, social and environmental aspects o f  United Nations 
policies and programmes aimed at promoting sustainable development;
(b) Organize periodic consideration o f  sustainable development themes in 
regard to the implementation o f Agenda 21, including the means o f  implementation. 
Recommendations in regard to such themes could be made by the Commission on 
Sustainable Development;
(c) Make full use o f  its high-level, coordination, operational activities and 
the general segments to effectively take into account all relevant aspects o f  the work 
o f the United Nations on sustainable development. In this context, the Council 
should encourage the active participation o f  major groups in its high-level segment 
and the work o f its relevant functional commissions, in accordance with the 
respective rules o f  procedure;
(d) Promote greater coordination, complementarity, effectiveness and 
efficiency o f activities o f its functional commissions and other subsidiary bodies 
that are relevant to the implementation o f  Agenda 21 ;
(e) Terminate the work o f the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
for Development and transfer its work to the Commission on Sustainable 
Development;
(f) Ensure that there is a close link between the role o f the Council in the 
follow-up to the Summit and its role in the follow-up to the Monterrey Consensus, 
in a sustained and coordinated manner. To that end, the Council should explore ways 
to develop arrangements relating to its meetings with the Bretton Woods institutions 
and the World Trade Organization, as set out in the Monterrey Consensus;
(g) Intensify its efforts to ensure that gender mainstreaming is an integral 
part o f  its activities concerning the coordinated implementation o f  Agenda 21.
E. Role and function o f the Commission on Sustainable Development
145. The Commission on Sustainable Development should continue to be the high- 
level commission on sustainable development within the United Nations system and 
serve as a forum for consideration o f issues related to integration o f the three 
dimensions o f  sustainable development. Although the role, functions and mandate o f  
the Commission as set out in relevant parts o f  Agenda 21 and adopted in General 
Assembly resolution 47/191 continue to be relevant, the Commission needs to be 
strengthened, taking into account the role o f  relevant institutions and organizations.
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An enhanced role o f  the Commission should include reviewing and monitoring 
progress in the implementation o f  Agenda 21 and fostering coherence o f  
implementation, initiatives and partnerships.
146. Within that context, the Commission should place more emphasis on actions 
that enable implementation at all levels, including promoting and facilitating 
partnerships involving Governments, international organizations and relevant 
stakeholders for the implementation o f  Agenda 21.
147. The Commission should:
(a) Review and evaluate progress and promote further implementation o f  
Agenda 21;
(b) Focus on the cross-sectoral aspects o f  specific sectoral issues and provide
a forum for better integration o f  policies, including through interaction among
Ministers dealing with the various dimensions and sectors o f  sustainable 
development through the high-level segments;
(c) Address new challenges and opportunities related to the implementation 
o f Agenda 21;
(d) Focus on actions related to implementation o f  Agenda 21, limiting 
negotiations in the sessions o f  the Commission to every two years;
(e) Limit the number o f themes addressed in each session.
148. In relation to its role in facilitating implementation, the Commission should
emphasize the following:
(a) Review progress and promote the further implementation o f  Agenda 21. 
In this context, the Commission should identify constraints on implementation and 
make recommendations to overcome those constraints;
(b) Serve as a focal point for the discussion o f  partnerships that promote 
sustainable development, including sharing lessons learned, progress made and best 
practices;
(c) Review issues related to financial assistance and transfer o f  technology 
for sustainable development, as well as capacity-building, while making full use o f  
existing information. In this regard, the Commission on Sustainable Development 
could give consideration to more effective use o f  national reports and regional 
experience and to this end make appropriate recommendations;
(d) Provide a forum for analysis and exchange o f  experience on measures 
that assist sustainable development planning, decision-making and the 
implementation o f sustainable development strategies. In this regard, the 
Commission could give consideration to more effective use o f national and regional 
reports;
(e) Take into account significant legal developments in the field o f  
sustainable development, with due regard to the role o f  relevant intergovernmental 
bodies in promoting the implementation o f  Agenda 21 relating to international legal 
instruments and mechanisms.
149. With regard to the practical modalities and programme o f work o f  the 
Commission, specific decisions on those issues should be taken by the Commission
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at its next session, when the Commission’s thematic work programme will be 
elaborated. In particular, the following issues should be considered:
(a) Giving a balanced consideration to implementation o f  all o f  the mandates 
o f the Commission contained in General Assembly resolution 47/191;
(b) Continuing to provide for more direct and substantive involvement o f  
international organizations and major groups in the work o f  the Commission;
(c) Give greater consideration to the scientific contributions to sustainable 
development through, for example, drawing on the scientific community and 
encouraging national, regional and international scientific networks to be involved 
in the Commission;
(d) Furthering the contribution o f educators to sustainable development, 
including, where appropriate, in the activities o f  the Commission;
(e) The scheduling and duration o f  intersessional meetings.
150. Undertake further measures to promote best practices and lessons learned in 
sustainable development, and in addition promote the use o f contemporary methods 
o f data collection and dissemination, including broader use o f  information 
technologies.
F. Role o f  international institutions
151. Stress the need for international institutions both within and outside the United 
Nations system, including international financial institutions, the World Trade 
Organization and thé Global Environment Facility, to enhance, within their 
mandates, their cooperative efforts to:
(a) Promote effective and collective support to the implementation o f  
Agenda 21 at all levels;
(b) Enhance the effectiveness and coordination o f international institutions to 
implement Agenda 21, the outcomes o f the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development, relevant sustainable development aspects o f  the Millennium 
Declaration, the Monterrey Consensus and the outcome o f  the Fourth Ministerial 
Meeting o f  the World Trade Organization, held in Doha in November 2001.
152. Request the Secretary-General o f  the United Nations, utilizing the United 
Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination, including through 
informal collaborative efforts, to further promote system-wide inter-agency 
cooperation and coordination on sustainable development, to take appropriate 
measures to facilitate exchange o f  information, and to continue to keep the 
Economic and Social Council and the Commission informed o f  actions being taken 
to implement Agenda 21.
153. Significantly strengthen support for the capacity-building programmes o f  the 
United Nations Development Programme for sustainable development, building on 
the experience gained from the Capacity 21 programme, as important mechanisms 




154. Strengthen cooperation between the United Nations Environment Programme 
and other United Nations bodies and specialized agencies, the Bretton Woods 
institutions and the World Trade Organization, within their mandates.
155. The United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements, the United Nations Development Programme and the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, within their mandates, should 
strengthen their contribution to sustainable development programmes and the 
implementation o f Agenda 21 at all levels, particularly in the area o f promoting 
capacity-building.
156. To promote effective implementation o f Agenda 21 at the international level, 
the following should also be undertaken:
(a) Streamline the international sustainable development meeting calendar 
and, as appropriate, reduce the number o f  meetings, the length o f  meetings and the 
amount o f time spent on negotiated outcomes in favour o f  more time spent on 
practical matters related to implementation;
(b) Encourage partnership initiatives for implementation by all relevant 
actors to support the outcome o f  the World Summit on Sustainable Development. In 
this context, further development o f partnerships and partnership follow-up should 
take note o f  the preparatory work for the Summit;
(c) Make full use o f  developments in the field o f  information and 
communication technologies.
157. Strengthening o f  the international institutional framework for sustainable 
development is an evolutionary process. It is necessary to keep relevant 
arrangements under review; identify gaps; eliminate duplication o f  functions; and 
continue to strive for greater integration, efficiency and coordination o f  the 
economic, social and environmental dimensions o f  sustainable development aiming 
at the implementation o f  Agenda 21.
G. Strengthening institutional arrangements for sustainable development at the 
regional level
158. Implementation o f Agenda 21 and the outcomes o f the Summit should be 
effectively pursued at the regional and subregional levels, through the regional 
commissions and other regional and subregional institutions and bodies.
159. Intraregional coordination and cooperation on sustainable development should 
be improved among the regional commissions, United Nations Funds, -programmes 
and agencies, regional development banks and other regional and subregional 
institutions and bodies. This should include, as appropriate, support for 
development, enhancement and implementation o f agreed regional sustainable 
development strategies and action plans, reflecting national and regional priorities.
160. In particular, taking into account relevant provisions o f Agenda 21, the 
regional commissions, in collaboration with other regional and subregional bodies, 
should:
(a) Promote the integration o f  the three dimensions o f  sustainable 
development into their work in a balanced way, including through implementation o f
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Agenda 21. To this end, the regional commissions should enhance their capacity 
through internal action and be provided, as appropriate, with external support;
(b) Facilitate and promote a balanced integration o f the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions o f sustainable development into the work o f regional, 
subregional and other bodies, for example by facilitating and strengthening the 
exchange o f experiences, including national experience, best practices, case studies 
and partnership experience related to the implementation o f  Agenda 21;
(c) Assist in the mobilization o f technical and financial assistance, and 
facilitate the provision o f  adequate financing for the implementation o f  regionally 
and subregionally agreed sustainable development programmes and projects, 
including addressing the objective o f  poverty eradication;
(d) Continue to promote multi-stakeholder participation and encourage 
partnerships to support the implementation o f  Agenda 21 at the regional and 
subregional levels.
161. Regionally and subregionally agreed sustainable development initiatives and 
programmes, such as the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and 
the interregional aspects o f  the globally agreed Programme o f  Action for the 
Sustainable Development o f Small Island Developing States, should be supported.
H. Strengthening institutional frameworks for sustainable development at the 
national level
162. States should:
(a) Continue to promote coherent and coordinated approaches to institutional 
frameworks for sustainable development at all national levels, including through, as 
appropriate, the establishment or strengthening o f  existing authorities and 
mechanisms necessary for policy-making, coordination and implementation and 
enforcement o f  laws;
(b) Take immediate steps to make progress in the formulation and 
elaboration o f  national strategies for sustainable development and begin their 
implementation by 2005. To this end, as appropriate, strategies should be supported 
through international cooperation, taking into account the special needs o f  
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries. Such strategies, 
which, where applicable, could be formulated as poverty reduction strategies that 
integrate economic, social and environmental aspects o f  sustainable development, 
should be pursued in accordance with each country’s national priorities.
163. Each country has the primary responsibility for its own sustainable 
development, and the role o f  national policies and development strategies cannot be 
overemphasized. All countries should promote sustainable development at the 
national level by, inter alia, enacting and enforcing clear and effective laws that 
support sustainable development. All countries should strengthen governmental 
institutions, including by providing necessary infrastructure and by promoting 
transparency, accountability and fair administrative and judicial institutions.
164. All countries should also promote public participation, including through 
measures that provide access to information regarding legislation, regulations, 
activities, policies and programmes. They should also foster full public participation
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in sustainable development policy formulation and implementation. Women should 
be able to participate fully and equally in policy formulation and decision-making.
165. Further promote the establishment or enhancement o f  sustainable development 
councils and/or coordination structures at the national level, including at the local 
level, in order to provide a high-level focus on sustainable development policies. In 
that context, multi-stakeholder participation should be promoted.
166. Support efforts by all countries, particularly developing countries, as well as 
countries with economies in transition, to enhance national institutional 
arrangements for sustainable development, including at the local level. That could 
include promoting cross-sectoral approaches in the formulation o f strategies and 
plans for sustainable development, such as, where applicable, poverty reduction 
strategies, aid coordination, encouraging participatory approaches and enhancing 
policy analysis, management capacity and implementation capacity, including 
mainstreaming a gender perspective in all those activities.
167. Enhance the role and capacity o f  local authorities as well as stakeholders in 
implementing Agenda 21 and the outcomes o f  the Summit and in strengthening the 
continuing support for local Agenda 21 programmes and associated initiatives and 
partnerships and encourage, in particular, partnerships among and between local 
authorities and other levels o f government and stakeholders to advance sustainable 
development as called for in, inter alia, the Habitat Agenda.47
I. Participation o f major groups
168. Enhance partnerships between governmental and non-governmental actors, 
including all major groups, as well as volunteer groups, on programmes and 
activities for the achievement o f sustainable development at all levels.
169. Acknowledge the consideration being given to the possible relationship 
between environment and human rights, including the right to development, with 
full and transparent participation o f  Member States o f  the United Nations and 
observer States.
170. Promote and support youth participation in programmes and activities relating 
to sustainable development through, for example, supporting local youth councils or 
their equivalent, and-by encouraging their establishment where they do not exist.
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Resolution 3* 
Expression of thanks to the people and Government of 
South Africa
The World Summit on Sustainable Development,
Having met in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 26 August to 4 September 
2002, at the invitation o f  the Government o f  South Africa,
1. Expresses its deep appreciation to His Excellency Thabo Mbeki, 
President o f South Africa, for his outstanding contribution, as President o f  the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development, to the successful outcome o f the Summit;
2. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Government o f  South Africa for 
having made it possible for the Summit to be held in South Africa and for the 
excellent facilities, staff and services so graciously placed at its disposal;
3. Requests the Government o f  South Africa to convey to the city o f  
Johannesbuig and to the people o f  South Africa the gratitude o f  the Summit for the 
hospitality and warm welcome extended to the participants.
Resolution 4** 
Credentials of representatives to the World Summit on 
Sustainable Development
The World Summit on Sustainable Development,
Having considered the report o f  the Credentials Committee1 and the 
recommendation contained therein,
Approves the report o f  the Credentials Committee.
* Adopted at the 17th plenary meeting, on 4 September 2002, for the discussion see chap. XII.
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Items for Action Extrapolated from the World Summit on Sustainable Development Plan of 
Implementation that might be of Greatest Relevance to Caribbean SIDS
General
Reviewing the Plan of Implementation from a Caribbean perspective, a number o f  
elements may be identified which might be o f  particular interest to the SIDS o f  the subregion. 
The identification o f  such elements would be informed by the priorities that were identified by 
the respective countries in the course o f  the implementation o f  the Programme o f  Action o f  
Small Island Developing States (SIDS POA) to date and, also, by the observations made by the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) Subregional 
Headquarters for the Caribbean as it coordinated the implementation process pursuant to its 
mandage. It cannot, however, be overemphasised that a more comprehensive, as well as 
definitive extrapolation o f  elements, such as might be combined to constitute a work programme 
for the subregion, would require specific inputs from all the member countries, as well as from 
the several regional and international agencies which collaborate in the process. A  selection o f  
elements from the substantive sections o f  the Plan o f Implementation which might be o f  
particular interest to the SIDS o f  the Caribbean, is set out as follows:
Poverty eradication
1. Develop national programmes for sustainable development and local and community 
development, where appropriate within country-owned poverty reduction strategies, to 
promote the empowerment o f  people living in poverty and their organizations, including, 
to increase access to productive resources, public services and institutions, in particular 
land, water, employment opportunities, credit, education and health;
2. Promote wom en’s equal access to and full participation, on the basis o f  equality with
men, in decision-making at all levels, mainstreaming gender perspectives in all policies 
and strategies, eliminating all forms o f  violence and discrimination against women and 
improving the status, health and economic welfare o f  women and girls through full and 
equal access to economic opportunity, land, credit, education and health-care services;
3. Deliver basic health services for all and reduce environmental health threats, taking into
account the special needs o f  children and the linkages between poverty, health and
environment, with provision o f  financial resources, technical assistance and knowledge 
transfer to developing countries;
4. Ensure that children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full
course o f  primary schooling and w ill have equal access to all levels o f  education;
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5. Transfer basic sustainable agricultural techniques and knowledge, including natural 
resource management to small and medium-scale farmers, fishers and the rural poor, 
including through multi-stakeholder approaches and public-private partnerships aimed at 
increasing agriculture production and food security;
6. Increase access to sanitation to improve human health and reduce infant and child 
mortality, prioritizing water and sanitation in national sustainable development strategies 
and poverty reduction strategies;
7. Promote the development o f  micro, small and medium enterprises, including by means o f  
training education and skill enhancement, with a focus on agro-industry as a provider o f  
livelihoods for rural communities.
Changing unsustainable patterns of consumption and production
1. Encourage and promote the development o f  a 10-year framework o f programmes in 
support o f  regional and national initiatives to accelerate the shift towards sustainable 
consumption and production to promote social and economic development within the 
carrying capacity o f  ecosystems by addressing and, where appropriate, delinking 
economic growth and environmental degradation through improving efficiency and 
sustainability in the use o f  resources and production processes and reducing resource 
degradation, pollution and waste. This is recognised to require technical as w ell as 
financial assistance and capacity building in developing countries.
2. Relating to (1) above, identify specific activities, tools, policies, measures and monitoring 
and assessment mechanisms, including, where appropriate, life-cycle analysis and 
national indicators for measuring progress, bearing in mind that standards applied by 
some countries may be inappropriate and o f  unwarranted economic and social cost to 
other countries, in particular, developing countries;
3. Adopt and implement policies and measures aimed at promoting sustainable patterns o f  
production and consumption, applying, inter alia, the polluter-pays principle described in 
principle 16 o f  the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development;1
4. Develop awareness-raising programmes on the importance o f  sustainable production and 
consumption patterns, particularly among youth and the relevant segments in all 
countries, especially in developed countries, through, inter alia, education, public and 
consumer information, advertising and other media, taking into account local, national 
and regional cultural values.
5. Provide training programmes to small and medium-sized enterprises on the use o f  
information and communication technologies;
1 Principle 16: National authorities should endeavour to promote the internalization of environmental costs and the 
use of economic instruments, taking into account the approach that the polluter should, in principle, bear the cost of 
pollution, with due regard to the public interest and without distorting international trade and investment.
4
6. Enhance corporate environmental and social responsibility and accountability. This 
would include actions to, inter alia:
I
•  Encourage industry to improve social and environmental performance through 
voluntary initiatives, including environmental management systems, codes o f  
conduct, certification and public reporting on environmental and social issues, 
taking into account such initiatives as the International Standards Organization
(ISO) standards and bearing in mind, Principle 11 o f  the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development;2
•  Provide support for the development o f  sustainable development strategies and 
programmes, including in decision-making on investment in infrastructure and 
business development;
•  Continue to promote the internalisation o f  environmental costs and the use o f  
economic instruments, taking into account the approach that the polluter should, 
in principle, bear the costs o f  principle, with due regard to the public interest and 
without distorting international trade and investment;
•  Use environmental impact assessment procedures;
•  Utilize financial instruments and mechanisms, in particular the Global
Environment Fund (GEF), within its mandate, to provide financial resources to 
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island 
developing States, to meet their capacity needs for training, technical know-how 
and strengthening national institutions in reliable, affordable, economically 
viable, socially acceptable and environmentally sound energy, including 
promoting energy efficiency and conservation, renewable energy and advanced 
energy technologies, including advanced and cleaner fossil fuel technologies..
7. Prevent and minimize waste and maximize reuse, recycling and use o f  environmentally 
friendly alternative materials, with the participation o f  government authorities and all 
stakeholders, in order to minimize adverse effects on the environment and improve 
resource efficiency, with financial, technical and other assistance for developing 
countries. This would include actions to:
•  Develop waste management systems, with highest priority placed on waste 
prevention and minimization, reuse and recycling, and environmentally sound 
disposal facilities, including technology to recapture energy contained in waste, 
and encourage small-scale waste-recycling initiatives that support rural waste 
management and provide income-generating opportunities, with international 
support for developing countries;
•  Promote waste prevention and minimization by encouraging production o f 
reusable consumer goods and biodegradable products and developing the required 
infrastructure;
2 Principle 11: States shall enact effective environmental legislation. Environmental standards, management 
objectives and priorities should reflect the environmental and developmental context to which they apply. Standards 
applied by some countries may be inappropriate and of unwarranted economic and social cost to other countries, in 
particular developing countries.
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•  Promote the ratification and implementation o f  relevant international instruments 
on chemicals and hazardous waste, including the Rotterdam Convention on Prior 
Informed Consent Procedures for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 
International Trade so that it can enter into force in 2003 and the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants so that it can enter into force by 
2004, and encourage and improve coordination as well as supporting developing 
countries in their implementation;
•  Encourage partnerships to promote activities aimed at enhancing environmentally 
sound management o f  chemicals and hazardous wastes, implementing multilateral 
environmental agreements, raising awareness o f  issues relating to chemicals and 
hazardous waste, and encouraging the collection and use o f  additional scientific 
data;
•  Promote efforts to prevent international illegal trafficking o f  hazardous chemicals 
and hazardous wastes to prevent damage resulting from the transboundary 
movement and disposal o f  hazardous wastes in a manner consistent with 
obligations under relevant international instruments, such as the Basel Convention 
on the Control o f  Transboundary Movements o f  Hazardous Wastes and Their 
Disposal.
Protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social development
1. Promoting priority action by governments, with the support o f  all stakeholders, in water 
management and capacity-building at the national level and, where appropriate, at the 
regional level, and promote and provide new and additional financial resources and 
innovative technologies to implement Chapter 18 o f  Agenda 2 1;3
2. Intensify water pollution prevention to reduce health hazards and protect ecosystems by 
introducing technologies for affordable sanitation and industrial and domestic wastewater 
treatment, by mitigating the effects o f  groundwater contamination, and by establishing, at 
the national level, monitoring systems and effective legal frameworks;
3. Adopt prevention and protection measures to promote sustainable water use and to 
address water shortages;
4. Develop integrated water resources management and water efficiency plans by 2005, 
with support to developing countries, through actions at all levels to, inter alia:
• Develop and implement national/regional strategies, plans and programmes with 
regard to integrated river basin, watershed and groundwater management, and 
introduce measures to improve the efficiency o f  water infrastructure to reduce 
losses and increase recycling o f  water;
3 Chapter 18 deals with Protection o f the Quality and Supply o f Freshwater Resources: Application o f Integrated 
Approaches to the Development, Management and Use o f Water Resources.
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•  Improve the efficient use o f  water resources and promote their allocation among 
competing uses in a way that gives priority to the satisfaction o f  basic human 
needs and balances the requirement o f  preserving or restoring ecosystems and 
their functions, in particular in fragile environments, with human, domestic, 
industrial and agriculture needs, including safeguarding drinking water quality;
•  Develop programmes for mitigating the effects o f  extreme water-related events.
5. Oceans, seas, islands and coastal areas:
1. Invite States to ratify or accede to and implement the United Nations Convention
on the Law o f  the Sea (UNCLOS) which provides the overall legal framework for
ocean activities;
2. Promote the implementation o f  chapter 17 o f  Agenda 21 which provides the
programme o f  action for achieving the sustainable development o f  oceans, coastal 
areas and seas through its programme areas o f  integrated management and 
sustainable development o f  coastal areas, including Exclusive Economic Zones 
(EEZs); marine environmental protection; sustainable use and conservation o f  
marine living resources; addressing critical uncertainties for the management o f  
the marine environment and climate change; strengthening international, 
including regional, cooperation and coordination; and sustainable development o f  
small islands;
3. Promote integrated, multidisciplinary and multisectoral coastal and ocean
management at the national level and encourage and assist coastal States in 
developing ocean policies and mechanisms on integrated coastal management;
4. Strengthen regional cooperation and coordination among the relevant regional 
organizations and programmes, the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) regional seas programmes, regional fisheries management organizations 
and other regional science health and development organizations;
5. Assist developing countries in coordinating policies and programmes at the 
regional and subregional levels aimed at the conservation and sustainable 
management o f  fishery resources, and implement integrated coastal area 
management plans, including through the promotion o f  sustainable coastal and 
small-scale fishing activities, and, where appropriate, the development o f  related 
infrastructure.
6. Sustainable fisheries
1. Maintain or restore stocks to levels that can produce the maximum sustainable yield with
the aim o f  achieving these goals for depleted stocks on an urgent basis and where
possible not later than 2015:
•  Ratify or accede to and effectively implement the relevant United Nations and, 
where appropriate, associated regional fisheries agreements or arrangements, 
noting in particular the Agreement for the Implementation o f  the Provisions o f  the 
Provisions o f  the 1982 Convention relating to the Conservation and Management 
o f  Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks and the 1993
Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and 
Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas;
•  Implement the 1995 Code o f  Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, taking note o f  
the special requirements o f  developing countries as noted in its article 5, and the 
relevant Food and Agriculture Organization o f  the United Nations (FAO) 
international plans o f  action and technical guidelines;
•  Urgently develop and implement national and, where appropriate, regional plans 
o f  action, to put into effect the FAO international plans o f  action, in particular, the 
international plan o f  action for the management o f  fishing capacity by 2005 and 
the international plan o f  action to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported 
and unregulated fishing by 2004.
•  Strengthen donor coordination and partnerships between international financial 
institutions, bilateral agencies and other relevant stakeholders to enable 
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island 
developing States and countries in transition, to develop their national, regional 
and subregional capacities for infrastructure and integrated management and the 
sustainable use o f  fisheries;
•  Implement the RAMSAR Convention, including its joint work programme with 
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the programme o f  action 
called for by the International Coral R eef Initiative to strengthen joint 
management plans and international networking for wetland ecosystems in coastal 
zones, including coral reefs, mangroves, seaweed beds and tidal mud flats.
•  Protection o f  the marine environment: Advance implementation o f  the Global 
Programme o f  Action for the Protection o f  the Marine Environment from Land- 
based Activities and the Montreal Declaration on the Protection o f the Marine 
Environment from Land-based Activities, with particular emphasis on the period, 
2002-2006 on municipal wastewater, the physical alteration and destruction o f  
habitats, and nutrients, by actions at all levels to, inter alia:
1. Strengthen the capacity o f  developing countries in the development o f  
their national and regional programmes and mechanisms to mainstream 
the objectives o f  the Global Programme o f  Action (GPA) and to manage 
the risks and impacts o f  ocean pollution;
2. Elaborate regional programmes o f  action and improve the links with 
strategic plans for the sustainable development o f  coastal and marine 
resources, noting in particular, areas which are subject to environmental 
changes and development pressures.
Disaster management, vulnerability and risk assessment issues:
1. Promote an integrated, multi-hazard, inclusive approach to address vulnerability, 
risk assessment and disaster management, including prevention, mitigation, 
preparedness, response and recovery;
2. Support the establishment o f  effective regional, subregional and national 
strategies and scientific and technical institutional support for disaster 
management;
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3. Reduce the risks o f  flooding and drought in vulnerable countries by, inter alia, 
promoting wetland and watershed protection and restoration, improved land-use 
planning, improving and applying, more widely, techniques and methodologies 
for assessing the potential adverse effects o f  climate change on wetlands and, as 
appropriate, assisting countries that are particularly vulnerable to those effects;
4. Develop and strengthen early warning systems and information networks in 
disaster management, consistent with the International Strategy for Disaster 
Reduction;
5. Promote cooperation for the prevention and mitigation of, preparedness for, 
response to and recovery from major technological and other disasters with an 
adverse impact on the environment in order to enhance the capabilities o f  affected 
countries to cope with such situations.
8. Climate change
9. Sustainable agriculture
1. Develop and implement integrated land management and water-use plans that are 
based on sustainable use o f  renewable resources and on integrated assessments o f  
socio-economic and environmental potentials, and strengthen the capacity o f  
governments, local authorities and communities to monitor and manage the 
quantity and quality o f  land and water resources;
2. Increase understanding o f  the sustainable use, protection and management o f  
water resources to advance long-term sustainability o f  freshwater, coastal and 
marine environments;
3. Strengthen and improve coordination o f  existing initiatives to enhance sustainable 
agricultural production and food security;
«
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10. Sustainable tourism development
1. Develop programmes, including education and training programmes, that
encourage people to participate in eco-tourism, enable indigenous and local 
co m m unities to develop and benefit from eco-tourism, and enhance stakeholder 
cooperation in tourism development and heritage preservation, in order to 
improve the protection o f  the environment, natural resources and cultural 
heritage;
2. Assist host communities in managing visits to their tourism attractions for their
maximum benefit, while ensuring the least negative impacts on and risks for their 
traditions, culture and environment, with the support o f  the World Tourism 
Organization (WTO) and other relevant organizations;
3. Promote the diversification o f  economic activities, including through the
facilitation o f  access to markets and commercial information, and participation o f  
emerging local enterprises, especially small and medium-sized enterprises.
11. Biodiversity
1. Implement the CBD, including active follow-up o f  its work programmes and
decisions through national, regional and global action programmes, in particular 
the national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and strengthen their 
integration into relevant cross-sectoral strategies, programmes and policies, 
including those related to sustainable development and poverty eradication, 
including initiatives which promote community-based sustainable use o f  
biological diversity.
2. Promote the wide implementation o f  and continued work on the Bonn Guidelines 
on Access to Genetic Resources and Fair and Equitable Sharing o f  Benefits 
arising out o f  their Utilization o f  the Convention, as an input to assist Parties to 
the Convention when developing and drafting legislative, administrative or policy 
measures on access and benefit-sharing, and contract and other arrangements 
under mutually agreed terms for access and benefit-sharing.
3. Negotiate within the framework o f  the CBD, bearing in mind the Bonn 
Guidelines, an international regime to promote and safeguard the fair and 
equitable sharing o f  benefits arising out o f  the utilization o f  genetic resources.
4. With a view  to enhancing synergy and mutual supportiveness, taking into account 
the decisions under the relevant agreements, promote the discussions, without 
prejudging their outcome, with regard to the relationships between the CBD and 
agreements related to international trade and intellectual property rights, as 
outlined in the Doha Ministerial Declaration;
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5. Invite all States which have not already done so, to ratify the CBD, the Cartagena 
Protocol on Biosafety and other biodiversity-related agreements and invite those 
that have done so, to promote their effective implementation at the national, 
regional and international levels and to support developing countries technically 
and financially in this regard.
Sustainable development in a globalizing world
•  Enhance the capacities o f  developing countries, including the least developed countries, 
landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, to benefit from 
liberalized trade opportunities, through international cooperation and measures aimed at 
improving productivity, commodity diversification and competitiveness, community- 
based entrepreneurial capacity, and transportation and communication infrastructure 
development;
•  Enhance the delivery o f  coordinated, effective and targetted trade-related technical 
assistance and capacity-building programmes, including to take advantage o f  existing and 
future market access opportunities, and to examine the relationship between trade, 
environment and development;
•  Implement the outcomes o f  the Doha Ministerial Conference, further strengthen trade- 
related technical assistance and capacity-building, and ensure the meaningful, effective 
and full participation o f  developing countries in multilateral trade negotiations by placing 
their needs and interests at the heart o f  the WTO work programme.
•  Assist developing countries and countries with economies in transition in narrowing the 
digital divide, creating digital opportunities and harnessing the potential o f  information 
and communication technologies for development, through technology transfer on 
mutually agreed terms and the provision o f  financial and technical support.
Health and sustainable development
•  To address the causes o f  ill health, including environmental causes and their impact on 
development, with particular emphasis on women, children, as well as vulnerable groups 
o f  society, such as people with disabilities, elderly persons and indigenous people;
•  Strengthen the capacity o f  health care systems to deliver basic health services to all, in an 
efficient, accessible and affordable manner aimed at preventing, controlling and treating 
diseases, and to reduce environmental health threats taking into account the reports o f  
relevant United Nations conferences and Summits and o f  special sessions o f  the General 
Assembly. This would include:
1. Integration o f  the health concerns, including those o f the most vulnerable 
populations, into strategies, policies and programmes for poverty eradication and 
sustainable development;
2. Promote equitable and improved access to affordable and efficient health-care 
services, including prevention, at all levels o f  the health system, essential and safe 
drugs at affordable prices, immunization services and safe vaccines, and medical 
technology;
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3. Develop programmes and initiatives to reduce, by 2015, mortality rates for infants 
and children under five, by two-thirds, and maternal mortality rates by three 
quarters, o f  the prevailing rate in 2000;
4. Address effectively, for all individuals o f  appropriate age, the promotion o f  their 
healthy lives, including their reproductive and sexual health, consistent with the 
commitments and outcomes o f  recent United Nations conferences and summits, 
including the World Summit for Children, the UNCED, the International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), the World Summit on Social 
Development (WSSD) and the Fourth World Conference on Women (FWCW), 
and their respective reviews and reports;
5. Develop or strengthen, where applicable, preventive, promotive and curative 
programmes to address non-communicable diseases and conditions, such as 
cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes, chronic respiratory diseases, injuries, 
violence and mental health disorders and associated risk factors, including 
alcohol, tobacco, unhealthy diets and physical activity;
6. Implement, within the agreed time-ffames, all commitments agreed in the 
Declaration o f  Commitment on HIV/AIDS adopted by the General Assembly at 
its twenty-sixth special session emphasizing in particular the reduction o f HIV 
prevalence among young men and women aged 15-24 by 25% in the most 
affected countries by 2005 and globally by 2010, as well as combat malaria, 
tuberculosis and other diseases;
7. Related to (6) above: Implement national preventive and treatment strategies, 
regional and international cooperation measures, and the development o f 
international initiatives to provide special assistance to children orphaned by 
HIV/AIDS.
Sustainable development of Small Island Developing States
•  Further implement sustainable fisheries management and improve financial returns from 
fisheries by supporting and strengthening relevant fisheries management organizations, as 
appropriate, such as the recently established Caribbean Regional Fisheries Mechanism  
and such agreements as the Convention on the Conservation and Management o f  Highly 
Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean;
• Assist SIDS, including through the elaboration o f  specific initiatives, in delimiting and 
managing in a sustainable manner their coastal areas and exclusive economic zones and 
the continental shelf (including where appropriate, the continental shelf areas beyond 200 
m iles from coastal baselines), as w ell as relevant regional management initiatives within 
the context o f  the 1982 Convention and the UNEP regional seas programmes;
•  Provide support for SIDS-specific components within programmes o f  work on marine 
and coastal biodiversity; and for freshwater programmes, including through the GEF 
focal areas;
•  Effectively reduce, prevent and control waste and pollution and their health-related 
impacts by undertaking 2004 initiatives aimed at implementing the GPA for the 
Protection o f  the Marine Environment from Land-Based Activities in SIDS;
• Work to ensure that, in the ongoing negotiations and elaboration o f  the WTO work 
programme on trade in small economies, due account is taken o f SIDS, which have
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severe structural handicaps in integrating into the global economy, within the context o f  
the Doha development agenda;
•  Develop community-based initiatives on sustainable tourism by 2004, and build the 
capacities necessary to diversify tourism products, while protecting culture and traditions, 
and effectively conserving and managing natural resources;
•  Extend assistance to SIDS in support o f  local communities and appropriate national and 
regional organizations o f  SIDS for comprehensive hazard and risk management, disaster 
prevention, mitigation and preparedness, and help relieve the consequences o f  disasters, 
extreme weather events and their emergencies;
•  Support the finalization and subsequent early operationalization, on agreed terms, o f  
economic, social and environmental vulnerability indices and related indicators as tools 
for the achievement o f  the sustainable development o f  the SIDS;
•  Assist SIDS in mobilizing adequate resources and partnerships for their adaptation needs 
relating to the adverse effects o f  climate change, sea-level rise and climate variability, 
consistent with commitments under the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), where applicable;
•  Support efforts by SIDS to build capacities and institutional arrangements to implement 
intellectual property regimes;
•  Developing and promoting efficient use o f  sources o f  energy, including indigenous 
sources and renewable energy, and building the capacities o f  SIDS for training, technical 
know-how, and strengthening national institutions in the area o f  energy management;
•  Provide support to SIDS to develop capacity and strengthen health care services for 
promoting equitable access to health care;
•  Provide support to SIDS to develop capacity and strengthen health systems for making 
available necessary drugs and technology in a sustainable and affordable manner to fight 
and control communicable and non-communicable diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis, diabetes, malaria and dengue fever;
•  Provide support to SIDS to develop capacity and strengthen efforts to reduce and manage 
waste and pollution and building capacity for maintaining and managing systems to 
deliver water and sanitation services, in both rural and urban areas;
•  Provide support to SIDS to develop capacity and strengthen efforts to implement 
initiatives aimed at poverty eradication (as outlined in Section 11 o f  the present Plan o f  
Implementation);
•  Undertake a full and comprehensive review o f the implementation o f the SIDS 
Programme o f  Action in 2004.
Means of implementation
•  Issues relating to, inter alia, the provision o f  financial resources by the international 
community; foreign direct investment; ODA; the debt burden o f  developing countries, 
including middle-income countries; trade-related issues, including market access, 
technical assistance for capacity-building and export diversification; cooperation on 
trade, environment and development; transfer o f  technology, including research and 
development; information and communication technology, including for sharing o f  
experiences; primary education for all children by 2015; human, institutional and 
infrastructure capacity-building initiatives, including partnerships; information and
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statistical and analytical services; the need for further work on sustainable development 
indicators at the national level.
Institutional framework for sustainable development
•  Enhance the integration o f  sustainable development goals as reflected in Agenda 21 and 
support for implementation o f  the outcomes o f  the WSSD into the policies, work 
programmes and operational guidelines o f  relevant United Nations agencies, programmes 
and funds, GEF and international financial and trade institutions within their mandates;
•  Strengthen and better integrate the three dimensions o f  sustainable development policies 
and programmes, and promote the full integration o f  sustainable development objectives 
into programmes and policies o f  bodies that have a primary focus on social issues. In 
particular, the social dimension o f  sustainable development should be strengthened, inter 
alia, by emphasising follow-up to the outcomes o f the World Summit on Social 
Development and its five-year review, taking into account their reports, and by support to 
social protection systems;
•  Good governance at the international level is fundamental for achieving sustainable 
development. In order to ensure a dynamic and enabling international economic 
environment, it is important to promote global economic governance through addressing 
the international finance, trade, technology and investment patterns that have an impact 
on the development prospects o f  developing countries. To this effect, the international 
community should take all necessary and appropriate measures, including ensuring 
support for structural and macroeconomic reform, a comprehensive solution to the 
external debt problem and increasing market access for developing countries. Efforts to 
reform the international financial architecture need to be sustained with greater 
transparency and the effective participation o f  developing countries in decision-making 
processes;
•  A  vibrant United Nations system is fundamental to the promotion o f  international 
cooperation for sustainable development and to a global economic system that works for 
all;
•  The General Assembly o f  the United Nations should adopt sustainable development as a 
key element o f  the overarching framework for United Nations activities, particularly for 
achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the 
Millennium Declaration, and should give overall political direction to the implementation 
o f  Agenda 21 and its review;
International institutions both within and outside the United Nations system, including 
international financial institutions, WTO and GEF, are to enhance, within their mandates, 
cooperation to promote effective and collective support to the implementation o f  Agenda 21 at 
all levels; and to enhance the effectiveness and coordination o f  international institutions to 
implement Agenda 21, the outcomes o f  the W SSD, relevant sustainable development aspects o f 
the Millennium Declaration, the Monterrey Consensus and the outcomes o f  the fourth WTO 
ministerial meeting.
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